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LL 1 
| 0 F 
JOSEPH ae 
— _— 
COUNT CAGLIOSTRO: 
CONTAINING. THE | 


Singular and uncommon Adventures of that extracedi- 


-nary Perſonage, from his Birth, til bis 8 
in the Caſtle o Sr. 3 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 


The 88 of his Trial before the Inquiſition me I 


Hiſtory of his Confeſhons concerning Common and 


Egyptian Maſonry, and a OY of other W | 
— Particulars, 


' Tranſlated from the Original ee” 79 publifhed at t Rome : 
: by Order of the Apoſtolic Chanwer- 
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LL 1 E which, dating hl A of 
forty- ſeven years, has been continually 


enveloped 1 in myſtery. and enigmas ; ; which, 


conſidered by ſome as a model of he- 
roiſm, religion, and morality, and re- 
garded by others as a tiſſue of baſeneſs, 1 im- 
poſture, and impiety, has, hitherto kept the 
judgment of a large portion of Europe in 
ſuſpenſe: this life however is at length be- 


wad come the ſubject of ſerious and uſeful me- | 
ditation, ſince the character of Caglioſtro 
is no longer equivocal The finner, while 
3b Per uſing | theſe. ſheets: will: now ſee and ac- 
knowledge his error; the good catholic 
will perceive the neceſſity of being-conſtantly 

on his 1 e hg . of hell; 
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tie ſcholar will learn how deceitful that 
knowledge i Is which has not religion for its 

baſis ; the ignorant will be taught to be 5 
humble; and the whole world will have 
occaſion to admire the double triumphof | 

truth and faith. hog” 

, jo ſeph Balſamo, ſo Sachen under the 
pretended title of Count Alexander Cagli- 
oſtro, has undoubtedly been. a very famous 
impoſtor. We are naturally inclined to 
1 1— and to ridicule thoſe paſt ages, in 
which ſuch men have been, credited, ap- 
Plauded and treated as ſomething ſuperior 

- 18 humanity. We are in the right undoubt- 
celdly ſo to do. But when it is regol lected 
that this adventurer flouriſhed in the ei igh- 

= © eentheenrury—tarin a period which arro- 
| 4 _ --5 gates to itſelf the title of an-exllightened and 

_ --: ee age, infinitely ſuperior to preju- 

dices— the fanatical admire rers of the pre- 

; uten times ought to be covered , ith, afalu 

ß, confuſion! 13 


n 
Some will, no o doubt, enqulire how an ine | 
poſtor could acquire ſo much celerity, and 
receive ſo much countenance, among nati- 
| ons enlightened by the ſciences, and from 
individuals not deſtitute of abilities. It is 
irreligion that has been his introductor, 
that has ſupported, and that has acquired 
for him all his triumph. b fu A A 
When we conſider the ambition of the 
half. learned inhabitants of: a number E 
ſtates in Europe, to divine what the eye of 5 
man never ſaw, the ear of man never nen 177 


nor the heart of man was ever able to com- 


prehend be oculus viclit, nec auris dtudi alc? 
nec in cor hominis aſcendit=—when we find 
them ' in the height of their blaſphemies ex- 
claiming there is no God uon g Deus: 
we need not be afraid to affirm that the ig» 
noranee of the antients was leſs pernicious 
than the knowledge of the moderne... 

In ſhort, when has Europe been ſo i inun- 
dated and overwhelmed with fanataciſ m, as 

in our en "Who has not heard of the der 
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d vils of Loudun? of hobgoblins, ſylphs, con. 
valſionarĩes, magnetiſts and cabaliſts? What 
is the object of the free-ritaſons; and thoſe 
phrenetic ſocieties called the Illuminated, 
with their plots, their ſecrets, their invoca- 5 
tions, and their ridiculous rites? 
It is a juſt obſervation, that en 
acquire credit and renown only in thoſe 
countries where there is but little religion, 
and much philoſophy. Rome is not a ca. 
pital in which ſuch men can hope to ſucceed; -- 
beeauſe error will not be permitted to dee Ye 5 
forth its branches in the centre of the true 
faith. The Bfe of Count Caglioſtro is a 
luminous proof of the juſtice of our ob- 
ſervation; and this is the reaſon why we 
have thought it our duty to compoſe this 
work, faithf ally extracted from authentic 
records depoſited: with us records that the 5 
cenſures of the critic cannot t reach. I rl 
The authority of the Soyereign Pontif- 1 
has, on this occaſion, been employed i in diſ- 


; d-nfing with the law that, with as much 


K oi S 
juſtice as prudence, enjoins inviolable ſe. 


crecy reſpecting all the procedures of the 
Holy Inquiſition. 


We beg leave to conclude with oklerving; | 


that we would much rather have preferred 


eternal ſilence on this ſubject, than now re- 


port a ſingle. circumſtance as a fact, the ex. 
Wr of VINE" was not ee on moral 
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$4 AGLIOSTRO, after committing a 


multitude of rogueries in various king- 


doms, and eſcaping from the hand of juſ- 


tice in almoſt every capital in Europe, has 


at length, by an uncommon fatality, been 


arreſtel in his career, and condemned to 
death in the only metropolis, perhaps, in. 


which he could not have been convicted of 
a breach of the moral obligations chat con. 
nect man with ſociety. 

Whatever motive may have influenced 
the court of Rome, it will be a laſting re- 
proach on the reign of Pius VI. to have 


b 7 
detained, tried, and inflicted the puniſhmenit 
of perpetual impriſonment on a man, againſt 
whom he could only prove the crime —of 
being a free maſon !. 
As the Apoſtolic: Chamber, in its own 
juſtification, has publiſhed the life and trial 
of this extraordinary man, the Tranſlator, 
thinking that it may prove an object of 
rational curioſity: to the Engliſh reader, 
now preſents it for. his. inſpection and peru- 
ſal. 
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8 OSEPH BALSAMO, t ths fon n of Peter g 
Balſamo and Felicia. Braconieri, both 
5 of them of mean extraction, was: born r | 
* Palermo, on the eighth of June 1743. 


3 In a memoir publiſhes by the Count while in rer 
land, he pretended that he could not ſpeak poſttiyely as 
to the place of his nativity, nor in regard to the parents 
from whom he derived his birth. This circumſtance 
gave an ample ſcope to the imagination of his followers ; 
tome of whom pretended: chat he was the offspring of 


- wu 4. 
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2 THE LIFE OF. 
His father, ho had been a merchant, hap-- 


pening to die during his infancy, his ma. 


ternal uncles. took him. under their protec- 
tion, and endeavoured to inſtruct him in the 


principles of religion, and give him an 


education ſuitable to his years. But from 


his carlieſt infancy he ſhewed himſelf ſo 
averſe to a virtuous. courſe. of life, that he. 
. fed more than once from the ſeminary of 
5 St. Roch at Palermo, where he had been 
placed for ys: -inſtruQion.. | 


che grand a of Malta, by-: a Turkiſh Lady, takers 5 


| captiveBy.a galley belonging to that iſland; while others. 
with equal probability, affirmed that he was the only ſon 


* 


ol that prince who about thirty-five years ago ſwayed the | 


- precarious ſeeptre of Trebiſond. To infuſe into this 
ſtory a greater portion of the marvellous, it was added, 
that a revolution taking place,, in conſequence of which 


the reigning ſovereign was facrificed to the fury of his 
ſeditious ſubjects, his infant ſon, the Count Caglioſfro, 


vas conveyed by a truſty friend to Medina, where the 
Muſſulman Sherif had the unprejudiced generoſity to 
educate him in the faith of his Chriſtian parents. T. 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. = 3 
At the age of thirteen he was entruſted | 
to the care of the father-general of the 
Good Brotherhood *, * who carried him to the ; 
_ convent of that order at Cartagirone. There 
he put on the habit of a novice; and, be- 
ing placed under the tuition of the apo- | 
thecary, he learned from him (according 
to his own confeſſion) the firſt N of 
chemiſtry and medicine. 


He did not continue long in this afly-. 
lum: during his ſtay, however, he exhi- 
dited ſo many new ſymptoms. of a vicious 
character, that the religious were often un- g 
der tlie neceſſity of chaſtiſing him. It is i 
recorded among other things, that, being 
employed to read during meals, as is cuſto- 
mary in all holy communities, he would 
never repeat what appeared in the book 5 
but, on the contrary, ſpoke whatever oc” 
eurred to his own Imagination : nay, he 
has even confeſſed that, in reading the Mar- 


tyrology, he uſed to ſubſtitute the names of 
5 Benfratelli. i 


THE Lee or 


the moſt famous courtezans of the time, 
inſtead of thoſe of the ſaints. | 

In fine, to get rid of the mortifications 
| and the penance inflicted upon him, on | 
account of his faults, he abandoned his p 

convent, and returned to Palermo. 

It was about this period that he cultivated 
a taſte for drawing : but this neither occaſi.. 
oned a change in his morals, or his condu&. 
The exceſſes to which he abandoned him- 
: ſelf + were almoſt of every kind and de. 
ſcription. | Delivering himfelf up entirely 
to his paſſion for fencing, and to the com- 
pany of the moſt diſſolute young men of the ; 
neighbourhood, there was no quarrel in 
which he did not take a part: but above all 
things, he took a particular pleaſure i in re- 
fiſting the officers of juſtice, and i in deliver- 


ing from their hands the priſoners whom 
_ they had arreſted. He was alſo accuſed of 
— Having forged tickets of admiſſion into the . 
theatre; and he ſtole from one of his un. 
| K, with whom he lived, a bie 


en * \ „ (5 
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quantity of. money, and ſeveral valuable ef ef- 
fects. : Having encouraged an amourous 
interco urſe between an acquaintance and | 
one of his female coulins, he carried billet- 
dous from one to the oth er; and, profiting 
by this opportunity, i made the lover believe 
that the voung lady ſometimes requeſted 
money, and ſometimes a watch or a trinket: ; 
theſe preſents were accordingly confided to 
1 his care, and clandeſtinely appropriated to 
his own uſe. Such was bis addreſs, that he 
5 infinuated himſelf into the good graces of 
a relation who was a notary, and actually 
found means to falſify a teſtament in favour of 
a certain Marquis Maurigi, by which means 
great injury accrued toa pious eſtabliſhment. 
This piece of roguery was diſcovered ſeve® 
ral years after, at a time when he was ab. 
ſent from Palermo; and proofs were ad- 
duced on this occaſion that clearly manifeſted 


his criminality. It has allo been aflerted, 


T JS 29S 


e end ed that, having b been ber to by a 2a 


_: THE LIFE or 

monk 7 procure leave of abſence from his 
ſuperior, he : fors eda permiſſion, on purpoſe? 
to- cheat the holy father out of a litle n mo- 


5 ie . : 
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ney. 

This much i 1s ES certain, that he : 
Was frequently ſeized and impriſoned ; but 
it ſo: happened that he always regained his- 
liberty in a ſhort time, either from want of: 
neceſſary proofs of his conviction, on ac- 
count of the nature. of his crime,. or by- 
means of the credit and interceſſion of his 
relations. At length he. Was forced to fly 
from his country for having duped a gold 
ſmith, of the name of Marano, of: more 
than ſixty pieces of gold. Having inge 
nuity ſufficient. to make this fimpleton | be-- 
| lieve that he had an immenſe treaſure: con- 
cealed i in a grotto, in a diſtant part of the- i 
country, of which he would put him in 
poſſeſſion; ; he, under. this pretence, pro- 
cured the aboye-mentioned ſum, which, 25. 
he pretended, was to be employed in cer- 
tain. | magical operations, | This comed | | 


— 
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 5 7 
5 however concluded very little to the advan- 
tage of poor Marano, for he was ſeverely 
beaten, by certain people who appeared to 
him in the ſhape of infernal ſpirits. The 
truth is, that thoſe inhabitants of Pande- ; 
monium were no other than the companions 5 
of Balſamo, who acted in eoneert with him, 2 
and afſumed this diſguiſe at Hin recommen- " 
dation. „ A 
Marano having diſcovered the tick, was 
extremely irritated, as may very readily be?! 
believed; and, not content with laying an | 
information of the particulars] before a ma- 1 
giſtrate, he determined to avenge his 
wrongs, by aſſaſſinating the author of them. : 
It was this that determined | allam | . to WAY 
from his native country. „ 
1 variety of circumſtances which occur- 
| red from this period till the t time 'of his laſt © 
| impriſonment, have given grounds. to be- 
eve that he practiſed ſorcery... This ſuppo- | 


ſition is grounded on the two following | 
anecdotes... ; Tha firſt, is, that under t The 


IC 
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BEL... THE LIFE OF 
pretence of preparing a remedy for one 
of his ſiſters, who was poſſeſſed, he made a 
country Prieſt adminiſter a little cotton to. 
her, which had been ſteeped 1 in the holy oil 
which! 1s uſed for extreme unction. It is 
however well known that he. never had a 
ſiſter who was poſſe ed. The other, which 
is rather remarkable, is as follows : it is | 
= pretended, that, being one day i in company | 
; with ſeve ral of his friends, they teſtified a 
. great curioſity to. diſcover what a certain E 
; lady of their acquaintance was doing at 
that very moment. Balſamo offers to ſa - 
| tisfy their inclinations: 4 he accordingly | 
forms a ſquare . on the ground, waves his ? 
hand over it, and then draws the figure of | 
the lady playing at cards with three of her 
acquaintance. On this they inſtantly ſend 
to her houſe, and find that ſhe was aQually | 
ſitting i in the ſame attitude, employed i in the 
very occupation, and in company with the 
ſame perſons whom he had delineated. By 
means of the circumſtances which we mall 4 
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRC« , WITT fg 
hereafter relate, it will be eaſy to determine 
what degree of credibility ſhould be given 
to this event, and what are the concluſions 
which ought to be drawn from it. 
Balſamo being obliged: to fly from Pale 
mo, gave himſelf up to a wandering Ae. 
and actually travelled through moſt parts of 
the world : we are henceforth | obliged: to 
. give credit to his own affertions until his 
arrival in Rome, becauſe we have no other 
opportunity of tracing his hiſtory, or 15 . : 
| rifying any of the particulars. 
By means of the money which he Ty 80 
cured in the manner already related, he 
now repaired to Meſſina. There he got ac- 
quainted with a certain perſon of tbe name 
of Altotas : its not known with certainty” i 
whether he. Was a Spaniard. or Greek, for 
he could {peak both * theſe languages: with , 
| fluency. He Was in poſſeſſion of ſeveral , 
Arabic manuſcripts, and pretended to be a 
great chemiſt. Having embarked together 5 
on board of a veſſel, they ſailed along the 


IS THE LIFE OF: 
Archipelago, and landed at Alexandria in 
Egypt, where during the ſpace of forty 
days they performed ſeveral operations in 
chemiſtry, by which ther R a N 
deal of money. it n ad 117107 
. _ '- Bhoy propoſed to paſs. 8 "IRE to 
Grand Cairo; but they were driven by 
contrary winds to the iſland of Malta; There 
they remained for ſome time, and blocked: 
in the laboratory of the grand maſter Pinto- 
Altotas ® having died foon' after, Balſamo - 
refolved to. viſit Naples, and accordingly | 
put himſelf mene protection of a knight 
of Malta; to whom le: was: fecommended 
mn a pamphlet witten under che UireGtion of the - 
Count; it is pretended that Altotas was his tutor; dur- 
ag his reſidence at Medina, in the palag of the Mufti 
Salahaym; that he inſtruQted him in e knowledge of © | 
botany and phyſic ;/ müde kim acquainted wich the ori- 45 
ental languages and literature; introduced him to the | 
ſoyereign-! of Mecca, by whom he was greatly careſſed ;- 


and made him n acquainted with all the wonders of - 
Egypt. ＋ . 72 * 35] 22 0 4 4 3 27 * ; . *. 
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. lia Bt 
He ſupported. himſelf for ſome time in 
that capital with the money which had been 
e to him by the grand maſter, and 
the preſents which he received from his 


| companion the Cbevalierʒ and ſoon after 


was lucky enough. to acquire the regard of 


7 a prince who was attached to the ſtudy of 


_ chemiſtry, and who wiſhed-to carry him to 


1. viſit his poſſeſſions i in Sicily WP 


Having taken advantage of this opportu- 
- nity to reviſit Meſſina, he happened te to meet 
with a prieſt, who was his countryman and 
particular acquaintance. He himſelf con- 


feſſes that this · perſon was violent in his tem- 
per, diſſolute in his morals, and had often 


participated in his rogueries during their 


| - / refidence at Palermo: he even adds; that 
this very clergyman was one of the devils 


- who had baftinadoed the jeweller' Marang, 


. A- ese h fu be ons of the noble houſe 


TY 7 Caramanco, and nearly related to the ambaffador of 


that name who lately repreſented the king of the Two. 


Sicke, at the court of . and is now one of the 
miniſters of that ſovereign. 1 2 


Z . Bo THE LIFE or 
- while ſearching the mw for the hidden 


choſen this guid * his Alſoci- 
| ate, he took leave of che prince, and they 


departed together for Naples. In the courſe 


of their journey they were arreſted at an 


inn in the town of Pizzo, under pretence 
of carrying off a lady with them: but no 
- ſuch perſon being found in their company, 
1 they were immediately ſet at liberty. Af. 


ter a ſhort ſtay at Naples, it was reſolved 


-- that they ſhould repair to Rome. 
:. Arrived in the capital of the Chriſtian 
DM, Balſamo aſſumed ſeveral, different 


characters, and appeared ſometimes i in an 


eccleſtaſtical, and ſometimes in a ſecular ha- 
1 5 bit. By means of letters of recommenda- 
tion which he procured at Naples, he ob. 
tained acceſs to ſeveral perſons of diſtinc- 
n among others he got acquainted with 


w 4s 4 publication intitled La Lettre ae Comte Cag- 
217 au Peup.c d. Anglois, it is pretended that he de- 
** to remain . in . when ann har. 
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COUNT CAGLIOST RO. 1 


the Bailli de Breteuil, at that time ambaſ- 
| Tador from Malta to Rome; and was alſo 
preſented to many eccleſtaſtics of his own 
Country. From the generoſity of theſe, 
and his own private induſtry, he was ena- 
bled to procure ſufficient money to oy 0 
| all his expences. | N + 
He employed himſelf at this. period in 
making drawings on paper ; the outlines of 
which were produced by means of a copper 
plate engraving, and afterwards filled up by | 
him with Indian ink+* theſe he ſold for de- 
_ ſigns made by means of a pen only. Hav- 
| ing taken up his àAbode at the ſign of the 
Sun, in the neighbourhood of the Rotunda, 
he happened to quarrel with one of the 
waiters, in conſequence of which he was 
impriſoned for three days. 


ing diſcovered him to Cardinal Urſina, that prelate 
paid him the moſt flattering attention, and introduced 
him to: ſeveral cardinals. and Roman princes. Among 
| theſe were Ganganelli, who afterwards became Pope 
Clement XIV. and Rez2onica, who at that time filled 
© the papal chair, and by whom he pretends to have been 
{:yeral times admitted to the honour of a conference, T. 
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It was about this time that he happened. 
to ſee the youngLorenza F eliciani, who lived | 
near the Three Pilgrims. He ſoon became 
[| aha attached to this young woman, 
and aſked her parents conſent to make her 
his wife: this was accordingly granted, and 
he received as a dower, a trifling fortune, 
Proportionate to their condition. The mar- 
. riage was ſolemnized in the pariſh church 
of Kt. Saviour in the Fields, and the bride- 
' -. groom lodged. with his father in-law for 
ame months after. 1 
The firſt leſſons which the young . 
e, from her 'huſband, were intended, 
according to her own confeſſion, to inſtruct 
her in the means of attracting and gratify- 
ing the pleaſures of the other ſex. The 
moſt wanton cequetry and the moſt laſcivi- 
ous arts were the principles with which he I 
endeavoured to inſpire her. The mother af 
V N Lorenza, ſcandali zed at this conduct, had 1 
"4 bee d altercations: with her F lag-indae | i 


L 
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concerning his behaviour, that he reſelveld 
He found it much eafier in-another place 


to eorrupt the mind and morals-of his wile. 
He then preſented her to two perſons well 


der having firſt inſtructed her to intangle 
= ther both by her alluremegts. Wich one 
of theſe ſhe did not ſucceed; but over Ihe 

other the acquired 2 complete victery. He 
himſelf conducted her to the very ſpot deſ- 
üned for the pleaſures of the lover; left 
her alone in his: chai; and renred into 

| The interview Ge made t her 


were fuck as were entirely cerreſpondent to 


the wiſhes of the huſband 3 but the wiſe 
en this cxeafion did not exhibit à proper 


inſtance of conjugal obedience. She ſoon 
aſter imparted the whole affair in confidence 


to her huſband, and received nothing in re- 
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16 | THE LIFE OF | 
moſt” violent and dreadful menaces. It was 'J 
then that he began to inſinuate this maxim, 9 
which he afterwards ſo aſſiduouſiy repeated 9 
“ That adultery is no crime in a woman Y 
who commits it on account of her intereſt , * 
and not md through affection to another 1 
man.“ 5 * 
He even added example to precept, by 1 
proving how little he himſelf reſpected the N 
ties of- conjugal fidelity. We ſhall have 9 
occaſion to particulariſe ſeveral inſtances of © 
this kind, in the courſe of our hiſtory : we 
will only mention here that on theſe” occaſi- 1 

ons, he arouſed his dormant paſſions by 1 
drinking a certain Egyptian wine, compoſed 1 
of aromatics, which poſſeſſed all the quali. | 1 
ties neceſſary for the completion -of his, in-| 3 
- tzntions. - | | | 5 L | 
His wife having at length begun to hear- 8 
ken to his inſtructions, he conducted her F 
two or three times to the place where ſhe 9 


0 
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had formerly, been ſo di 
ders. She ſombtimes received clothes, ſome- 
times trinkets, and ſometimes a little money, 
Jo as the reward of her condeſcenſion., a One 


bedient to his or 


: day. the huſband wrote a letter i in his wike' 8 


name to the loyer whom he had forced her 
1; receive, in which he begged | the loan of 
9785 few crowns, which were immediately | ſent : : 


in return for theſe he promiſed an interview | 


* 


in the courſe of next day, and the lady was 
_ faithful to the appointment, 2 & 


Balſamo having frequently Auge 3 . 


2 


| place of abode about this time, formed many | 


new acquaintance; and, among others, cul- 
tivated an intimacy with Otrayio Nicaſtro, 
2 perſon well known on account of haying 
; afterwards finiſhed his exiſtence at the > gib- 
| | bet, a8 an accomplice i in an „ — 
and alſo with another celebrated Se, 
called the Marquis Agliata: both of theſe 
2 . were Sicilians. | The character of the Mar- 


oy quis had, a a ſtrong. reſemblance to het of 
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18 xx Ur or . 
our hero. Durin g the time of their inti- 9 
macy together, they were frequently per- 
ceived to be hut up in a chamber, where 
: they remained a long time without any 
Third perſon whatever. About what they 
were occupied is not preciſely known ; but 
more than one perſon has been heard to 
affirm, that they were one day ſeen to iflue 
from the place of conference, the Marquis | : 
holding two bills in His hand; which, after 1 
having compared together, he preſented to 7 
Balſamo, telling him at the ſame time that 
it was impoſſible to do any thing better. 
ene himſelf has not attempted to deny 
the ſuperior genius of his friend in all things 
chat regarded the counterfeiting of writing, 
and the imitation of ſeals: adding, that this 
1 extraordinary nobleman had preſented him 
with a patent as an officer in the ſervice of 
the king of Pruffia, in which he himſelf 
pretended to be a colonel ; and had forged 
the fignature of that eat with a wonder- 


ful degree of accuracy. Thus authorized 


by letters patent from the head of the illuſ- 
TX trious houſe of Brandenbourg, Balſamo 
3 ; actually aſſumed the uniform of one of the 


Pruſſian regiments. 


Theſe inſeparable 11 now determined 
to leave Rome: - the cauſe of their ſudden de- 
parture may be fairly attributed to what has 

een reported by Balſamo 8 on father- in- 


law. Nicaſtro having quarrelled with his 


2 moſt probably about a diviſion of 


the booty. preſented himſelf to. the officers 


of the police, accuſed them of having forged | 
ſeveral bonds, and offered to give evidence 
againſt them, There is reaſon to believe 
that this treachery having been diſcovered 


by A gliata and his companion, they deter- 


mined inſtantly to leave the capital of the ' 


Roman dominions. | 
They accordin 8 in two fox eparate 


carriages; the wife of Balſamo being ſeated 
in that which contained the Marquis, and 
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the huſband i in the other, uy with che ſe- 6 
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cretary of Agliata. 
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Balſamo has confeſſed, without any reluc- : 

F 
tance, how little the conjugal vows s were 
reſpected during this journey, which was 
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entirely at the expence of his titled compa- 
; nion. Having t taken the road to Venice by 
Loretto, they arrived at Bergamo; ; and 
while on the road, -ommitted a great num. 
ber of rogueries : : among others, Caglioſtro 
and Agliata, after having. ſhut themſelves. 
| up f for ſome time without the knowledge of - 
intervention of any perſo are en to 
f have fabricated let: ers ot introduction 
| Which a Tordell them an opportunity of trick 34 
ing ſeveral reſpectable families out of con- : \ 
ſiderable ſums e ir 
They ſtopped ſome days' at Bergamo, o- 
cupied! in recruiting their purſe, and in mak- 
ing acquaintance. The magiſtrates, Howe⸗ 


F 


ver, having diſcovered the character and 


& 
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puriuits of the ſtrangers, Balfamo and his 
wife were arreſted ; and, after undergoing 
the neceſſary examinations, were baniſhed 
From the city. Agliata had the good ſor- 
tune to eſcape. At the moment that the 
officers. of juſtice ſeized the huſband, he 
had ſufficient addreſs to convey a {mall pac- 
ket of bills to his wife, | which he conjured . 
her to deſtroy onpurpoſeto ſave his life. She 
accordingly concealed them in her boſom, 
8 and tookthe firſt opportunity of tearingthem 

to pieces. She obſerved, on this occaſion, 
that the bills were written on ſtamped pa- 
per. We learn alſo from this woman, that 
her huſband was not intimidated, by this 
untoward accident, ſrom continuing this 
ſpecies of fraud; for on a future occaſion 
he fabricated paper, with the neceſſary 
marks, at a village ſituate on the river of 
Genoa. By means of that very paper he 
forged a note for two thouſand five hundred 


erowns, which he rude got diſcounted 
Oe 4 


22 THE LIFE or 
at Savona:. But let us return to Ber- 
__ Balfamo having been driven from this 
city, as we have already mentioned, found, 
himſclf in extreme milery, for Agliata had 
dread of being impriſoned, on account of 
tits former forgeries, had not deterred 
* gr oa rd hes 
undertake a pilgrimage to St. James of Gal 
8 
He withed to irfinuate, in the courſe of 
Bis interrogatori es, that he had been excited 


to this journey by his piety, as a penance 
for His fins, and thoſe of his wife it i 


certain however that they never went to 
that holy place. He has even been forced 
to acknowledge, that having found means 
to live more at his eaſe, as. we ſhall ſee 
in the ſequel, he 1 loft all W 


COUNT” cer % 23 
of completing this pilgrimage; and it is 
not difficult to gueſs what the motives were 
"which deterred” him from — his 

| ewe: TINO | 
Having both of them aſſumed the dreſs. 
"ep pilgrims, they travelled through the 
territories of Sardinia and Genoa, and at 
length arrived: at Antibes. 


During this journey they lived upon alms; 
which they endeavoured to procure in 
greater abundance, by feigning to have 
undertaken a pilgrimage, as a penance vo- 
luntarily impoſed upon themſelves, on ac- 
count of having contracted a clandeſtine: 
begging was a bad trade, 
and afforded a very ſcanty ſupport, the 
| huſband ſolicited his wife to augment it by 
the ſale of her charms 5 and, in the midſt 
of menaces for this purpoſe, he uſually ut 
tered the moſt horrible impieties. Of 
what ſervice is your virtue 7? 406 he. 

5 


marriage. But as 


— 


DD 
— — — 2c 


9 
1 
0 
' 
5 
BO 
P. 
/ 
1 
1 
# 
I 
4 
A 
be 
1 
8 | 
3 
BY 
8 
. 
+ 
W, 
1 
4 4 
N 3 
. A ©. 
>1 
5 
3% 
: 
8 
(298) 
f - * 
* 
k 
P A 
5 
BY 
va 8 
* 
4 
* 
- . > 
1 WW 
0 "FB 
: 1 
8 
1 
"FI 
41 * 
þ " 
1 1 
E 4 
+ 
. 
1 
46-3 
* 
1 
b 23 
= 7 
4] . 
; 
" 4 
op, 
"$ - 
- WT 
> | 
9 
£ 
a . 
bo N 
7 
ZZ 2 
5% 1 
1 
[4 
7 
Ss © 
"4 
} U 
. 4 
4 
| 
' 
f 
4 
1 
3 
1 
f 8 


1 
8 PRC: 


24 E LIFE OF. 
% Does the God on whom you 4 0nd . | 
ford you any ſuccour ? Do you not behold | 
the miſery with which weare overwhelmed?” 
Several officers at Antibes profited of 
the effects of theſe leſſons ; and by means 
of the money which they preſented her, 
and the alms which they received, this vir- 
tuous couple continued their journey, and ar- 
rived at Barcelona, where they remained 
for ſix months. At the end of that period, 
their property being all expended, Balſamo | 
* perſuaded his wife to go and confeſs herſelf ' 
in a church in the neighbourhood of their 
5 inn, which belonged to a convent; and de- 
ſired her to inform the father confeſſor, that 
they were both deſcended from an illuſtrious 
Roman family; but that, having married 
without the conſent of their relations, and 
their remittances falling ſhort, they were 
reduced to the moſt deplorable Poyerty - 


' COUNT CAGLIGSTRO. 
Lorenza obeyed the commands of her 
ſpouſe, and even improved upon his in- 


een 108 the confeſſor actually 
| believed the fabricated ſtory, and preſented 


ber with a ſmall ſum of money. On'the 


next morning he ſent her a ham ; and fol- 


: lowing himſelf ſoon after, ta make them a 


viſit of condolence, he ſaluted the huſ- 


band by the title of “ His Excellency.“ 

Both of them have acknowledged the truth 
of this anecdote; but Balſamo, notcovetous 
of the glory of it, has attributed the honour 
Of the invention entirely to his wife. Howe- 
ver, thevigilance of the rector of the pariſh 
embarraſſed them not a little; Jor, having 


conceived ſuſpicions of their veracity, 5 * 


he demanded the contra of their mars 
| riage, whichthey happeacd rot to have 
along with them. RIMS, 

That they might not Bereiter be expoſed 


to a ſimilar mortification, Balfamo deter- 


n ined to {licit the pro e ion of a gran- 
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dee; and to obtain this he thought that he 
could not deviſe a better expedient for his 
introduction, than to make uſe of the at- 
tractions of his wife. 
Voung and agreeable, of a middle ſize, 
poſſeſſed of a white ſkin, brown hair, 
round countenance, brilliant eyes, happy 
phiſiognomy, and uncommoen ſenſibility, | 
Lorenza was admirably calculated to ex- 
eite the paſſions. This actually took place 
on the preſent oecaſion, as well as on many 
others. 5 

The huſband and wife having preſented. | 
themſelves to this perſonage, informed 
him of their fitvation.. After having or- 
dered: the huſband to retire, the magiſtrate- 
| interrogated the wife with great ſeriouſneſs. 
as to the truth of their marriage. He be- 
came ſenfible by her anſwers, that this ce- 
remony had taken place; ; and while he 
undertook to procure an authentic copy of 
che certificate from Rome, the beauty of. 


— 
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the lady made ſuch an impreſſion upon his 
mind, that he inſinuated certain propoſals 
that did but. little credit to his character. 

She refuſed compliance with his deſires; 
and he gave her time to reflect on the ſub- 
ject, and diſmiſſed her. Thecircumſtances of 
this in terview being recounted to the huſ- 
band, Lorenza received the moſt bitter re- 
proaches on account of her behaviour; and 
at the end of a few days was carried back to 
the houſe of the grandee. Scarce was ſhe 
arrived, when he requeſted her to anſwer 
his propoſition by a ſingle yes or no « the 
huſband, here intercepting | her reply, 
exclaimed, Yes ! and inſtantly retired. 
Th e conſequence of this reply produced a 
double piftole ; and Lorenza received a fimi- 
lar recompence on the eight following days, 
during which her huſband eſcorted her re- 
 gularly to the ſame hotel. 
The contract of marriage at length ar- 
raved. from Rome;, but by this time Balſa- 
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mo had formed an intimacy with noble. 
man who was upon his travels. He alſo 
fell in love with Lorenza, who did not 
fail, as may be readily ſuppoſed, of inform- 
ing the huſband of the circumſtance. Balſa- 
mo knowing that in a ſhort time the tribute 
of double Pi i/toles would ceaſe to be paid by 
the enamoured magiſtrate, counfelled his 
ile to flatter the paſſion, but not to ſa- 
tisfy the wiſhes, of the ſtranger ; that he 


; might be enabled to travel to Madrid at his 
expence, as he wiſhed much to viſit that . 


capital. 

This deen was "carried into execution 
with all imaginable fucceſs. They all 
three repaired to the metropolis of Spain, 
where they lived in the ſame houſe; the 


noble traveller occupying an apartment 


5 contiguous to the lady's. 


However, as he paid all the charges, and 
began to perceive that he was duped, he at 
length threatened to remove. Alarmed at 
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this MER Tay, Balſamo informed his 
ſpouſe, that it was at length neceſſary to, 


comply with his defires ;. the. accordingly, 


obeyed the injunctions of her huſband, and 
this criminal - intercourſe continued for a 


conſiderable time. Almoſt every morning 
at. day-break this kind ſpouſe. awakened 


his wite, and informed her that it was time 
for her to riſe, and repair to the apart- 
ment of their illuſtrious gueſt. 


*A& law-ſuit which Balſamo carried on at 


this time againſt one of his. countrymen, 


gave him an opportunity of ſending his 


wife to ſolicit the miniſter in his behalf. In 


the courſe of this affair, he inſiſted on a 
ſcrupulous and exact account of every thing 


that concerned his fair petitioner : ſhe in- 
formed him minutely of her ſituation, 
even to her connection with the ſtranger, 
whom he wiſhed her to diſmiſs, at the 
fame time. "A himſelf as a lover i in 
his ſtead. his argument however not 


"Y 
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being ſatisfactory to Madam Balſamo, the 
miniſter immediately withdrew his protec- 
tion; obſerving, at the ſame time, that he 
ſhould hereafter be inexorable to | her in- 
freaties. | | 
This threat was virifed 4 in a ſhort time; 
for the traveller being no longer able to ſa- 
tisfy the avaricious demands of Balſamo, 
who was perpetually ſoliciting either money 
or effects, at length reſolved to abandon 
them. On this Lorenza, by order of her 
huſband, who had been informed of every 
thing, repaĩred once more to the miniſter: 
but he, with the ſtately dignity of a Spa- 
niard, reſiſted all her temptations; and diſ. 
miſſed her with this energetic. reply — IL 
have learned, Madam, to ai a. Ns: 
facred !”” | 
| Being thus abandoned, IG reſolved to 
repair to Liſbon. As ſoon as they arrived 
3 there, Balſamo- made it his buſineſs to en-- 
quire at a celebrated ordinary, where. 
Be dined, concerning ſome perſons in, 


| COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. i 
aMuent - circumſtances ; and he ſoon. 


merchant, wha ſeemed exactly ſuited to 
his purpoſe. He accordingly diſpatched 


bis wife next morning to ſolicit alm of 


him. On this occaſion, ſhe received a 
piece of money, which was accompanied 


with certain offers of another ſort; and in 


con cluſion, an ĩnterv iew was agreed upon in 


a garden belonging to his country houſe. 


In the courſe of three months this amour 
was cultivated with uncommon affiduity by 
both parties, and produced no leſs than 
_ eight piſtoles for every viſit made by the la- 


dy. However, the fear of a diſpute with 
the family of the merchant, who beheld 


this intercourſe with an evil eye, made 
Balſamo at length determine to leave this 5 


city and repair to London. | 
That his deſigns in that capital micht. 
be attended with ſucceſs, he contrived it ſo 


that his wife ſhould learn the Engliſh lan- 


- 
- 
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learned the name and reſidence of a rich 
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_ guage, during their reſidence in Portugal; 


and he Procured as her governeſs a young 


woman, to whom he himſelf gave leſlons 
of a very different kind. 


Balſamo, on his arrival in London , en- 


- wt 


He arrived in London, according to his own accounts” | 
in July, 1776; poſſeſſed, it we believe his ſtory, cf plate, . 
Jewels, and ſpecie, to the amount of zoool. Scon after Wy 


W 8 he hired apartments in Whitcomb-ſtreet, im- 
mediately adjoining Hedge- lane, in which he pretends 


to have dedicated a large portion of his time to his fa- 
2urite ſtudies of chemiſtry and phyſic. 


During his diſpute with M. de Morande, the follow- 


ing inventory of his n was * in the Courier 
de YEarope: : Cs” LES: 


* gold repeater, elne in Maca with ers of 


gold, and enriched with two circlets - - of diamonds. 
Its chain, three rows of ſmall diamonds, -terminated by 
three large ones, and brilliant pendants from two of 
wiich hung a cluſter of diamonds, and from the fourth 


à ſeal mounted in the ſame.—N. B. On this watch, 
the chain of which was valued at 01e thouſand five hun- 


dred pounds, five hundred pounds was lent by A pawn- 


| ; broker in Prince? s-{treet, Leiceſter- fields. 


- 


% A ſmall green ſeal-ſkin caſe, containing fix rings 
the firſt conſiſting of five diamonds, ſurrounded with 
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paged as uſual in that ſhameful commerce, 
in which he bartered thecharms of his wife | 


\ 


1 ones; FR Cond of two 3 in 4 form of- T 
a heart, and encircled likewiſe with diamonds, &c. the 
third repreented a garter and buckle in ſmall diamonds. 


AN. B. r heſe belonged to Madam Cagiioftro, The 


three others were hoop rings, two > of diamonds, and 


* 


the third of garnets. 55 


o 


„ A pair of W eine Wi: in each, in 


* 


green ſeal'ſcin caſe. inne 08 20 1 17 2 
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“The portrait. of M. Cagfiolto A 9 COM 8 


with diamonds, in a caſe ſet with ditto. 0 


* 


« The figure of a dove compoſed of diamonds, and 


| ſuſpended by three rows of fine pearl, 8 
A necklace of ditt oo 
d N par of ear-rings of "ſmall beans." 


A pair of black' ilkebraclets; ith diamond buckles. | 


A large hoop ring of diamonds in a gold box. 


& An oval gold coloured fauff box—on it are en- 


graven implements of gardening—in a "caſe of ditto. 


„% A ſweet-meat box of gold, in a red ſkin - caſe, 


&c. &c.“ꝰ 4 =! TH 4 1 yo IT by "7x0 2 . 2851 | 
This, and a numerous liſt of other Wig 1 


valuable, are ſaid to have been brought by the Count 


into England,. If fo, Lorenza and he muſt have been 
very ſucceſsful in their virtuous cccupation ſince the time 
vhen they were obliged, by want, to undertake a pilgri- 
mage to St. James of Gallcia, T. 
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| 34 HE LIFE OF 
againſt the property of every opulent man, 
who wiſhed to become a purchaſer. We 
ſhall here confine ourſelves to the recital of 
one anecdote. By the laws of England, 


if a man ſurpriſes his wife in adultery, he 


can commence a lawſuit againſt the ſedu- 
cer, and oblige him to pay a large ſum of 
money. Wn 

Balſamoandhis abe FEE 1 65 reſidence 
in that capital, got acquainted with ſeveral 
quakers; and alſo witha Sicilian, whom they : 
called the Marquis de Vivona.. One of the 
quakers was. captivated with che charms of 
the lady; and, in his attempts to ſeduce | 
her virtue, entirely forgot the auſterity of 
his ſect. Without yielding to his wiſhes, 
Lorenza informed her huſband of his paſ- 
ſion; and he contrived, in concert with 
Vivona, that ſhe ſhould promiſe him a pri- 
vate interview; - that two witneſſes ſhould 
watch in an adjoining. chamber ; and that, 
at the moment when the quaker ſhould 
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think himſelf on the brink of happineſs, 
upon a certain ſignal being given, Balſa- 
mo, Vivona, and the ſervants ſhould ruſh 


into the apartment; and by means of 


threats, inſults, and menaces, oblige him 
to pay dearly for his untaſted pleaſures. 


; Every thing ſucceeded according to their | 


'withes. The quaker, faithful to his ap- 
pointment, repaired at the hour agreed 
upon, and began to compliment the lady 
in the manner made uſe of in Penſylvania. 
Lorenza affected to be ſurpriſed at his gal- 
lantry, and aſked how it was poſſible for 
one of the © friends“ to beſo polite to the 
r 
The dialogue on 1 exceedingly 
| lively and interefting : and at length the 


quaker, as if preparing to ſwim in bliſs, 


throws off his hat, his wig and his coat. 
But the concerted ſignal being given at 
| ; This, inſtant, Balſamo, Vivona, and thereſt 

” ae. the chamber, and | furprinsd him 
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36 
in this ridiculous ſituation. Thus caught ih 
the fact, as it were, it was in vain for him 
to diflemble; he fumed, fretted, curſed, and 
ſwore, and at length was permitted to eſ- 
cape, on condition of preſenting the en- 
raged huſband with one hundred pounds 
ſterlin g, which was inſtantly comphed | 
with. On his departure the Ae d- 
vided the money between n 
Theſe two wendy... however, a after 
| ſrpanted.; the circumſtance which occaſi- 
oned their diſunion Was as follows Bal. 
ſamo, who was in poſſeſſon-of a large quan- 
tity of ropazes, which he had collected dur- 
ing his reſidence at Liſbon, wiſhing to con- 
vert them into money, entruſts them to 
$2 Vivona; who, after having accepted the 
employment, appropriated them to his own 
uſe, and then abſconded. : 
8 Soon after Balſamo himſelf was thrown 
into priſon “, by his landlord, for the rent 


55 ti the King 5 bench, | barin been render by 
his bail. T. ie 


Af 
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8 of his houſe. It muſt undoubtedly appear 
| | extraordinary, to behold this man ſo fre- 

quently reduced to miſery, notwithſtanding 
the conſiderable acquiſitions which he had 
1 made both in money and effects. The rea- 
| der's aſtoniſhment will however ceaſe, if, 
to the waſte naturally attendant on ill-got- 
ten wealth, be added the proud and ex- 
travagant demeanour of Balſamo, who, 
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that he might appear a man of conſequence 
in the opinion of the world, ſet no bounds 
to his expences. ; 
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It is an acknowledged fact, without rec- 
koning che preſents which he and his wife 
had received, in the courſe of their travels, 
in jewels, watches, &c. that he procured 
upwards of an hundred thouſand crowns in 
Hard caſh, This however did not prevent 
him from being mo1e than once reduced 
to ſuch diſtreſs, as to he under the neceſſity 


a Fo . 
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238 TR LIFE OF 
of pawning his trinkets for the payment of 
his domeſtic expences. 
II !ne generoſity of an Engliſh gentleman 
at length opened the gates of his priſon: 
- His wife, by frequenting the Catholic cha- 
pel belonging to the Bavarian miniſter *, 
had an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with a very worthy character, to whom 
ſhe mentioned the ſituation of her huſband, 
and from whoſe bounty ſhe received a ſam 
of money ſufficient to liquidzte the debt. 
Beſides this, their patron, out of mere 
charity, received them both into his houſe. 
Amidſt the familiarity which this cir. 
cumſtance brought about, he imagined that 
de had diſcovered a genius for painting in 
Balſamo, who readily undertook to deco- 
_rateſameapartmentsat his countryrefiderde. 


® Ar that time ſituate inGolden-dquare, being apaexed 
de the houſe of Can Thing *. | 
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The Engliſhman having removed his fa- 
mily from town on purpoſe to ſuperintend 
the labours of his gueſt, it ſo happened 
that his daughter, who was ſtill young, be- 
came enamoured with the painter. It is 


not well known whether this attachment : 
| proceeded voluntarily from herſelf, or whe- 
: ther it was produced by the ſeductive arts 
of Balſamo: this much is however certain 
(and. he has confeſſed it. himſelf), that he 
| wrought the paſſions of this young woman 
to ſuch a pitch of folly, that ſhe preſented 
him at different times with n ſums of 
E money. 364 I ad 
It may appear altoniſhinig chat a man like 
this ſhould be able to inſinuate himſelf. into 
the good graces of the fair ſexz more elpe- 
5 cially as all thoſe who were intimately ac- 


5 quainted with him have affirmed, that he 1 
had: nothing "engaging N in ws — xera | 


bor converſation. | a Bree 


| | 
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j | 

Rather Mort than tall in bis ſtature, ofa 


brown complexion, bloated .countenance, 
and -a ſevere aſpect; uſing a Sicilian di- 
" ale) . disfigured by many phraſes of a fo- 


IF 
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reign idiom, which altogether formed an 
almoſt Iſraelitiſn jargon ; deſtitute of any 
{| df thoſe graces, ſo common in the worid | 
= of gallantry + without knowledge, without 
4 A abilities, and, in fine, deprived of every 
f means of inſpiring love *—how could a 


TO this EDDA RE | by the bo land &f « an 4 


4 inquiſitor, we ſhall add 2 companion, drawn by ar | : 
q avowed admirer of the Count: the likeneſe was taken 
Aung his laſt refidence in England. T. 
J The Count de Caglioſtro is below the middle ſi | 


7 ture, and inclined to corpuleticy ; his face is a round 
dral his complexion and eyes · dark, the latter uncom- 
|  monlypenetrating, In his addreſs, we are not ſenſible 

of that jndeſcribable grace which engages che affections 
before we conſult the underſtanding, -Oa the contrary, 
there is in his manner a ſelfimportance, which at 
firſt rather diſguſts than allures, and obliges us to w-. 
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man of this deſcription obtain ſuch an aſ- 
cendancy over the ladies, that, after hav- 
ing perverted them fromthe path of virtue, 


hold our regard, till on 2 more intimate acquaintance 
we yield it as the tribute of ourreaſon. Though natu- 
rally ſtudious and contemplative, his converſation is 
rightly, abounding with judicious Temarks and 
- pleaſant anecdotes ; yet, with an underſtanding in the 
higheſt degree perſpicuous and enlarged, he is ever ren- 
dered the dupe of the ſycophant and the flatterer. His 
heart and purſe are ever open to the ſupplications of diſ- 
treſs; but there is, in his mode of beſtowing, a pom- 

' polity, which frequently renders that liberality afcribed 
do oftentation, which is in reality the effect of atruly 
compaſſionate and beneficent heart. | 
Far from being ſchooled in the Tcience of decep- 

.. tion, he poſſeſſes a noble frankneſs, which does honour ; 
to human nature; a diſpoſition open and unreſerved, 5 
even to a fault. I his attachment be is warm and ſteady; 
and though eaſily provoked to choler, it is a wm 
which, like thole " mer, OY paſſes b 
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42 | THE LIPE or 
"they actually recompenſed and rewarded 
him with magnificent preſents. His artful 
conduct, however, willfurnith us withanam- 
ple ſolution to this problem; for he made it a ö 
rule to pay his addreſſes to no woman unleſs 4 
| the was either old, or ſo ugly, that ſhe 
could never have expected a lover, had not 
duch a man as: Balſamo been in exiſtence. 
48 he Engliſh gentleman, who had begun 
to be diſpleaſed at ſeeing himſelf deceived 
in regard to the decorations of his apart- 
ments, which were disfigured rather than 
embelliſhed by the daubing, of Balſamo, 
became furious when he perceived that his 
daughter had been debauched. Neverthe- 
leſs he had ſuch a command over his paſ- 
dons, that he contented himſelf with drive 
mg the painter and his . WI ife out of 
bis houſe. : 

| Balſamo having thus become once 
more deſtitute, aſe the 8 of Eng- 
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1 2 and tock the road towards France. 


At Dover he formed an acquaintance with 

a M. Duplaiſir, who offered to carry him 
and his lady to Paris. This invitation was 
accepted, and it is from Caglioftro's 3 own - 
mouth that we learn, that during the 
whole of the journey Duplaiſir trevelled 


in a poſt-chaiſe along with his wile, while 


„„ b * . | . F 
he himſelf accompanied them at an humble 


diſtance on horſeback. 
It is not difficult to comprehend "the 


wake of Balſamo became the miſtreſs of 


Duplaifir, and continued in that capatity _ 


for many months at Paris; during which he 
defrayed the expences of the. whole party. 


The inſatiable diſpoſition of Balſamo, Who 
always wiſhed to ſell his merchandize as 


dear as poflible, at lengthdiſguſted the lover, 
whoſe finances were not very conſiderable: 


he accordingly adviſed Lorenza, if ſhe 


This was in 1772. „„ 
"On © | 


Fg 


conſequeuce of this arrangement. The 
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44 uE LITE OF 
choſe to continue this trade, either to carry 
it on on her own account, or to return to 
Italy and live with her parents. She aſ- 
ſured him that ſhe deſigned to follow his 
eounſel; and in a few days after actually 
abandoned the habitation of her huſband, 
and removed to another which her paramour 
had provided for her; taking care, how- 
ever, to carry all her clothes and ornaments 
along with her. 

The huſband, extremely irritated at this 
elopement, had recourſe to the king's au. 
thority, and obtained an order to arreſt | 1 
his wife, who was conducted to Sr. Pelagie ; 
where ſhe: remained for ſeveral months; 
during all this time he himſelf took up bis 

abode with an old demirep.. . = „ 


* Lo 2 EY 5 K. Pelagic was an eſtabliſhment ia 
Paris, ſomewhat in the . a houſe of correc- 
tion for looſe women. This, Hke every thing elſe un- 
der the ofd government, being liable to the moſt ſcanda- 
ous abuſe, bas participated in the genera reform, T. 
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The ſale of a certain waſh for beauti- | 


| fying the ſkin procured ham ſome money 


about this period; but he received much 
more from the generoſity of the lady with 


| whom he Was connected, and with whom 
he continued to live a conſiderable time 
after his wife Was releaſed from St. Pelagie, 
At length he took a houſe for himſelf 3 near 
to one of the barriers. _ 


It is not a little intereſting to thoſe aeg. ® 


roue of being informed of every thing 
concerning this remarkable man, that dur- 


ing the time that Lorenza was in confine- _ 


ment, the police drew up a memorial, 


which was afterwards printed in Paris, un- 


der the title of « Ma correſpondance avec 
le Comte Caglioſtro. 5 Among a 
things contained in this, is to be found the 
depoſition of Duplaiſir, who ſwore that, 
| although Balſamo and his wife had lived 


during three months at his expence, they 
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a. THE LIFE or 
had nevertheleſs contracted debts to the | 
amount of more than two hundred crowns 4 


with milliners, mantua-makers, and danc- 
ing-maſters. : et 
Having taken a houſe” at one of the bar- 
riers, as we have already mentioned, dur- 
ing his reſi dence there he found means to 
form an acquaintance with two perſons of 
| diſtinQtion, who carried heir love of che- 
miſtry to a ridic ulous "excels: © | He pre- 
tended to have diſcovered ſome mitaculous 4 
fecrets in that ſcience ; he even aſſerted 
that he had found out the art of making : 
gold, and of prolonging human exiſtence. 
This latter affertion had peculiar” charſns : 
for one of them; who had arrived at a vey ; 
advanced age. To confirm their belief in 
his promiſes, he took a few Spaniſh” piſtoles 
ſrom them, and having melted them along” 
with other materials in a crucible, he pro- 
duced a lump of gold of more value than 
the money OR. they had depoſited before 


; of” 


* = 
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| the operation. By means of theſe ſtrata- 


gems, and ſeveral others; he protured oh” - 


wards of fifty louis ors. 
It is almoſt needleſs to mention, | that g 


our hero neither communicated to them ky 
the ſecret of making gold, nor of efcaping 


from death. He engaged, however, to dif: 
cover both of "theſe raf but the pe- 


riod for the performance having: at lengti | 
elapſed, his "Dupils began to form ſuſpicions b 


concerning his veracity.: Balſamo was well 
aware of the danger of his ſituation; and 
dreading leſt he ſhould be arreſted for the. 


money advanced, he procured Aa paſſport , 


under a fictitious name, fled with great 
precipitation to Bruſſels, and after having 
traverſed Germany and Italy, arrived at” 
his native: city of Palermo 

He dit: not however long ceusey his li- 
berty among Bis countrymen. Marano, 
the jeweller whom he had not only duped 


But. baſtinadoed, as we hate before ment. 
. | 
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as _ THE LIFE OF | 
 oned, haying not yet forgot his injuries, 
immediately applied to the magiſtrates, and 
ptocured-an order for his impriſonment. 
$oon after this, a proſecution took place in 
conſequence of the teſtiment that had been 
orged in favour of the Marquis Maurigi : 
the proteQion of a nobleman, to whom he 
had procured a powerful recommendation 
7 while at Naples, prevented him, however, 
from being condemned to the gallies ; and 
be wWas actually ſet at liberty, on condition 
of immediately departing from Palermo.. 4 
- Being thus once more obliged to abandon. 
the city which gave him. birth, he repaired, 
in company with. his wife, to Malta; where 
he is. faid to. have f upported himſelf for 
ſome time by the ſale of his pomade for 
improving the complexion ; but the tom-- 
modity from which he drew his moſt cer- 
tain revenue appears to have been=—his. | 
wife! FEY | 
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At the end of three months he left that 


ifland alſo, Let us here make a fort di- 
greſſion How comes it about that this 
mam could never remain for any conſide- 

rable time in any one country whatever? 


And how was it poſſible that he could tranſ- 


port himſelf with fuch facility from one 
end of Europe to another : We can only | 
anſwer as tothe fat. —His travels, his voy- 

ages, his vagabond kind of life, are known: 5 
to all the world. To. an unquiet and tur- 


bunt ee by added. A aeg for wa- 


companied with its peculiar advantages; fon 


he was thus ſuddenly. removed. from his 


cenſors, his creditors, and his enemies. 


From Malta he paſſed over to Naples, A 


where. he remained. for ſeyeral months ;. 
and, he. there: once more. found. his advan... 
tage in. pretending. to an extraordinary... 
| knowledge 3 in the ſcience: of enk, and 
the Wien, of. the cabela.. 11 arty 
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THE wks or 

Among others, he got acquainted in 
that city with a merchant and à prieſt, wo 
became both enamoured of his pretended. 
diſcoveries.” The merchant was rich; the 
monk governed him; and our ddvEntures F 
perceiving it to be for his intereſt to rule 

. His? new friend without the inconvenience 
of a rival, attempted te ſupplant the 8 

father, and ſueceeded accordingiy. N. 

11 Having thus acquired the Wsdwidel of 

1 teem of this ſimple man, he found no 


| 

| great difficulty in borrowing large ſums 

g | _Trom' him, promifing in return to make 
dim acquainted with thoſe ſeiences which 


he dignified with the epithet of the ſublime. 
At this period, in compliance with the de- 
| fires, of Lorenza, he invited his father. in- f 
law, and his wife's brother, to Naples; the 1 
latter of whom he was Prevailed upon to | 
take wider his protection. This young 


ä man was handſome, and had an engaging 
Air 2 Balſams e formed. the * 
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COUNT CaaLtooTRo. 51 g 
of matching him with * 2 lady poſſeſſing fimi- > 
lar quilities, that he might rear her up in j 
the ſame manner as he had done Lorenza, 2 
and acquire the ſame advantages by means - 
of her beauty. He was well aſſured that, 5 
with two females ſo excellently cdycated, he 
could not fail of procuring immenſe, ſums. f 
Accompanied by his wife, and his bro- 
ther- in- law, he left t Naples, and ſet off for 5 
France. Having arrived at Marſeilles, they 
determined to remain in that city for ſomes 
time. Balſamo found an opportunity, dur- 
ing his reſidence there, of gaining the con- 5 
fidence of a lady, who, although e was old, 
had not as yet entirely abandoned the idea 
of gallantry. Having perceived her foible, he 
determined not to let ſuch an. opportunity 
eſcape his vigilance ; : and whether 1t was 
that the beldame became enamoured of mm, 
or that he feigned to be attached to her, it 


fo happened that an inti imer and attacks 
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32 THE LIFE or : 
ment took place between them. He him- 
felf has avowed, without any reſerve what- 
ever, that he received abundance of pre- 
ſents from her, ſome i in meets and others | 
in effects. TOR . 
This lady, who 1 bow formerly — 
handſome, had a lover during her youth, 
who ſtill reſided i in her neighbourhood. 5 
and, notwithſtanding his advanced: age, ex- . 
| hibited ſymptoms of the ſtrongeſt jealouſy 8 
at her partiality for Balſamo. The. old 
lady was determined however toloſe neither 
of her adorers; the one, becauſe he was in 
the vigour of youth, the other, becauſe be. 
was exceſſively wealthy... She accordingly. | 
u ggeſted to the firſt the means of ſoftening 
| the aſperity of the ſecond. The antient- 
| lover Nil telt all the ardour of. affection for. | 7 
his charmer; but he perceived with hor- 
ror that age had furrowed his check, and 85 
enfecbled his pleaſures. Balfamo took ae * 
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COUNT” CAGLIOSTRO— 33 
vantage of this, and promiſed by means of 
a chemical operation to reſtore him to the 
full vigour of youth and enjoyment ; and 
as this decrepit gallant was ſeized with the 
mania of diſcovering the philoſopher's ſtone, | 
the pretended philoſoph er had the moſt am- 
ple opportunity of deceiving him at his 
own eaſe. He accordingly made him ac- 
quainted with ſeveral ine, which he 
performed by means of his alembic, and 
amuſed him with the: promiſe. of diſcover- 
ing the ſecret of making gold. In the mean 
time he extracted conſiderable ſums from 
him under pretence of purchaſing the in- 
gredients, which he pretended to be ex- 
ceedingly expenſive. | 5 * 

While every thing went om in this . 
perous manner. Balſamo did not loſe 
ſight of the project which he had. _ 
in behalf of N brother. in. las. * bad 


a © lows foreman ad the 3 oy 


54 THE” LIFE” OF | 
ſupport this. importancez he had clothed 
him in the moſt ſumptuous and extravagant 
apparel. In the mean time, he himſelf 
paſſed for an offtcer of rank; and always: 
affected to appear dreſſed in the Pruſſtan 
uniform, mbich- as had yu! _ him 
to wear. 
All this Audigy was intended to being. | 
about a match between the Romancavalier: 
and one of the daughters of his female 
friend, who was about eighteen years of 
age. He -himſ elf accordingly - demanded: 
the young lady in form from her mother, 
who was quite enchanted with the honoun 
of am alliance with him, The marriage 
however did not take place, owing to the 
obſtinate reſiſtance of Lorenza and her bro- 
ther. It would be here unneeeſſary to men- 
tion the brutahty and eruel treatment which- 
both®of®them - - affixym--to bave experienced 
le e on account: 0 this refuf al; 


— . * 


*% » 


| _ EOUNT 'CACLIOSTRO. 5 
us A of their declaration is ſufficiently | 
guarantied by the tranſports of rage natural 
to a man of his character, on ſeeing him 
ſelf deprived of ſuch a fine eee of” 


« acquiring wealth. TY en, 
g | The time for accompliſhing the vide of. © 
the old beau was now nearly elapſed, and it 
became neceſſary to come to fome reſolution. 
how to act upon the occaſion. This was | 
not difficult : 2 Bal ſamo perſuaded him; that 
he had juſt received intelligence that his 
father-in-law was ſuddenly ſeized” withe%a * 
| dangerous malady at Rome, and that it 
was abſolutelynecefſary that he ſhould im- 
mediately repair to that capital. This ex. 
cuſe alſo ſerved for the enamoured lady 3 | 
and that he might proceed with greater di- 
ligence on his journey, and return with 3 
more celerity, they preſented him with 
an excellent travelling carriage, and a re 4 
Tum of ny. | LE q 
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56 THE LIFE or 


and attended on Caglioſtro, his wife, and 


that city, they departed for Alicant, where 
Don Thiſcio experienced the moſt humiliat- 
ing reception. 


ceeded to Cadiz, where he found another 


Fanatic i in the myſteries of chemiſtry. Hav- 
ing introduced himſelf with his uſual ef- 
frontery to. this new dupe, he tricked him £2 
out of a bill of exchange for one thouſand | 

_ crowns, under the ordinary pretext of pro- 


Having converted the carriage into >dol- | 
hrs at Barcelona, Balſamo, with his wife br 
and her brother, paſſed through Valencia, 
and arrived at Alicant. M. Sachi, aur. 
geon, publiſhed a letter at Straſpourg, in ; 
7782, in which he aſſerts that he entertained 


brother-in-law, during their reſidence in 
Valencia, where he firſt aſſumed the name 
of Don Thiſcio, wore the uniform of a lieu- . 
tenant, and pretended to be a native of Na- P 
ples. He adds that, being driven from 


In conſequence of. this, Bebe pro- . 


| GOUNT cALIosT Re. 57 
curing the ingredients neceſſary for the 
eompoſition of the philoſopher's ſtone. 
Beſides this, he received 2 preſent of a 
curious gold repeater ; and was 2droit : 
enough to make himſelf maſter of another, 
which the unſuſpicious merchant took out 
of his caſket on purpoſe to ſhew him. 

In the courſe of his interrogatories, he 
could not deny part of theſe facts; but he 
affirmed that he had received the watch, 
ſome money, and the moſt hoſpitable enter- By 

tainment during all the time that he re- 
mained at Cadiz, as a reward proceeding 
from the voluntary generoſity of the donor, 

on account of the valuable chemical ſcerets 92 . 

which he had communicated to him. 1 , ; 2 | 
Before his departure from that city, he 7, | 
quarrelled with his brother-in-law, under 
pretence that he had ſtolen ſome of his pro- 
perty; and dreading leſt his hoſt, ſhould 
perceive his impoſture, he and his wife 
ſoen after departed for London. It was 
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THE LIFE or 
during his ſecond reſidence in the capital 
of England, that he got acquainted with 
a Mr. Sc—t and a Mrs. F—y, both of 
them addicted to gambling in the lottery. 
He informed them that he poſſeſſed the 
ſcience of divination; that he could pre- 
dict with certainty the numbers that would 
be delivered daily from the wheel ; ; and 


that he poſſeſſed. even the art of mak 
ing =: 92 | 3 


5 Caglioſfro, while io England, ed that he 
poſſeſſed : an Egyptian MS: containing many curiots ca- 
| baliftical operations, by the aid of Which he was able 
to calculate chances, and aſcertain the numbers that 
would turm up in che courſe of each day's drawing. It 
is poſitively aſſerted that he was lucky enough to zn⸗ 
nounce the numbers 55 and. 57, during his refidence i in 
Whitcomb-ſtreet, in 1776, to the perſons indicated 
above, by which they procured a very large ſum of money. 


It has alſo been ſaid, that certain people, not content 
with the «ſufrua-of his abilities, applied to a perſon in 
the'commilhon of the peace for Weſtminſter, who acs 
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRQO. - 59 
By theſe means he was enabled to pro- 
cure large ſums of money from theſe cre- 


dulous people; but as neither of them was 
enabled to realize the promiſes of Balſamo, 

they at length perceived the impoſture 

1 which had been practiſed againſt them, and 
made application to a court of juſtice for 
redreſs. In conſequence of this law-ſuit 
he was frequently impriſoned *, and was 


tually granted a warrant againſt Caglioſtro, on the 


Charge of witchcraft, and thus got pollen of the cu- 


rious MS. which however | they . were incapable of 


It is well known chat Caglioſtro was confined for 


ſome time in the King's Bench. After "regaining- his 


liberty he found himſelf arreſted fo often, that he at 


> hai actually hired apartments in the houſe of Saur- 


ders, a ſheriff's officer, in Warwick -eourt, Gray' s inn. 


During this period he was ſo harraſſed by the tricks of 
certain pettifoggers, who imagined" he poſſeſſed immenſe 


wealth, that ſome” reſpectable people interfered in his 


No he — — — nes 


50 Tux 11k OB 
not liberated till after a very tedious ard 
_ expenſive proceſs. 

I was in that metropolis, and about this 
very time, that he began to conceive that 
project which he afterwards carried into 
execution, and which ſoon after made ſuch 
a noiſe all over Europe. Having for Torae 
time aſſociated with the free maſons, and 
been admitted into all their lodges, he 
formed the deſign of inſtituting a new ſect, 


| beat and "AR the Court of King's Bench againſt 
' this conſpiracy of the low retainers of the law. 
Among other law-ſuits, he had a very remarkable 
one with a Mr. Scott and a Miſs Fry, that was referred 
to the arbitration of the late Mr, Howarth ; in conſe- 
quence of which that gentleman ordered a diamond neck- 
_ lace, bought at a pawn-broker's in Prince's-ſtreet, and 
ſaid to have been preſented to Madame Caglioſtro on 
purpoſe to propitiate the numerical ſtill of her huſband, 
to de returned to the donor. The Count was on this 
ccabon condemned 0 pay the colts of — 7. 


of e we ſhall hereafter give 0 more 


ample detail : at preſent we ſhall confine 
Ourſelves to thoſe circumſtances which are 
_ neceſſary to the knowledge. of his hiſtory. 
Balſamo ſoon perceived that he oould 


: not diſcover a better ſource of impoſture 


than that of a new ſyſtem of maſonry ; ; and 
that it might Have a more ſure-and more 
.extenſive effect, he was determined to give 
it all the charms of novelty. He accord- 


ingly preſcribed rules, formed regulations, 


and invented the neceſſary ceremonies. It 
is difficult to determine to What a length 
the blindneſs and folly of mankind may be 
carriedz it is ſuffi cienthere merely to mention 
chat he confeſſed, during his interrogato- 
ries, that he procured a prodigious number 
of diſciples, all of whain acknowledged 
him as their chief and their maſter. This 
is the origin of that celebrity which has 
| made his name fo well known in * 


9 


, ET 
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62 THE LI. E OF 


quarter of the globe, and which has oeca- 
ſioned ſo much conjetture for a number of 


A. lucky combination of circumſtances : 
| tended. not a little to the accompliſhment of 
his grand object: his converſation, his 
manner of living, and his appearance, all 
contributed to the propagation of his 
tenets. 3 

| About chis time he adopted the name 
* Cagli oſtro, and aſſumed the title of 

| Count; 3 he was alfo extremely ſcrupulous 
to conceal his origin, his ſituation, and age. 
0 ſome he affirmed, that he was born be- 
. fore the deluge ; 3 and to others, that he aſ· 
ſiſted at the marriage at Cana in Galilee. 
Sometimes he gave out that he was born at 
Nalta; and ſometimes that he was the ſon. 


of the grand maſter, by a princeſs of Tre- 
biſonde. He ſpoke of his travels, his ſtu- 
. and his learning, in a manner at once 


* 


* 


Count CAGLIOSYRO, 83 


em Phatie and ſublime *. His converſation 
was uſually replete with his travels in Ara - 
bia, Egypt, and other parts of the globe. 
He would alſo frequently mention his diſ- 
coveries in regard to the pyramids, and the 
various ſecrets of nature of which he had 


obtained a knowledge. | 
He would ſometimes. preſerve : a cxllyſteri- 
ous ſilenceʒ and when his name or his con- 
dition was demanded, he would anfcers,* 1 


T4 


t 


The Tranſlator has learned 1 IA a "pas of a. 
85 AtQion; 5 Who was well acquainted with Caglioſtro, that 


his eonverfation was only calculated to captivate che 
- vulgar, He generally fpoke in an e vaſive and imbigu- 


ous ſtyle, and affected to make all his reſponſes. with. 


an oracular obſcurity. | His great art conliſted in utter» 
: ing certain vague and incomprehenſible ſentences, ſo 


* that the imagination of his Pupils might interpret in 


their own matiner whatever they could not underſtand. 
| Reaſon is clear and perſpicuous, but it has no effect 


except on the minds of an enlightened few che hargop 8 
of impoſture”; is always unintelligible, anch on hiv Very 


dcegunt it Exerciſes its empire over* "the muede c. 
| D 532th 33 & * nn 
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284 ls "THE: LIFE or 
? am what I's gury*” and after repeated requelt 
and ſupplications he would at length con- 
| deſcend to ſhew his cypher, which was re- 
' "Preſented by the device of 2 ferpent pierced 
5 un 51 ond e an * in its | 
mouth. | : 
We muſt not here borzer. his pretended 
eden, in the ſciences of chemiſtry 
and medicine, of which heboaſted ſo much, 
and Which contributed not a little to the 
importance Which he affixed to his name 5 
and his perſon. . The world warms with 
. fanatics who believe every thing in regard 
ue firſt of theſe arts ?: the deſire of be- 
5 coming ſuddenly Tich + Fr acquiring the ſe- 
| \Eret t t of making gold, and of prolonging 
e by means of the philoſopher's ſtone + 


* 8 7 
2. #4 a "oF "I 0 
ein 


e eee tally i hebel | | 
1 The baly - fathers here diſcover their ignorance. of 
+2: 1 . Alchemy, as it is the univerſal panacea which” is to 
1 denſure the continuance of exiſtence by varding off the 


* of diſeaſe. 
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Hattere ed the avärfce and the ſelf. love of a 
prodig zious number of perſons. in regard to 
medicine, fortune was exceedingly favour- 
Able to him, and he actually ſucceeded in 

the cure of ſome diſeaſes. But in truth 
bis knowledge did not ſurpaſs that which i bs e | 

e bY ow Joe! and ene mon- 

In fine; no perlen became nch by his 

© heans, and yet he himſelf acquired im- 

menſe ſums by his numerous impoſitions. 
n Ne e to which be en the . 


1712 


TIE 


Was called the N s F Powbders of Count 
n Cagligtio, vere ſome of the ſecrets of which 
"he boaſted. - But the pomade for the com- 
f plexion was the diſcovery on which te 
piqued Fimſelf moſt; knowing well that it 

was che ſure means of acquiring the credit | 
5 and eſteem of t at Half of the human r race 
Wich is defirous always to n young 
| 10 i the eyes of the other. RE 


- #? — 2 . 
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The t train of ſervants with which he Was 
vou furrounded *, W eee wih | his 


4 5 


$4 % +44 


We Was 8 e ns a numerous 
Jaite of couriers, lacqueys, and walets-de- 
chambre; in fine, by domeſtics of all kinds, 
who being well mounted and clothed, gave 
an air of credibility 4 to the high birth of 
Aich he fo much boaſted. The liveries, - 
which were made in Pari „ coſt twenty 
oui: ors each. His: apartments were fur- 
. niſhed inthe moſt elegant. and coltly ſtyle ; 
2 table magnificent in regard to its decorati- 
ons was. of eaſy acceſs to His numerous 
gueſts 3 and the elegant and expenſive 
_#lothes worn by himſelf and his lady, cor- 
; Teſponded 1 tothe luxury that appeared every 
chere around them. 3 e e, en 
His. oftentatious generoſity made a great 


wo 


e 3 he often attended the poor gratis, 


Pas This m allude to pk $7 ah when the Cons k. 
. in Sloane-ſtrect, Knightſbridge, | 


. y 14 
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and even preſented them with money. Se-; 
veral of his diſciples i in maſonry, who car 


ried their attachment to a: pitch little Thott - 


82% 


i ef adoration, frequently offered bim mag- 
nificent preſents, but he him elf onen, 
refuſed them: however he o e contrived” it, 
chat he would ſometimes appear before his p 
friends plunged | in the moſt 5 profound me- 


11 


kmcholy ; and an their deim 8 Ink = 


fon, the Count ls would lt them 2 


e : POET 
and i impart to them i in "confillence Fer em- 
11 
c darraffment ts of ber lord, either e on account. 


2 45 180 * Fry 


of the delay of his remittances,” 4 theft that | 
| hadbeen j jult committed. upon. his property, or 
ſome other accident of the like nature. Sh 


always took caxe to conclude by obſerving, þ 
-that the pride and delicacy of the Count, 


| joinediot the defi rewhich he had of doing all 
poſſible good to the human race, without the 
view ofany r return whatever, made him cou 
ſtantly refiiſe the aſſiſtance of his friends. The 
pupils of e becoming enraptured at 


15 1 a 
[7 ; Ru * 


45 Fg ( 
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fure to 2 their parks, upop. theſe occaſi-. 


to © cer 1 5 eta in n fuch a a manner as 


conded by ſome other Jucky. incidents, "that 
this Adventurer 18385 enabled. to procure a a 


— — ͥ 4 ——— I rr rn * 
* 2 * 
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the dfintervſredneſs, of their maſter, were 
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8 


9 3. 
—— 


thould preclude the Count from Blu 1 ing at 
the tribute which they paid to his ertraor- | 


dinary | talents.. By means of theſe and 
other ſimilar deception, of which we ſhalt 


y * * 2 1 $99 


ſpeak hereafter, he As e. ena led to , procure 


E ON EIn, ' 201 
WAALEVET money. * ſtoqd in pope of. $590 

75 2 | 5 s FIZ Inn {OT *£(76 be 
2b was thus by means of maſonry, | e- 


FEY 


celebrity, of oF which, a parrallel, has not be. 
curred in the hiſtory 4 impol tors. Wh 


* TEE) T% * 9 F SF 


cguld i imagine that a man of this 'deſerip-. 


ion bould have | been received with relpedt . 


3 125 ; 2 5 


a ges the. maft gnlig] |-tenedcit.c es in Fu 1 


Diet 


rope? That he thould have been regarded as + 


Ib + kropitieus to the human race, as a deu 


4 


prophet, and as a type. and repreſentation. 
of the Divinity 7 Th he ſhould have ap. 


— 


proached thrones ? L hat haughty grandes. 
frould. have become his humble ſuitors, 


and nobles paid, him the moſt e ver. 


rler ation P. 


$3 
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Such was the popular deluſion, that in, | 
Fi rance, and indeed in moſt countries, his 
portrait and that of his wife were to be. | 


4. 


ſeen every where, on fans, on rings, on 
ſnuff. boxes, and on medallions. His but 
Was cut in marble, caſt in bronze, and 
vs placed i in the palaces of the nobility. 2 
this was not ſufficient ; ; for under theſe ap. 
peared an inſcription in letters of Sold, de- 


noting them to repreſent the DIVINE. : 


8 CAGLIOSTRO. = 


Having inſtituted a new ſe& of free ma- 
ſons i in London, as we Have already menti- 


oned, he departed for the Hague. There 
having, as uſual, propagated the rumour 


of his cabaliſtical diſcoveries, he took ad- 
| vantage of tie avarice of a Dutchman, 


Jug "3 D 4 


%, 
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Theſe fats however cannot be denied = 
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who was anxious to increaſe his 8 by | 


means of the other s (kill in prognoſtica- 
tion. Under this pretence he cozened him 
out of a ſum of from four to five hundred 


crowns. The Dutchman being in poſſeſ- 


fion of the pretended. fecret, immediately 
haſtens to Bruſſels, where the lottery was 


about to. begin drawing; and Caglioſtro, | 
profiting by his abſence, takes an oppor-. 
tunity to leave the Hague, He then paſſed 
into Italy, and arriving at Venice, aſſumed 
the title of the Marquis de Pellegrini. The 
diſcovery of ſome chemical ſecrets gained 


kim the confidence of a merchant of that 


ity, from whom he found ans to pro- 


cure: a thouſand ſequins; aſſuring him with 


the molt, bare-faced impudence, that he 
would teach him the art of making gold, 
of changing hemp into ſilk, and of ſixing 


| mercury. Aſter this fraud, which could 
not fail of being ſpeedily diſcovered, he 
fa the ner aſſity of quitting Ss and 
even Italy. | 


Re 
= 
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Having returned into Germany, after 


reſiding for ſome time in ſeveral different : | 


cities c on the Continent, he reſolved to take 


up his abode in Courland. At Mittau he 


attracted the attention of ſeveral people of 
high rank, who were led by his reputation, 


which now began to be conſpicuous, to re- 
. 1985 hint as A 850 bee pe rlon- 


err Fo. 


27% interrogatories, * to fulkain the cha- 
rater of the great perſonage which they 


enabled me to aſſume; ; and I was care. 
fuk on this oecaſion to conduct mylelf 


after ihe manner of a man brought up in a 
court.“ He now received viſits from the 
grandees, and paid them in return. A no- 


| bleman having become enamoured of Ma- 


dam Caglioſtro, ſhe at firſt appeared to be 
eruel; - but although the Rufband, : ever 


77 43% 


fines the time that he began to Acquire ce- 


2 WT. if * 


lebrity b by hi his f { ublime Jif ſeoveries Jam afonry,, 
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teſs, and 1 to make her appear a 
reſpectable woman, yet he could not: re- 
frain from being tempted upon the preſent 
occaſion: by the niches, ob, the lover... He: 
accordingly perſuaded his wife to be. far 
vourable to his paſſion. . 
ax the mean time Caslioftre, by. means: 
of. his. , maſonry, began to gain an aſcen- 
dency over the minds of. a. great 8 of. 
the nobility, and ſucceeded 1 in inſpiring the. 
inhabitants of Courland with an averſion to 


their ene Their attachment to his 


perfon Was carried to ſuch an exceſs, that 
be began to form a party in the duchy, and 
had, actually the ambition of aſpiring to. 
the nen, „ from whence they e to 


* 
1 = i „ — . Ora, _ 
N * 4 


Does i not * Wiser that Cagliotro bas | 
here, as well as in many other places, found means to 


jm poſe even upon. the holy fathers themſelves ? Is4t to : 
be ſuppoſed that he would ave aſpired toa Grereignty 
of which Martal Saxe, although ſeconded by one of 

e greateſt princeſſe "i you 3 not provure 
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arive the preſent poſſeſſor. He pretends. 
- that he had virtue enough to reſiſt the tem p- 
tation, and that he refuſed the proferred 
boon from the reſpect due to ſovereigns. 
His wife has aſſured us, that his refuſal was 
produced by the reflection that his impoſ-- 


"tures would be ſoon diſcovered. However 


that may have been, this much is certain 
_ that he did not let this opportunity eſcape of 
collecting a prodigious number of preſents 


in gold, filver, and money Being i in poſs. 


feftion of theſe riches, he left Mirtau, and! 


repaired to St. Peterſburgh... 
After a ſhort reſidence in that city 5 


the poſſeſſion 7” or that. the nobles of Courlind' would 
have encircled the brow of an adventurer wätk the ducal! 


* crown ? 2 ww 


© Tt has been altered wl: ſome de gree* of probabf 

Hey, chat Caglioſtio found but little encouragement᷑ for 

he diſplay of his genious in the frozen” regions of af 
north. - White on the frontiers, he announced - himfelf” 

| Ke inthe ſervice: of Spain; but. he miniſter” 
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1 THE LIFE OF 
during which he: practiſed. chemlikey and 
medicine, he departed for Warſaw ; and, 
on his arrival there, made uſe of all his art 
tifice to deceive a prince to whom he 
ound means to be introduced. Seduced 
q the tricks diſplayed by Caglioſtro rela- 
tive to his maſonry, which appear to have an 


jatimate connection with magic, he appeared 


_ exceedingly deſirous to acquire a knowledge 
of this ſcience ; and was anxious above all 
things to obtain a devil from this pretended 


magician, whom he might have always at 


tis command. 


-of that court preteſteck againſt his commiſſion, and 5 
obliged him to abdicate his military 1 rank. He was 
then under the neceſſity of paſing for a ſtranger, who ; 


had + acquired 'uncommon * {kill in the ſciences of che- 
miſtry and medicine. M. | Rogerſon, fixſt phyſician to 
the Empreſs, at length unmaſked the impoſtor; for the 
N pretended pupil of the ſchool of Hermes could not 

withſtand the arguments of the learned ſtudent of 


MA > 
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Caglioſtro puffed kim up A long time 
with the expectation of fulfilling this ridi- 
culous promiſe, and aQtually procured pre- | 
ſents from him to the amount of ſeveral 
thouſand crowns. The prince at length 
perceiving that there was no hope of re- 


taining one of the infernal ſpirits i in his ler- 5 


vice, wiſhed i to make himſelf maſter of the 
earthly affettions of the Countels ; but in 
this too he was diſappointed, as the lady 
poſitiyely refuſed to comply with his de- 
fires. Finding himfelf thus balked in both 
his attempts, he abandoned every other 
ſentiment except that of revenge 3 7. and i in- 
; timidated .Qur: adventurer and his wife in 
ſuch a manner by his menaces, that they 
were obliged to reſtore his e and, 
abandon Warſaw. 

They then took the road te F ranikfort, 
| and after a ſhort ſtay there proceeded to 
| Straſburg. The fabulous palladium was 
| never received with more reverence than 
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they experienced in that city. The repu- 
tation of o ur hero had preceded him; and. 
he Was loaded with careſſes, over- 


whelmed with applauſe, a and received with 
every demonſtration. of joy. During his. 
reſidence there he contracted a friendſhip 
with a perſon of diſtinction, and was viſited | 


by. him with the utmoſt. ceremony. In a 
mort time he acquired ſuch a deſpotic em- 
pire over the mind of this illuſtrious per- 
ſonage, that he became. his tyrant * 2 thus 
all his . were e eaſily accompliſhed 


| * The Tealian editor bas been ent to 8 tlie 
name of this perſons merely becauſe he is dignitary of 
: the church of Rome. We however have no- 1 10. 
declare that it was an archbiſhop and a cardinal, a ſe- 
cular and an eccleſiaſtical! prince; in fine, Louis de- 
Rohan, who at that time had the ſee of Straſborg com- 1 
mitted to his pious ſaperintendance. Sin ꝛe that el 8 ; 
he has experienced the honour of being impriſoned oa | 


. 


fuſpicion of being concerned in the robhery of the fa 
ous diamond | necklace, of mi, dit ren vid ene, 


* 3 # 
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— 


as teſtimonies of the generoſity and mag: 
nificence « of the donor... 
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Caglioſtro uſed to ſay to his wife, 7 | 


wiſh to geb poſſeſſion of his head 3, You; muſt 
take care of the remainder of his body.” 
The victim readily fell into the double - 


85 ſnare which was thus laid for him; and it 


may be fairly, ſaid that he was placed be- 


| tween, two fires, 1 in ſuch a manner that eſ- 
rh cape. was become impoſſible. He aceord- 
FE ingly | laviſhed immenſe. ſums upon this wir- 


tuous pair; ſome rich preſents ſtill remain, 


To complete his. folly, on the ee 


tation of Caglioſtro, he agreed to ere a 


ſmall edifice, in which he was to experi- 


ence A phyſical regeneration, and to become 


ag his + aki aw of- arp e an 
army of marauders on the frontiers of France, with 
whom he has more than once threatened to undertake 


1 predatory expedition againſt a counti y, that by its 


"i 


late glorious revolution-has-humbled the deſpotiſm of the 
nobles, and taught man to relget the dignity of aiand 


; EO. 
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78 Fux Liyx of | 
young again, by his wonderful operations 
This was the fundamental impoſture of his 
Egyptian maſonry; and the fum of twenty 
thouſand francs” was actually paid him, on 
purpoſe to accompliſh the undertaking. TE 
"Among other dupes, there Was a certain 
dy who made a journey to Straſburg, e 
preſsly for the purpoſe of adoring this new 
idol in perſon. On this occaſion, as on 
all others, where there was an opportunity 
of converſing with the divine mai, the ex- 
perienced the wonderful elfects of his vir- 
tues, and ſoon after mw exhibited the | 
Haſty of them. | 
ws : length, however, he left Straſburg, 
laden with an immenſe booty. In a me- 
morial which he afterwards preſented to 
the, parliament of Paris, he pretends to 
have Jet off with great precipitation for 
Naples, on receiving intelligence that one 
of his . friends was on bis death-bed, and 
that eue, recgived his laſt breath. * : 


COUNT» CAGLIOSTRO, 29: 


his anſwer to the interrogatories before the 
Inquiſition, he however aſſerted, that he was 


obliged to leave Straſburg. on account of 
the perſecutions which he experienced. from - 


the phyſicians of that city. 


This much is certain—that from Straſ- ; 
burg he paſſed into Italy, and: viſited Na- 


ples. His ſtay in that city was not long, as 
he remained there no more than three 


I 


months. 


He wiſhed to infinuate; duzing his examina - 
tion, that he would not have departed, ſo. 


ſpeedily, had it not been on account of the 
warm ſolicitations which he received from 
the Caunt de Vergennes, who preſſed bim 


to return to France. It would be doing an 
injury to the memory of that illuſtrious mi- 
niſter to give the leaſt credit to this afſer- 


tion; beſides, it doe not tally with what, 2 
he himſelf acknowledged to the parliamen t 


of Paris 18 1 at t time allerted that 


* The Tranſlator will not vouch 67 FR authenticity. 
E Caglioſtro' s aſſertion oY his correſpondence 
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he was induced to leave oples from: the 


; "wich is — 8 de Vergennes while at Naples. The: 


much, howerer, is certain —that the original of the 
following letter, fuppoſed to be written while C. reſided 


at Straſburg, was publiſhed during, the life of the, mi- 


niſter, and never publicly oontradi ied. | Ta. 


Franſlation of abtrer From I. the Count ds Vergen nes, 
 feeretary of Hate for foreign affairs. 10 M. Gerrard of 
Straſpurg.. ED - 7 erſaulles, 1345 March, 178 3. 
e. THE Count de Caglioſtro is not perſonally 

Fon to me, Sir; but common report ſpeaks fo loudly 

ir -his favour, ever fince be ſettled in your city, that hu- 

_ manity requires that he ſhould be treated with regard; 


and at leaſt expetience tranquillity. The circumſtance 


of his being a ſtranger, added to the good which he is 
ſaid to have done, is a double title to your protection, 
and that of the magiſtrates over whom. you preſide. M.) 
Caglioſtro only entreats peace and ſecurity ; ; and theſe 
being inſured by the laws of hoſpitality, T am ſuffici- | 
ently acquainted with your 1 diſpoſition to know” 
that you will 'maintain Him im the enjoyment of both, 
and of all other _— Or he 2 1 d 
deſetve. 

2 1 to £ c. | 

45 (Signed): Ds Venous,” 
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ie alouſy which he had raiſed in the Ereafl 8 


of the medical men of that city, on ac. 
count of the extraordinary. curés which he 
had performed : and that he bad reprired 
from thence to Bourdeaux, with 2 deſign 
of returning into England. His wife hew- 


ever bas contradicted both of theſe aſſer- 
tions; ; and dechred that the real mot iv 


of his departure was, becauſe he found | 
that Cat unfavourable t to > His Tyſtem of 75 


. maſonry... 


Having thus taken the road towards 4 


France, he at length arrived at Bourdeaux, 


where he exercifed his two profeſſions of 


medicine and mafonry ; ; without, however, 
renouncing His old habits of roguery and 


_ deception. It: was about this period that he 
5 played off one of thoſe tricks for Which he 


was ſo famous 5 the particulars of which 


Pg 


are yet recounted with the utmoſt W ; 


17 ay deluded flowers... 
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Having fallen into a dangerous bilous 


complaint, on account of the chagrin. | 


which he had experienced, at being forbid. 
to enter the houſe, of a married lady whom 
he loved to diſtraction, he beheld his bed 
copſtantly ſurrounded by his pupils in 


Egyptian maſonry. One day, pretending 8 


to awake from a profound lethargy, he i in- 


formed them that he had had a celeftial vi. 


. ſion. We ſhall here mention the circum- 


„ „„ ar 


ſtances which he then communicated, and 5 


Which he afterwards ORF} in the courſe 
of his proceſs. 5 7 
He informed them that * thought * ; 
was ſeized by the neck by two perſons, who 
dragged him by force into a fubterraneous 
building. A door then opened of its own 


a moſt charming apartment, which he com- 
minated, in which a grand feſtival was ce-, 


* 
OY 


accord; and he was inſtantly conveyed i into 
. o * . 4 
. ; 4 : py - *1y - 
pared to a royal ſaloon, magnificently illu- 


lebrating. All the aſſiſtants were clothed 


/ 


: count GCAGLIOSPRO. 
In white robes, which deſcended to their 
feet; and he recollected among them 1 many 


olf his diſciples in . who were no 
more. 


yz He ne thought that, vo - WM 

. livered from the evils of this world, he was 
; at length arrived! in Paradiſe. A long robe 
£ 1 preſented to him, and 2 Tord Uke to 
"that which Is uſually placed 1 in the hand of 
the exterminating angel. He advances ; 


and, dazzled by the radiance around him, 
: he proſtrates himſelf, and offers up his 
Thanks to the Supreme Being for having 
pf conferred ſuch happineſs: upon him. But 
| at this inſtant he hears an unknown 
voice exclaim— Behold what thy re- 
1 compence ſhall be; 5 but, to acquire this, 
it 18 neceſſary that thou "houldſt Mill la- 
I our: And thus Wits viſion ended en 
of we 2 are to believe timſelf, ſerved +0 
; Krengtben him 1 in his reſolution of Propa- 
gating His tenets with redoubled ardour: 2 


| However, ifs we are to give credit to 1 
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wiſe, this. was nothing more than a fabu- 
_lous narration, which he invented merely 
"for the purpoſe of confirming his pupils i in 
their obedience, and of making them tif 


| | 4 Whatever might have been the motives, 
| the effects were peculiarly advantageous $ 
| as a widow lady of birth was ſo far ſeduced 
1 | by this, and ſome other impoſitions, that 
0 © .-- found means of tricking her out t of | hive” 
i ; thouſand crowns. ! 5 = 
b From Bourdeaux hetravelled to ' Lyons. 
| = - The foundation of a mother lodge i in that 
latter city, occupied his labours during 
by three months. His zeal for the propagation. 
J of his opinions, however, did not prevent 

him from raiſing a contribution of four or 

fire hundred louis Fo ors, under pretence of 


: : communicating. ſome chemical prepara- 


. 


1 confilted in the transformation of 
e. Ke. 


J meta bs, the cormpod ation of gold. 
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| E more attached to the myſteries of his ſyſtem, | 


tions to his diſciples. "Theſe ſecrets, 26 


3 
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Some experiments on mercury were howe⸗ 
ver the ſole proofs which he gave them of 
bis proficiency in the ſcience of metallurgy; 
and his diſciples found themſelves unable 
to perform thoſe grand:chemical operations 
Which he pretended to teach them. To- pre- 


vent their reproaches, he ſometimes made 


uſe of one pretence, and ſometimes of ano- 


} -ther ; but he generally had the effrontery 
to affirm that their failure was produced by 
their ſins, their murmurs, and their in- 
5 .. credulity. | Intoxicated as it were with the | 
magic of his Egyptian maſonry, they re · 
- :ceived.the reproaches of their. grand maſ- | 


. «ter with the ſame reſpect as the. reſponſes of 
an oracle, and became more and more en- 
. tangled in the labyrinth ef abſurdity. 

At length behold him arrived at Parts, 
Where he ſoon became the object of gene- 
ral converſation, regard, and eſteem. We 
mean to ſpeak here only of the famous in- 
- arigue. of the diamond necklace. - Amidſt tan 
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that has been ſaid on this ſubje& by the 82 | 


' Zettes, and the hiſtories of the times, we 


ſhall confine "ourſelves to the recital of a 


few facts which we are able to repeat with - 
out the poſſibility of being deceived. 


It is difficult to decide whether, in this 


I yernnane inns! Madame de la Motte *, 


e uch as may not bs eng ds the « hiſtory 
of this ſingular character, it will be neceſſary to recite a 5 
few particulars of her life. Her maiden name Was 
| Frans 4. St. Remy de V alois : the claims her deſcent 
" from Henry IV. of whom one of her female anceſtors 
as the miſtreſs.” She was born at Fontette, on the 22d 

el July,” 17563 and, when marriageable, Was united 

to Combe de la Motte, Having found means, on account 

of her birth,” to be admitted to ſome degree of 1 intimacy 
with the queen of France, ſhe is accuſed: of having 
Projected the plan of procuring the famous diamond 


necklace by mearrs of the agency of the Cardinal de 


Rchan. On the diſcovery of that myſtericus tranſac- 


” tion ſhe was arreſted'; + and committed on the 29th of 


Mi. 1786, to the Baſtile. She was afterwards re · 
ed te the Salpetiiors," 4 houſe of corregion: for . | 
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r the Count Caglioſtro, had the greateſt 
hare, of glory. It is certain, however, 
that, both of them acquired uncommon 
eclat, and indeed attempted to ſurpaſs each 

5 other. We cannot affirm that they acted in 
Kd concert on this memorable occaſion; .we 
can however with ſatety aſſert, that Cagi⸗- 
7? oltro was well acquainted. with the deſſ 7 | 
"of this“ woman, To wonderfully cn fi r 

N intrigue, and that he always' hept Eis eye 
. ſteadily fixed upon the famous necklace. 
be He certainly perceived, and has indeed con- 
Eefled i in bis interrogatories, that he was ac- 


43 TE#3 5 n 


wet 


4 


> 1 8 women; 3 ; from wich having leaped} in very ex- 
: craordinary manner, the repaired to England, and pub- 


Aſhed a Memoir, in which the en to Res the 
a. of this intrigue, , | 


Having contracted. FRED Aches, be. is reported _ 
| have broke her leg about three months ſince, in attempt- i 

15 "ing to eſcape from a ſheriff's officer z ; andi is aQually faid 
to be at this moment confined i in the Paget Bench Pri- 


on, on account of a rrifling debt. KN l 


1 5 , F 4K 
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-quainted with all the manceuvres which the 


put in practice to accompliſh her criminal 


deſigns. Let us not therefore rob Cagli- 


8 oſtro of the glory. of having employed the 


| utmoſt efforts of his genius in 0 by 
her abilities. "IP | 
The whole affair. vas. at — Aiſco- | 


; Lad ered. He Had foreſeen ; this, and wiſhed 3 


3 * 


to have evaded the inevitable conſequences 
attendant: on detection: but it was now too 
late. The officers of the police were F 


ſuaded, that without his aid this piece of 


roguery and deception could never haye 


been carried on; and he was arreſted and 
impriſoned in the Baſtile. He, however, 


did not loſe courage: he even. found means 
-to corrupt his guards, and to eſtabliſn a 


correſpondence with” the other priſoners | 


eo were confined, along with him. It was 


owing to this that they were enabled to be 
wifonm in abe ho which they, gave.in ein 


COUNT CAGLIOSTR®: 89 


to the various interrogatories \ to which wy 


Were obliged to reply. . 


Caglioſtro, who had recounted ts mute | 


of the circumſtances to us, has added, of 
his own accord, that he denied every thing 


to his judges with the utmoſt intrepidity; 
and exhibited ſuch a ſameneſs i in his replies, 


that, on Madame de la Motte's being con- 


fronted with him, and finding herſelf ung 


| ple to quaſh his evidence, ſhe became ſo . 
krious, that ſhe threw a candleſtick at his 
nead in the preſence of all his judges. By 


this means he was declared innocent. 


Our readers perhaps will not be dif- 


_ Pleaſed at the narrative of his life, which 


he delivered to the judges while impriſoned 
in the Baſtile: we ſhall here recapitulate 


the particulars. He pretended that Aliotas 
had acted as a Mentor to him, and that in 


the firſt part of his life there were ſome 


particulars which had all the air and appear- 
ance : of a romance. >. He renſelie oy he 
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Was edeinted dither with bis parents or 


|} 


his country ; but he imagined himſelf to 
be of an illuſtrious family, and ſuppoſed 
that he was born at N aples. | He aſſerted 
that at an age when he firſt became con- 
5 ſeious of his exiſtence, he found himſelf in | 
tlie city of Medina, was called Acharat, 
and lived in the houſe of the Mufti Sa- 
laahym. He was attended by two eunuchs, 
and treated with the utmoſt deference and 
reſpect. Altotas was his governor in fine, 
{he had the whole ſuperintendance of his 
conduct. This ſage educated him in the 
principles of the Chriſtian religion; and 
informed him that his parents, who were 
noble, profeſſed the ſame faith. He taught 
him botany-and phyſic ; ; he inſtructed him 
in a great number of the Oriental languages 
and told him many ſecrets concerning 
| „ © other pyramids | of Egypt, which are the de- 
1 5 Poſitaries of the moſt . ee 
endung to n 5 


is 
* 


I 4 


— © 


— 
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He left Medina at twelve years of age,, 


ki abſence being bitterly bewailed by thes 
| Mufti, and his ſteps conducted by Altotasa 
5 They repaired to Mecca with the caravan, 
and lodged with the ſherif. The meeting 
of this prince and young Acharat, forms | 

an epiſode worthy” of the / ſtage. Ihe, 
tears, the oareſſes, the tender emotions of. 
parental: affection, revealed the: grand; 
myſtery” of chat illuſtrious birth of which: 

Balſamo had always boaſted. ! He remained 
three years beloved and almoſt adoret by 
the prince; and then this young Telema-: 


chus departed i in company with his Mentor; 


for Egypt. Nothing could he more affect- 
24 ing than the. farewel: that: took place be- 
tween him and the ſherif: Adieu unfortus | 
- nate fon nature. vere the laſt words 
which this ſovereign addreſſed to him: 
Acharat made many important diſcoverics f 
in Egypt; and thoſe who p reſided over the 
myſteries of religion concealed non of 
| thir ſecrets from his enquirier, Is firs | 
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in the courſe of three years, he tr ecdled | 
over the principal empires of Afia and 
Africa. From Rhodes he ſailed for Malta, | 
where the rigorous obſervance of quaran- | 
tine being diſpenſed with, he was received 


into the palace of the grand maſter, and 
| confided to the care of a chevalier of high 


rank and family. At that period Altotas 


Having thrown aſide his muſſulman's dreſs, 
appeared a catholic, a prieſt, and a knight 
of Malta; and the young Acharat was at 


the ſame time declared Count Caglioſtro. 


Ile now acquired the friendſhip of ſeveral 
_ perſons of diſtinction, and had the honour = 


of being introduced to tlie moſt illuſtrious 


Ne ſocieties. At length Altot as god in the 
arms of his pupil; imparting, in his laſt 
| moments, the moſt important intelli- 


gence to him concerning the kingdom of 


| Trebiſonde, of which he had before heard 


from the black eunuch who. had watched 


5 over his e and alſo from the * 
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maſter; who had ſpoken to him many times 
about the ſerif. of Mecca. In fine, Cag- 

Hoſto,. after having viſited Sicily and Na- 
| ples, in company with a knight of Malta, 


took leave of his companion in. 0” city, 


and repaired” to Rome.. 


His:defenders,, during. his e 


in the Baſtile, printed and circulated this: 
maryellous hiſtory... The celebrated me- 


morial preſented i in his favour to the court 
before whom he was tried, had his portrait 
finely engraved 3 in the. title page „; while . 
chouſand particulars of his fabulous life, 


repreſented by. appoſite ſymbols, ſur· 


The following verſes were choſen as.2 motto, and 


placed beneath: 


De l'ami des humains bann les traits. 
Tous ſes j jours ſont: marqu6s Jr: de. beurer 
KG d hienfaits, 

«6: II prolonge la vie, il ſecourt Pindigence ; ; 

Le plaiſir d'ètre utile eſt ſeul. fa recompenſe,” | 

| * * : ö 2 fs, 


„ 
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rounded it. The advocates. of Madam . 
la Motte, on the other hand, endeavoured 
to pull off the maſk from this hypocrite, 
by deſcribing him as an ignorant impoſtor, 
2 miſcreant, a ſorcerer, and, in a word, as. 
a hero in villaing. They recapitulated his | | 
crimes, they adduced witneſſes to prove his. 
turpitude and, by way of peroration, com- 5 
| pared. him to the celebrated impoſtor, Joſeph,” | 
N Borri, who debauchedthouſands by! his here. 

; ſies, receivedalmoſt divine honours at Straf-. 5 
| burg, was tried at Rome befare the Inquiſi- | 
jon, by which, he was forced puhliclyto abs. 

| | . his errors, and at length died in priſon. | 
| 
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Fe: in ey 4 During. his trial before the Apo 


. lan. Ferie Bor. | a chemilt, an kerofarsh, a. 
3 pliylician,, and a. prophet, . was born at Milao, about the 
beginning of the 17th century. After receiving a good 
education in his native city, he went to Rome, and T 
finiſhed his ſtudies under the Jeſuits, who admired. him 

2 as a prodigy on account of his extraordinary Mp: 


Like eee he h himſelf to ö | 
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tolic Chamber, Ci-lioftro could rot deny 
the numerous ſalſehoods which he hzd-ut-- 
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like him, is ſaid to have male ſome diſcoveries:in thit- 
ſcience. . His life too, which was not the woſt pure, wy 
| ſtems to be. another feature in diet he relemLled the 
Hon: | V'! 

1 is very re b that each of theſe, Gingular 1 men 


Was particularly Rc at S: raſburg 3 3 that both were s 


tried by the Inqui Gon, and boch received ſentence of . 1 
| ; —4 FD FT 22 * 
impriſonment for life. 6 4 { 


Berri is ſaid to have wicked Queen Chriſtina of 8we- 
den, and che King of Denmark, out of large ſums of... i 
money, under pretence of i imparting to them the diſco- 5 
very c of the philoſopher” 8 tout, Having. fled i into Hyn- . 
gary, he Was ſeized by order of the. Emperor, and es *-. 


| Brered op to the Pope“ 8 nuncio. who ſent him ta Rome, 
from Whence he never returned;; having been hut up, | A 
in October 167 2, in the caſtle of St. 2 — in wien : | bp 
- forreſs he died-in- 1695. 33 | | | | | 
- 44 SER confidently aſſerted that the Puke Eds W. — | 
| ing. been given over by his phyſicians, prevailed upon LR | 


.. holineſs to permit Zorri preſcribe for him; 3 and that he 
was ſo ſuccefsful in his applications, that he actually? re- 


1 that nobleman. to health, who i in return a piociifect 
| : E * 
#73 


: * 
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tered in the courſe of his examination 5 
the Baſtile, and in the many declarations 
Which he had made reſpecting his birth, his 
rank, and his travels; and he aſſured us 
that vanity was the ſole motive chat induced 


im to have recourſe to theſe impoſtures. 


It muſt here be obſerved, that, in leok- 
ing over his papers, a ſmall book: was diſ- 
covered, written entirely with his own 
| hand, containing an abridgment of his 
- life founded upon this ſyſtem of impoſture; | 


and this he, confeſſed was compoſed with an 
1 intention IF ſerving as materials for a larger 
hiſtory, which he intended {Ton 


- «4 - 
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| his 88 che dungeons of the Bones to > the 


|  fortteſs i in which he died. 


The pretended "IVE of this 3 cha · | 
nder are contained i in a book written by him, intitled, 


* «6 La Chiave del Gabinetto, a dudecimo volume 


5 
A * 


hp dun-. Hiforique de V Abbe PAdyocat. T. 


inted in 16813 ; which has ſince ſerved a3 the founda- 
on of the ocdebrated remance called the Count de Ga- 


| 
f 
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f the ſame plan. Even in the courſe of his. 
| interrogatories, he did not fail of being | 
ſtill faithful to his character, and true to- 


his attachment to whatever: was marvellous. 


When preſſed for evidence- and proofs of 


his aſſertions, finding it difficult to with- 


hold the ſtory which be had fabricated in 
25 France, he endeavoured to impoſe upon. 
bis judges. by means of a: new impoſture z 3 
8 for he actually pretended to us: to be ſprung, 1 
from Charles Martel, the ſtock from which 
the ſovereigns of the Carlovingian race are 
deſcended., It is rather furprifing; that. he 
ſhould not mention. any: thing of this. while: 


in France, as this invention might have 


beem of more advantage to him in thacthanin 
any other country; however, when the com- 
miſſioners of the Roman pontiff deſired 
Bim to make out his genealogy, ang ad⸗ 
| duce proofs of his auguſt birth, this groſs 
deception. became inſtantly apparent. oth 
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In fine, neither the notoriety of his im- 
FE: poſtures, the ſhare which he had 1 in the 1 in- 
trigue of the diamond necklace, nor the 
proofs brought forward by his. adverſaries, . 
prevented one of the principal "tribunals of- 
France from declaring him innocent. | Li. 
berated from priſon, his: deliverance was: 
45 announced by his dif ſciples with marks of. 
the moſt extraordinary. jey. Feſtivals, 
balls, illuminations, ſucceeded this happy 
event; but their triumph was of ſhort du 
ration; for on the day after lie received an 
order from the king, by which he was... 
 *omimanded. to leave Paris. in twenty-four: 
N hours, and the kingdom i in three weeks... | 
 In'conſequence of this diſaſtrous. event he. 
retired to the village of Paſſy, which 
about a league diſtant from Paris. In that» | 
place the fanaticiſm-of his followers was 
conſpieuouſfy diſplayed; for he was there 
viſited by ſeveral: perſons of- diſtinction, and ip 
dy a eben number of his eee i 
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' teſtified the moſt profound veneration for- 
nim. Among theſe were certain ladies f 
7 gallantry,. and particularly a native: of St. 
| Domingo, | who being extremely ugh, pre- po 
_ ſented him with. a ſum of money, in return 
a for a compoſſtion that was tos make. her AS: 3s 
. young and as beautiful as Hebe. I 
Having repaired. to London, he ves. 5 ft 
. to keep his word with his diſciples, to mw | 
whom he had'promiſed that he ſhould pub- 
5-0 lth a memorial againſt, the miniſters and 
court of France. He accordingly. com- p 99 
5 menced his career by. complaining. to the 1 
King e routed; elect as of. - 
whom was the commiſſary Chenon, and the. {| 
55 other the Marquis Gs. ine ry governor. | 


Oy nt 1 
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5 is nobleman; who ought, « on- account of - 
ervelty and rapacity, to have been ſentenoed to death by 

the ordinary proceſs of a court of juſtice, has fince 8 1 # 

7 ; perienced : 2 fate. which be ſo jultly deſerved, by means ; | 

I z of the irregular juſtice of the populace, hoc cut t of a = | 


of | l 71 
| head. for ing on the citizens. TO UN 
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of the Baſtile, accuſing them of having: 
_ embezzled. a large. ſum: of money, and ſeve- 


ral valuable effects, during his impriſon- 
ment „. The numerous memoirs publiſhed | 
in the courſe of this affair tend: to prove 

the falſehood: of Caglioſtro? 8 accuſation; | 
untruths heaped upon untruths fill all OY 


; charges. He offered to adduce his wif e“ 
. "Oy e of Ras: aſſertions; and 8 


+ \ The Glowing, is the inventory 15 the. property: 
which: Caglioſtro pretends to. have left. i in his bureau on- 
his being; carried to the Baſle, and. which we here 


| bay before our readers: 


; « 1. In'the upper part 3 . 


| $Ry'double louis Kors each ;, the whole being ſealed by | 
the Count arms. | „„ of 1 


© 


„ A. money. bag containing one: - outta two- 


hundred and thirty-three Roman and Venetianſequins.. 
3 3- Twenty-four Spaniſh double doubloons, 7 892775 5 
a with. his . ; 


78 4. Two Na one of whicli contained forty- % 
feren bills, OY. to the ER CEſcompre, of e ener 
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the very. ſame breath he diſavowed her lig- 
nature aſlerting that ſhe had never learned 


to write; and alleging, in confirmation 


of this, that the Roman ladies were never 


inſtruQed in this part of education, for fear 
leſt they ſhould thus be induced. to engage 
in an amorous correſpondence. 


This affair was at length carried als 


the council, where the calumny of the 


accuſer was fully proved. Impreſſed with: 


the deſire of preventing ſimilar accuſations,, 
the moſt particular care- way taken, on the 
firſt moment of his impriſonment at Rome, 
to make him draw up an exact and faithfuy 


43 inventory of all the articles which he had 


left in his apartments, or had about his per- 

a ſon at the moment when Be was arreſted. 
This inventory was produced beſore the 
| commiſſioners who examined him, and Was 


found exactly to correſpond. with the lift 
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of His effeQts, which were v carefully ge | 
ited i in proper hands. 26 | 
In the mean time Cagtioltro 8 hatred 
| Died to increaſe daily againſt the court f 
France. He drew up the plan of a ſediti- | 
_ ons: letter addreſfed to the French nation, x 
exciting them to rebel againſt the royal au- ; 
thority, and the ſyſtem of. government then 


practiſed: This political tract was-fent to 


one of his pupils at Paris, who. having 
deeked it out in all the beauties of language, y 


and embelliſtments of ſtyle, reconveyed it 


to kim in London; where; upon examina- : 
tion, it was found to contain ſo many ex> 
 preſfions calculated to ſeduce the multitude, ; 


and produce a revolt, that a printer, wo --- | | 


whom he applied, at firſt refuſed the uſe of 
this preſe. The Count; however, deter- 

mined te publiſh it; and this very letter, . 
having been afterwards tranſlated i into ſeve- ' 


ral of the modern languages, made a great 
noiſe in moſt of the ths RENE of e | 


4 

> 
2 — . * 

—_— 8 


— 
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Bis literary correſpondent. having. ſoon after. | 


joined him in London, he exhorted him to. 


demonſtrate; the neceſſity of. depreſſing the. 


PE royal authority in. France; and aſſerted 
that it became him, and the. reſt: of hz 


LE 4 


ciples, to avenge the i injuries which he had. . ; | 
„ in: the ſame manner as che. = 
| Knight $. Templars had revenged. gl 8 


experienc 


of. their grand maſte «- 10a, 111 
e here neceſſary, to obſe xe, „ that: 
in his letter to the French nation, uritteni. 


London the 26th of June, 1786, he: ſeems, 
revolution, bk 


-_ 


clearlytopredia the approaching 

in France; for he proplieſies that the: Baſ-; 
tile ſhall be deſtroyed, and Bi me a public 
| walk z. he announces, th Hatte“ a prince ſnall. 
Re . wha will | aboliſh n 75 


P 


Kabi eb true : religion,” Hi is allo e cer- | 


tain, .. that, previous to his detention at, 
Rome, he drew upand tranſmitted. apetition, 
to the. a a in which he. ſolicits his 


; 
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return to Paris; with Aae among other 


things, that „ he had by his lahours- contri- 
dutednot a little to the liberties:of France.“ | 
- It was: during his third viſit to England, 
that the memorable diſpute occurred: be-- 
tween him: and one of the Engliſh: news- 
writers ®: > and; which li, was.occaſioned by the . 


Among the number of ae po 
chemical ſtories which ke | propagated;. 
that concerning pork was not the leaſt ex- 
traordinary. He once affirmed; in the 


midſt of a moſt reſpectablæ company, that 
| the inhabitants of Medina, on purpoſe to 


deliver themſelves from the lions, tigers, 
and others ud ann with which that coun- 


0 0 1 was. "mes M de. Morando, 1 then editor of the- 


_ Courier de Þ Europe and: now publiſher of L Argus Pa- 
trite, that Caglioſtro carried on a paper war, which. 


ſeems at length to have occaſioned: his * from 
* eee of een T. 


Nu 8-4 
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try was infeſted, were accuſtomed to fat- 


ten hogs by means of arſenic, and then to 
drive them into the foreſts, where they were. 
devoured by theſe ferocious animale, who 
were inſtently poiſoned by this ſpecies of 
food. Thepolitician* immediately publiſhed, 


this ſtory, and made his own comments. *. 


upon it. Caglioſtro was ſo enxaged at this: 
circumſtance, that he ſent him a nei kind 
| of challenge; for. he gave him an invitation 


on the 3d. of September, 1786, to partake 


. of a meal on the gth of. November follow- 


ing, which was to conſiſt of a ſucking Pigs. | 


; fattened after the manner made uſe of at 


| Medina; and he offered to bet five thouſand | 
guineas that his antagoniſt ſhould not ſur- 


vive the entertainment. 


This i invitation was however ne by 
his wary adverſary, hs took ſuch effec- 


tual means to expoſe the character of the 


Count, that he was furrqunded by a crowd 1 5 


M. 1 5 
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5 re6. | . THe LIFE or at 
ef dupes and creditors, and at eng 
obliged to fly from London, leſt he mould 
te once more immured i in a gaol.. | 5 

Coglioſtro accordingly left his wiſe bes: 
kind him; and croſſing the E ngliſh Chan- 
is nel, travelled through France. Having 
arrived in Switzerland, he took up his 
abode in the city of Baſil. In the mean 


* 1 
144 #\ No 4 g 


time Lorenza! being tarraſſed and rte 


40 


by the ſuggeſtions of her conſcience, which. 5 . 
reproached her with the many ſins ſhe had- 
committed, communicated the irreligious | 
Uke and criminal actions of her huſband to 
ſeveral perſons. | The moment that he un | 
derſtood this, he immediately ſent for her“; 

and obliged her to make a declaration ha. 
fore a magiſtrate at Bienne, by which ſhe 

© Afavowed. her former confeſſion, and ſo⸗ 


leamliy depoſed that her Huſband. had al 


= Madame Ciba is faid to have, ſer out for Svit 


zerland; in cow] any with Ire and LY: 18 L- 


9 


"Rs 4 


1 | - : J 
\ , 
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; Mays been an honeſt man, and a Tory. 7 good 
, catholic. = 


After ſtaying ſeveral months 2 at Bienne, | 


he viſited Aix i in Savoy, on purpoſe that 
his wife might make uſe of the baths of 


that place; and from thence he repaired 


.to Turin. 


. Scarce had he Tet the 195 i in that city, | 


When it Was intimated to him, by an order 


from the king, that he muſt depart i imme- | 


5 diately. lle then ſtapped for ſome time at 


Roveredo. but he did not experience a 


better fate there; for the late emperor, Jo- 


Jeph, II. in a tort time prohibited him from | 
,exerciſing the profeſſion of phyſic, to which 


he had now entirely devoted himſelf. Ir 
: being then neceſſary that he ſhould quit 


this city alſo, he retired to Trent: : and | 


ſoon after a "little book was publiſhed, inti- 


tled, „Liber Memorialis de Caleoſtro dum 
| eſſet Roboretti; * in which an ample detail 
was given of the cheats, rogueries, and} im- ; 
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poſtures practiſed by him during his _ 
dence there, This work would merit a 
peruſal, were it not that the author had 
imitated the ſtyle and expreſſions. of the in- 
ſpiredevriters : a circumſtance which oc- 


caſioned this production to be termed by 


L many readers, the Evangeliſts: of the Count 


de Caglioſtro.” It is neceſſary for thoſe 


ö Who may have read It to know, that this 


very Caglioſtro, in the courſe of his an- 


wers before the Inquiſition, has been | 


:forced to acknowledge. the truth of the aſ- 
Tertions contained in this celebrated publi- | 


| cation, and to which he could only obje&t 
+the ſatirical and biting expreſſions with 


:which it abounded. * RO pr 

The Count had hopes of extraordinary 5 
ſucceſs at Trent, by means of his maſonry. 5 
He attempted te make proſelytes, but in 


-vain—thanks to the watchful care of the 


Prince Biſhop, to whoſe court he procured 
accels by. means of his boaſted diſcoveries 


| /©QUNT A IOS TR. 109 1 
in phyſic and chemiſtry. it became at 
length [neceſſary that: be ſhould look to his 
.intexelts, and ↄſind out another country, 

where he might be more likely to augment | 
his revenues, which had no other ſource 
| except his impoſtures. 5 At that period he 
Was & diſtreſſed for money, that he was 
"bY obliged to. pawn a diamond of conſiderable F | 1 
value. 7 . * 
But i in 1 what country could be find a re- 
treat? There was no perſon but who, ei- 
ther by petſonal knowledge, or by the re- 
lations of others, was acquainted. with him, 
and well knew: how to- appreciate his worth. 
From: Palermo, France, Sardinia the had 


| already been baniſhed by the expreſs orders 
; - of the ſovereigns; and i in other kingdoms | 


the memory of his impoſtures was ſtill freſh 
bon the minds of the inhabitants. N 

Thoſe who had been duped and. cheated | 
by him (and they were many in number, | 
d ſeattergd over all parts of. the wu 


= 
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j would have. inſtantly | torn kim to pieces 
| | had they got him into their hands. 5 
Perhaps he deſigned to return into Get. 
7 many; ; but at that very” moment the Prince 
Biſhop of Trent received a letter, in which N 
the was given. to underſtand, that the em- 
Peror was very ſorry that he had admitted 
ſuch a notorious character i into His ſtates: 
This circumſtance which Was made known 
EI Caglioſtro, was ſufficient to prevent him 
'4 from reyiſiting any of the Imperial domini- | 
ons. What country then could he tranſport | 
Himſelf to? In this dilemma, his thoughts 
F: were naturally turned towards Rome: there 
4 he was not afraid of being puniſhed for his 
former crimes; ; as he hoped that, after ſo 
| many years, they. might be forgotten: be- 
| Tides, the metamorphoſis of Joſeph Balſa- 
p mo into Count Caglioſtro, wo ald contribute 
5 not a little to the oblivion of his miſdeeds. 
Norvithſtanding fins: he {till dreaded | leſt 


COUNT CAGLIOSTR®9., 1 


he ſhould experience, in the vigilant ſolici- 


tude of the virtuous and amiable prince* who | 
now tat us, ſufficient cauſe for terror _ 5 
diſmay. | 5 
In the midſt of this . his wife, 
who ardently deſiced to return into the bo- 
ſom of her family and her country, did alli in . 
her power to influence her huſband. to reviſit, | o 
her native city. She was ſtill more incited - ih 2 
to this, by the deſire of abandoning a kind” 
of life, of which the light of religion, which 
was not yet totally extinct in her, made her 
frequently perceive all the horrors, and in- 
ſpired her with the well-founded: dread of 
meeting an untimely end. 


During the number of years that the had 
been married, ſne had always lived in the 
8 moſt deplorable fituation ; being forced ei ei- 


. Pope Pius VI. wha name is terrific no een b 
within the narrow and reſtricted territory, which tbe po 


licy of . PENA prides ſtill mn him to ee 
Nen FT ( 


P 
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ther to commit guilt, or expoſe he ſelf to 
the moſt cruel outrages from ther huſband, 
when ſhe ſhewed any averſion to a com- 
Pliance with his criminal inſinuations. 
Lorenza accordingly boaſted of the ad- 


hg vantages which would aſſuredly accrue to 
1 him by his return to Rome; and ſhe was 


rticularly anxious to inculcate this idea 


* 3 to the minds of ſome of the > principal eour- 
tiers of the Prince Biſhop, WhO lived in a 


cloſe intimacy with Caglioſtre. Their. opt 


nions at length determined him, and he be- 
came anxious to receive recommendalions to 
ſome people of diſtinction. To procure the 
. Patronage of the biſhop, he had recourſe to 
| bigotry itſelf; he feigned to repent of his 


maſonry, went and threw himſelf at the feet 
of a confeſſor, and affected to exhibit the 


moſt ardent deſire to re-enter the boſom of 


the church, and to reeoncile him ſelf to the 
court of Rome. The good prieſt, readily. 


en all that he had An intimates 


} 
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the repentance of Caglioſtro to the prince, 
and even engages his highneſs to give him 
thoſe recommendations which he deſired. 

| Scarce, however, had he returned from 
confeſſ jon, but he exclaimed, in preſence of 
his wife, How, finely 1 have gulled this 
holy father!” 


She has actually i to the truth of 745 


this ci: rcumſtance ; and the papers which 
have been found upon him, as well as his 
uniform courſe of life, evidently demonſtrate 
that ſhe depoſed to nothing more than the 

truth. He not only preſerved in his heart 
an attachment for maſonry ; ; but, during 
that very period, he Mill continued to write 
to his diſciples upon the affairs, and 1 in the 
ſtyle and manner of a free maſon; nay, 
he even continued to practiſe that art, 4. | 


5 | 
* my F 4 
a & 4 fn 


we ſhall ſee afterwards, 

Having arrived at Rome, in company 
with his wife, at me end of the month of 
May, ir in _ the year 1589, he remained fer 
8 Ba 
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ſme time in a furniſhed lodging, i in the b 
Strada d Eſpagna, and afterwards took a houſe 
ſituate near the palace of Parneſe. At this 
period he lived with extraordinary circum- | 
ſpeQion ; but infidelity and impoſture had 
become fo intimately 1 interwoven with his 
character, that he found it impoſſible to re- 
ſiſt the temptations which they continually 5 
held forth. We ſhall ſpeak elſewhere of the 
different myſteries of maſonry. which he 
practiſed at Rome: we ſhall only obſerve 
here, that he often recapitulated the circum- 
ſtances attendant on his pretended origin, 
his travels, his ſcientific acquirements ; and 
_ that he even attempted ſome cures, which 
howeyer were not attended with ſucceſs. _ 
Having undertaken to give medical re- 
lief to a foreign lady afflicted with ſome 


wounds in her legs, he preſented her with a . 


plaſter, which: had, nearly produced a gan- 
grene. : he preſcribed ſome chemical pre pa- 
; to a woman of rank, on purpoſe. N 


HS 
"4 


5 diſorder. 
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produce fecundity ; but ſhe is {till barren : 
a perſon labouring under an indigeſtion ap- 
plied to him for relief; but the pills which 
he ſent had ſo litile efficacy, that he is ab- 
flicted at this very 7 with the FSR: ſame 


So bad was his private life, that be carb 
on a criminal intercourſe with a lady who 
had conceived a reciprocal attachment to 
him: they exchanged rings together, and 
even plighted their troth, as is cuſtomary 
during the nuptual ceremony. Beſides 
this, he often attempted to. ſeduce a 
young woman who waited upon his wife; 
but from her virtue he always experienced 


| the mortification of a refuſal. | 1 5 

As theſe intrigues did not fill his pute | 

Caglioſtro ſoon found himſelf in the moſt 

_ deplorable diſtreſs for want of money; and 

Was accordingly obliged to pawn his jewels, 

to raiſe the ſums neceſſary for his ex- 

pences. . 
7 F g 
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He perceived that, in this city, many 
were eager to ſtudy his character; that few 
were diſpoſed to believe his impoſtures; and 
that no perſon was deſirous of ſupplying 
his wants. 

The recollection of his fins, and more 
eſpecially thoſe which he had committed a- 
gainſt our holy religion, like a gnawing 
worm, preyed upon his conſcience without 
ceuſing. All theſe circumſtances ſtrongly 
Bi 1h on his mind, and at length made 
-- him determine to change his aſylum. 
Hle thought that the ſituation of affairs in 
France was ſuch as to give | him hopes of a 
retreat in that country. . He accordingly 
ſent a petitior: to the ſtates general, requeſt- 
ing permiſſion to return to that kingdom; 
and he accompanied this requeſt with a 
number of docunents, certificates, &c. 
In the mean time he received intimation 
of the proſecution intended to be commen- 
_ ced againſt him; a TR time Sis the 


FP 


sour CAGLIOSTR®. | ry 
fame perſon who acted the diſhonourable 
part of being a ſpy to a criminal like 
him, gave him freſh intimations of his 
danger. 5 


„ theſe warnings, Cam- | 


lioſtro never dreamed of flying; nay, he did 
not even deſtroy thoſe numerous papers 


which have ſince ſerved as vouchers' of his 
crimes, and ha ve furniſhed the moſt ample | 


: proofs of his complicated guilt: | 
At lengtli he was arreſted during the 
evening of the 27th of De::mber 1389, and, 
after an exact inventory of his moveables, 


they were ſealed up ; after which Caglioſtro 


was ned. to the caſtle of St. Angelo. 
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Abridgments of the Hiftory of the Free Ma- 
ſons, with a Os Account nd E 8)ptian 
1 Fl 


ITHERTO we have only Weste of 
| the private life of Caglioſtro; but, hav- 
ing eonduQted him through ſuch'a ſcene of 
iniquities to the caſtle of St. Angelo, we 
ſhall now conſider his character as an infidle 
and a free maſon, before we proceed to 
give an account of his trial and condemna- 
tion. In this part of his hiſtory, his magi- 
cal operations exhibit an ample field for : 
ſpeculation ; but it is firſt neceſſary that we 
- ſhould fay ſome thing of maſonry in gene- 
ral, and of Egyptian maſonry in particular. 
TP he free maſons conſiſt of an immenſe 
number of individuals, who mect together 
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at ſtated periods and in certain determi- 


nate places, Which they term Lodges. The 


book of their ſtatutes, printed by William 
Hunter, was publiſhed for the firſt time at 
London in 1723: by this it appears that in 
that city and its environs there were then 
twenty ſocieties, each of Which had its 
maſter, and ſent a deputy every Fear to a 
general aſſembly, held on pur poſe to no- | 
minate a "Ou maſter, to whom they were 


all ſubject. 


The directors of this inflitution kits al- 
ways been uncommonly anxious to hide the 

true origin of their ſect, and to coriceal 
their regulations beneath a myſterious 
jargon, ſo as to prevent their object and 
their intentions from being diſcovered. In 
the book already quoted, it is aſſerted that 
their meetings are intended to reſtore the 
glory of architecture and the mechanical art 
of maſonry. On this account they date 
their hiſtery from Adam, whom God, the 
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grand architect of the univerſe, created af ter 
his own image. Moſes and Solomon were, 
according to them, grand maſters of the 
order; and the hiſtory of their art is car- 

ried down in this manner from age to 
age, and from nation to nation, particulariz- 
ing all thoſe great princes who have loved 
and patroniſed architecture. 

In other works publiſhed in dikes of 
tis ſect, their origin is addueed from a rem- 
nant of the Templars who took refuge | in 
Scotland; and who, being often obliged to 
' mingle among the infidels during the cru- 
ſades, found it convenient to recognize each 
other by means of certain ſigns. Some af- 
firm that Thomas Cranmer, an apoſtate bi- 
ſhop, and favourite of Anne Bullen, was the 
founder of this order ; others attribute its: 


origin to Oliver Cromwell, whom they call 


the famous delivery of the people ; and 

others, to King Arthur *, 8 
„The holy father ſcems to be but little acquainted 

wich either the hiſtory or myſteries of free maſonry. 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO:. 121 
_ Adopting. allegorical expreſſions which 
have a reference to the mechanic arts, they 
are. divided into apprentices, journeymen, 
and maſters; and they are able to diſcover 
each otlier by touching tlie hand, and by 
pronouncing: certain words ſyllable by 
ſyllable. Every claſs has its own particular 
ſigns and tokens, and every lodge its own 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics. Their cere- 
monies abound with many ridiculous and 
even ſuperſtitious rites ; but what is chiefly 
to be blamed is, the abuſe which they make 
of every thing ſacred. It is neceſſary. to re- 
mark three things here: the firſt is, the obli- 
gation which every member contracts to 
maitain a profound and an inviolable ſecrecy; 
and this he ſubjects himſelf to by means 
: of an oath, admirnſtered in a ſolemn manner: 
the ſecond is, the blind obedience Which 
| "9h this paragraph we” find a new” che” adblonant 5. 
gainſt-Cranmer, and a rew- virtue attributed to Oliver 
Cre mwell; for we lex: * one vas a free maſon, 
and che other a pauiot? 5 8 
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they promiſe to all the orders, whatever 
they may be, which they receive from their 
grand maſter : the third is, the ſtrict and 


intimate union by which they are connected 
together; this is more rigidly obſerved than 
even the ties of conſangunity; and by it they 
| are bound to ſuccour each other i in all times, 
* places, and circumſtances. | 
dhe conſequences ariſing from theſe com- 
| binations may be eaſily gueſſed. Many per- 


ſons who have carefully examined and ſoru- 


tinized the lives of the free maſons, declare 
that they have found them all, and particu- 
: larly their leaders to be men of bad character, 
ignorant, and equally deſtitute of morality 


and religion. But, laying conjecture aſide, 


we ſhall have recourſe to facts only. It 
reſults from many ſpontaneous declarations, 
from the depoſitions of witneſſes, and other 


papers preſerved in our atchives, that while, 


among thoſe aſſembled under pretence of 
coecupying themſelves about the buſineſs of 
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the ſociety, ſome openly profeſs the moſt 
| daring contempt for religion, and the moſt 
| avowed and abominable libertiniſm, others 
attempt to overturn the yoke of ſubordina- 
tion, and deſtroy the WO of mo- 
narchy. 

Perhaps this object is "oh deſign of moſt 
of chem; but this, which is the grand ſecret, 
is not communicated to all the members, nor 
to all the lodges. One need not be aſtoniſhed 
that, altho' the democratic party forms the 
majority, ſome few ſhould be attached to the 
| ſacred rights of kings. Theſe undoubtedly 

have not been admitted into the ſecret; either 

| becauſe their inclinations may have ren- 
_ tered them inimical to the object of the inſti- 
tution, or becauſe their want of abilities 
may have rendered them incapable of co- 
operating in the conſpiracy. | 

It is impoſſible to give too much praiſe to 
the vegilance and the zeal of thoſe popes, 
who have condemned and proſcribed this 


124 THE, LIFE 


ſociety. - Clement XII. of . me- 
mory, on the 26th of April 1738, pub- 
liſned his conſtitution which begins with 
theſe words In eminenti. There he thun- 
ders againſt this ſect; and launches the 
terrors of excommunication againſt the indi- 
viduals who compoſe it, from which they 
cannot berelieved but by his Holineſs himſelf, 
except on their death bed. Not content 
with menacing them with foiritual puniſh-- 
ment, he ſubjects them alſo to corporal caſti- 
gation; and enjoins all the ordinaries, ſupe- 
rior eccleſtaſtics, and inquiſitors, to watch 
in a ſpecial manner over thoſe ſectariſts, and 
to puniſh them as perſons frongly. ſiſpected 
of bereßſy. This ſage pont iff perceived the 
horrible evils which muſt neceſſarily reſult 
from this monſtrous aſſemblage of perſons 
of all ſects and denominations of religion. | 
But there: were _alſo other conſiderati ons 
which determined his conduct. He calcu- 
lated the conſequences. of the oath of ſe- 


\ 0 
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crecy which they had ſubſcribed; and thought, 


like Cicilius Natalis quoted by Minutius 


Felix, that crimes dread the day- light, and 
that virtue is never afraid of the public | 


eye.” He reflected that in every country, 
and in every government, the laws both 
canonical and civil have equally prohibited 
conventicles, and ſecred affociations, on 


account of their pernicious tendency with 


re ſpect to the public tranquillity and the ſafety 
of the ſtate. He weighed and approved the 
reaſons of thoſe virtuous and prudent per- 
ſons, who have always conſidered the mem- 
bers of thoſe ſocieties as baſe and corrupt 
citizens. In fine, he had before his eyes 
the example of other monarchs, who had 
| employed their utmoſt endeavours. in their 


reſpective kingdoms to en ſuch n 


rous aſſociations. 


Clement XII. wiſhing alſo to confer a great 
benefit on the whole univerſe, and more 


eſpecially upon his own ſubjects, publiſhed 


an edict, dated January 14, 1739, in which 
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he forbids, under pain of death, and without 

any hope of pardon, all perſons from aſſiſting | 

or being preſent at the lodges of free ma- 
ſons, which he terms © pernicious aſſociations, 
ſuſpected of hereſy and ſedition *.” He allo 
condemned to the ſame puniſhment, all thoſe 
who engaged or ſolicited any one to enter into 
z#he facieties, or who engaged or ſolicited any 
one to give. aid, counſel, or offi iPance of any 
kind, to their members. In fine, he impoſed 


is it eddie chat any man can ad his pen by ; 
an eulogium on this cruel edict of Clement XII.? Can 
even an inquiſitor, forgetting the diſproportion of ne 
Suppoſed crime to the puniſhment, praiſe this barbarous 
law, in the ſame century in which a Monteſquieu and 4 
| Beccaria lived ? ? But my wonder ought to ceaſe ; as I am 


„ writing in an age and coutry in which a man equally 


renowned in the cauſe of philoſophy and of liberty has 
had his property deſtroyed, and his houſe reduced to 
aſhes, on account of his religious opinions; while the | | 
; Goths and Vandals who made this new attack upon, 
| Science, have been inſudioully _ and N 

r 5 . 
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it as an obligation on good Chriſtians to 


reveal and diſcover all ſuch : and the tranſ- 


greſſors of this edict are menaced with cor po- 
ral puniſhment, and pecuniary fines, at the 
diſcretion of the judges, | 

The immortal Benedict XIV. was animated 
with the ſame zeal. At the return of the 


jubilee | in the year 1750, he began to per- 


ceive how many evils and diſorders had a- 
riſen from this ſect, and how much its mem- 
bers were increaſed. He was fully convinced 


of theſe truths, by the free and ſincere con- 


feſſion of many ſtrangers who had repaired 
to Rome to procure indulgences, and who 


had recourſe to the Pope to relieve them 


from the ex communication which his prede- 
ener had launched in his bull. 

| Benedict XIV. confirmed this bull; and 
republiſhed and extended it in hie conſtitu- 


tion, dated May IO, 17 51, w which commences 


with theſe words * Providas Romano- 


rum Pontificum.” | 
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Many ſecular princes have ſince followed 
his example. We ſhall not here ſpeak of 
the ſevere prohibitions publiſhed at Manheim 

in 1737, by his highneſs the elector Palatine, 
at Vienna, in 1743 in Spain and Naples, 
in 1751; at Milan, in 1757 ; at Monaco, in 
1784 and 1785; and at other periods, in 
Savoy, Genoa, Venice, Raguſa, &c. &c. 
We ſhall confine ourſelves entirely to- coun- 
tries which do not enjoy the bleſſings of the 
catholic religion; and we. may inſtance even 
Turky itſelf. 1 os 

We learn from an nth record de- 
poſited i in the holy office, that in 1748 the 
Ottoman Porte received intimation, that a 
Frenchman had opened a lodge of free 
maſons in the houſe of an Engliſh drago- 
man *. to which many Turks had been invit- 

ed. # wa were inſtantly. iſſued to the 
Car rAN PACHA to ks the perſons 


An interpreter belonging to an 3 7.x 
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aſſembled. there, to impriſon them, and to 


Fet fire to the houſe. The free maſons 
were informed of theſe circumſtances ; and 
from that moment forbore to meet any 
more, or even to ſpeak on the ſubject. 


Nevertheleſs it was intimated to the maſter 


of the houſe, that in caſe of a ſecond offence 


his habitation would be reduced to aſhes ; : 

and the foreign miniſters received a formal 
notice that they mult confine themſelves en- 
tirely to the catholic religion, and be cautious | 


of introducing any new ſect, which might 
miſlead the ſimple and unwary. 


The Frenchman eſcaped from the ven- 


geance of the ſublime Porte, by embarking 
on board of a veſſel, and leaving the capital 
of the muſſulmen. 


What we have already urged may appear 


ſufficient to pull off the maſk with which this 


ſociety wiſhes to cover itſelf, and to guard 
all men againſt this dangerous and contage- 
ous hereſy. If any perſon ſhould yet remain 


\ * 
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in uncertainty, he has only to hear what 
Caglioſtro confeſſed before the tribunal of 
the Inquiſition, and then to determine for 
himſelf. His teſtimony muſt be acknowledged 
to have great weight; for it cannot be deni- 
ed, but that he had an intimate knowledge 


I of every thing that concerned this myſtery, 


having lived for a number of years in the 
| ſtricteſt union with the free maſons, who re- 
gard bim as a being poſſeſſed of a ſuperna- 
tural knowledge | in that ſcience. 
| According to him, it is divided into ſeveral 
ſeets; but there are two which are reckoned 
the principal, and are moſt eſteemed. The 
firft, which is the moſt ſtrict, is that to 
which the adepts belong. | The members of 
it profeſs the moſt irreligious ſentiments, and 
employ magic in their operations; but their 
principal object i is the deſtruction of the ca- 
tholic religion, and of monarchy. 0 
The members of the other pretend to be 
occupied about the diſcovery of ſecrets in 
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the hermetic art, and more eſpecially the 
philoſopher's ſtone ; but their abject ſubmifſ- 
ſion to the grand maſter, and their oath of 
_ ſecrecy; plainly indicate that they are ene- 
mies to public tranquillity. . 

Caglioſtro avowed that he was aſſociated 
in London with the ſecond of theſe ſes; _ 
that his wife alſo was made a member, and 
actually received a diploma, which coſt five 
guineas. They preſented the lady with a 
ribbon of the order, on -which the words | 


_ Unton, SILENCE, and Virtue were 
emb1oidered ; and deſired her to fleep on 
the following night with this ribbon attached 
to her thigh. 

Before the admiſſion of a male candidate 


Pa 


undoubted proofs of his courage are required; 
among a number to which Caglioſtro Was 
obliged to ſubmit, we ſhall recount the fol- 
lowing : He was firſt hoiſted up to the ceiling 
af the room, by a cord fixed to a pully; 3 
and after experiencing a conſiderable degree | 
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of pain, had fo hand ſcorched by means of 
l a candle. His eyes were then covered with 
[ a bandage; and he received an empty piſtol, 
| | with orders to charge n. Me accordingly 
w obeys, and introduces the powder ang the 
| ball ; but when he was deſired to diſcharge 
| the contents againſt his head, he, as may 
be eaſily conjectured, teſtified 'the utmoſt 
repugnance. The piftol was then taken 
from him with ſcorn ; and, after a variety of & 
| ſolemnities, again preſented. The awful- 
neſs of the ceremony had now ſuch an effect 
on his mind, that, regardleſs of ſelf· preſer- 
vation, he ſeizes the inſtrument of death, 
draws the triger, and experiences a ſmart 
ſtroke on his ſcull, which he at firſt imagined 
to proceed from the ball, but which how- 
ever did not leave the leaſt mark behind. 
Having ſince aſſiſted at the initiation of many 
candidates, he diſcovered that on theſe ocga- 
ſions the piſtol was always changed; and 
that one of the aſſiſtants ſtood by to __— | 
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intend the operation, and give the maſon 
elect a blow upon the head, fo as to make 
him 1 imagine he had been wounded, - 
Having thus eſcaped from the terrors of an 
imaginary annihilation, an -oath was admi- 
niſtred in great form, of which . follow - 
ing is an exact copy: 

J, Joſeph Caglioftro, in preſence of 
< the great Architeet of the Univerſe, and 
of the preſent company now aſſembled, 
hereby promiſe to obey all orders which I 
-<ſhall' receive from the grand Maſter, or 
others my ſuperiors ; and I engage, under 
<..the penalty of ſubmitting to ſuch puniſh- 

e ment as ſhall be inflicted upon me, ſeru- 

4 pulouſly to- bey them in all things: and 

" 4 alſo promiſe never to diſcover the ſecrets 

vhich may be communicated to me, either 
* by wards, writing, geſtures, or 55 other 
manner whatever... HOSIRG 
Being now initiated in the my ſteries of 

maſcnry, he took care, during his rfid ence. 


—— — — 
1 — — — 


” — ——_ — = 
3 — — 
en pg — — 
— E den _ 
PIO 22 — © ns, y — — — 
5 = pt 4 2 


— : — —ö — — \ 
N r _ . 8 y — - — — — l 
We Sy . —— . ph —_—_ RE — r _ — — — — 
e fey "= - ODE , —  ——— r =m a 8 wt = = 
— 8 7 _ ——— — — — 6 * — — — 88 q w — 1 — — * LS — — wo — — 5 
8 on _— p * yy ORs. ——— - — — — — — » b —— 2 r 1 a \ * — — 5 
4 —. — 222 722 _ al 4 * yo * — — o bas 2 Sw. 8 — — K bh 7 => 2 _ = 
— 8 F . Lo - 3 OE To aa. . ————— > yogrns 7 A 
WH — — — * P * 5 — u Ve MAY = 7 —— 
- — = — — — — — - — „ 2 — , . — 


— — << 
— — 
8 — n . 
— bs 5 1 " _— 
— P IP. Do, 9 
— 2 
pg — 


1 
x - 
2 e e . KOGLSr Den I HDL 


134 THE LIPE or 


in London to frequent all the different lodges. 


A little time before his departure from that 


capital, he happened to purchaſe ſome ma- 
nuſcripts from a bookſeller, which ap- 
peared to have belonged to a certain perſon . 
of the name of George Coſton, of whom 
however he had no knowledge whatever. 
On peruſing theſe, he found that they 
treated of an Egyptian maſonry, but that | 
magic arid ſuperſtition were engrafted on it. 

Being captivated with a variety of paſſages 


in this work, he reſolved to erect a new 


lodge on its baſis ; but at the ſame time, if 
we are to believe him, he. determined to 
avoid every thing that tended to impiety. 
He accordingly ſounded that very; ſyſtem 


which Ui tended ſo much to his aſtoniſhing. 


celebrity, and which has been ſince propa - 


; gated with ſuch uncommon induſtry in all 


parts of the world. | ECL 5, 
We have already . at his (ole 


| inducement: was, the proſpect of the, fich 


39 
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contributions which he ex pected to receive 


from his followers. As he had no regard to 
religion, and no ſettled belief in matt ers of 
faith, theſe conſiderations were net likely 
to deter him ; more eſpecially; as his ambi- 
tion was inflamed with the idea of making 
his, by the charms of novelty and the 


attractions of ſplendour, not only the predo- 


minant, but the moſt wealthy and W 
| enhlithument of free maſons! 5 
To enable the reader to comprehend ow 
he was able, for ſo many years and in fo 
many different countries, to propagate his 
tenets, and to procure diſciples, it may be 
neceſſary to enter into ſome details concern- 

ing Egyptian maſonary. We ſhall extract 
our facts and obſervations from a book com- 

poſed by himſelf, and now in our poſſeſſion, 


by which he avows he was always directed 


in the. exerciſe of his functions, and from 
which thoſe regu lations - and inſtructions 
Were copied, wherewith he enriched many 


— 


i 
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mother | lodges. In this treatiſe, which is 
_ written in French, he promiſed to conduct 


his diſciples to perfection by means of Phy- 
 fical and moral regeneration; to confer per- 
petual youth and beauty on them; and 
reſtore them to that ſtate of innocence, 
which they were deprived of by means of 


original An. He aſſerts that Egyptian 


maſonry was firſt propagated by Enoch and 
Hias; but that it has, ſince their time, loſt 


much of its purity and ſplendour. Com- 


mon maſonry, according to him, has dege- 


nerated into mere bufſwnery, and women 
have. of late been entirely excluded from its 
myſteries; but the time was now arrived 


when the Grand Cophte was about to reſtore 


the glory. of maſonry, and allow its benefits 


to be participated*by-both ſexes, 
The ſtatutes of the order then follow 3 in 
ofation ; the diviſion of - the members into 


three diſtin& elaſſes ; the various ſigns by 
which they might diſcover each other; the 


— 


' 
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officers who are to preſide over and regulate 
the ſociety ; the ſtated times when the mem 


bers are to aſſemble, the erection of a tribu- 


nal for deciding. all differences that may 
ariſe between the ſeveral 7 lodges, or the 
particular members of each; and the vari- 
ous ceremonies which ought to take place 
at the admiſſion of the candidates. In every 


part of this book. the pious reader is diſ- 
guſted with the Hacrilege, the profa- 


nation, the ſuperſtition, and the idola- 


try with which it abounds - the invocations 


in the name of God; the proſtrations; the 
adorations paid to the grand maſter; the 
fumigations ; the incenſe; the exorciſms ; the 
emblems of the holy Trinity, of the moon, 


of the ſun, of the compaſs, of the ſquare ; 


and a thouſand other ſcandalous particulars, 
with which the world 1 is at preſent well ac- 
quainted. 


The . Caphts,: or. chief « the 2 


is compared to God the Father; he is invoked 
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upon every occaſion; he regulates all the 
actions of the | members, and all the cere- 
monies of the lodge; and he is even ſup- 
| poſed to have communications with angles 
and with the Divinity. In the exerciſe of 
many of their rites, the are deſired to repeat 
the © Veni Creator Spiritus, „and the © Te 
Deum Laudarnus ; ”” nay, to ſuch an exceſs 
of 1 impiety are they enjoined, that in reciting 
the Palm © Memento, Domine, David, et 
eomnis manſuetudinis ejus,” the name of the 
grand maſter is always to be ſubſtituted 
inſtead of the king of Iſrael. 
; People of all religions are admitted into the 
ſociety of Egyptian maſonry ; the Jew, the 
Calviniſt, the Lutheran can be received into 
it, as well as the Catholic, provided they 
believe in the exiſtence of a God, and the 
Immortality of the ſoul, and have been pre- 
viouſly allowed to participate in the myſte- 
ries of the common maſonry. When men 
are admitted, they receive a pair on -garters 


iP 
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| from the Grand Cophte, as is uſual | in * 
lodges, for their miſtreſſes; and when women 


are received into the fociety, | they 
are preſented by the grand miſtreſs with a 


cockade, which they are deſired to give to 


that man to whom. they are moſt attached. 
We ſhall here recount the ceremony made 


_ ule of on admitting a female. The candi- 


date having. preſented herſelf, the grand 
miſtreſs (Madam? Caglioſtro generally pre- 


ſided in that capacity) breathes upon the face 

of the candidate from the forcheadto the chi , | 

and then ſays; © I breathe upon you on 
purpole to inſpire you with the virtues which 


we. poſſeſs, ſo that they may take root and 


flouriſh in your heart; I thus fortify your 
ſoul; I thus confirm you .in- the faith of 
your | brethren: and ſiſters, according to the 
engagements which you have contracted 
| with them.- We now admit you as a daugh- 
ter of. the Egyptian lodge. We order that 
| 7 be acknowledged in that capacity by 


+84 
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all the brothers and ſiſters of the Egyptian 
lodges, and that you enjoy with them the 
ſame prerogatives as with ourſelves.” 

The grand maſter thus addreſſes the male 
candidates: In virtue of the power which 
I have received from the Grand Cophte, the 
founder of our order, and by the particular 
grace of God, I hereby confer upon you the 
honour of being admitted into our lodge, in 
the names of Helios, Mend, Tetraganimaton.” 
In a bock ſaid to be printed at Paris in 178g, 
it is aſſerted that theſe laſt words were ſug- 
geſted to Caglioſtro, as ſacred and cabaliſtical 
expreſſions, by a pretended conjurer, who 
faid that he was aſſiſted by a ſpirit, and that 
this ſpirit was no other than the ſoul of a 
cabaliſtical Jew, who by means of the 
magical art had murdered his own father, 
before the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 

| Common maſons have been accuſtomed 
| to regard St. John as their patron, and to 
celebrate the feſtival of that ſaint. Cagli- 
oſtro alſo adopted him as his protector; and 


1 


1 


e 


of his inſtitution. 


— 
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it'is not a little remarkable, that he was 
impriſoned at Rome on the very name day 
of his patron! The reaſon for his veneration- 


to this great prophet was, if we are to be- 
lie ve himſelf, the great ſimilarity and con- 
nection between the Apocalypſe and the rites 
1 ; 4 
We muſt here obſerve, that when any of 
his diſciples were admitted into the higheſt 


_ claſs, the following execrable ceremony took 


Place: A young boy or girl, in that ſtate 
of virgin innocence and purity, was procur- 


ed, who was called the pupil, and to whom 


power was given over the ſeven ſpirits that 
ſurround the throne of the divinity, and 
preſide over the ſeven planets : their names, 
according to Caglioſtro's book, are Anal, 


Michael, Raphael, Gabciel, Uriel, Zobiachel, 


and Anachiel . The pupil is then made 


1 Since Herſchel has diſcovered an eighth planet, 
the Egyptian maſons will, no doubt, elect another ſpirit 


to ggvern it. T. 


664 
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uſe of as an Intermediate agent between hs 
ſpiritual and phyſical world; and, being 
clothed in a long white robe, adorned with 
a red ribbon, and blue filk feſtoons, he is 
ſhut up in a little cloſet.” From that place he 
gives reſponſes to the grand maſter, and tells 
whether the ſpirits and Moſes have agreed 
to receive the candidate into the higheſt claſs 
of Egyptian maſons. | | 

It is nota little remarkable, that, in every 
part of his ſyſlem of maſonry, Caglioſtro 
has exhibited the moſt profound veneration 
and reſpect for the pattiarch Moſes ; and yet 
that, or: his examination, he affirmed be- 
fore his judges, he had always cheriſhed the 
moſt inveterate antipathy againſt him. He 
attributed this hatred to an opinion which he 
had early unbibed, that Moſes had committed 
the groſſeſt injuſtice i in encouraging thelſrae- 
lites to carry away with them the ornaments 
of the Egyptiars ; ard, notwithſtanding our 
utmoſt endeavours to convince him of this 
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damnable error, he has always remuned 


obſtinate in his heterodoxy. His wife affirms, 
that his hatred to this great lawgiver pro- 


ceeded from his conſtant refuſal to encourage 


him in his maſonry. He loved the Jews 


however exceedingly, and was uſed -to 
affirm that they were the beſt nation in the 


RO 8 


In his inſtructions to obtain the moral and 


phyſical regeneration which he had promiſed 


to | is diſciples, he is exceedingly careful to 


give a minute deſcription of the operations 
4 which they are to ſubmit. Thoſe who 
: are defirous: of experiencing the moral rege- 
neration, are to retire for forty days from 
; the world, and to diſtribute their time into 


certain Proportions. Six hours are to be 
employed. in reflection, three 1 in prayer to 


the Divinity, nine in the holy pera tions 


of Egyptian maſonry, and the remaining 


period is to be dedicated. to repoſe, At the 
end of thirty three days a viſible comma- 
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nication is to take place between the patient 
and the ſeven primitive ſpirits; and 'on 
the morning of the fortieth day his ſoul will 
be inſpired with divine knowledge, and his 
body be as pare as that of a new- born 
innocent. 


To procure a vhyfical regeneration, the 


patient is to retire to the country in 


the month of May, and during forty 
days is to live according to the moſt 
ſtrict and auſtere rules, eating very little, 


and then only laxative and ſanative herbs; 


and making uſe of no other drink than diſ- 


tilled water, or rain that had fallen in the 
courſe of that month. On the 15th day, 
after having let blood, certain white drops 
are to be taken, ſix at night, and fix in the 
morning; increaſing them two a day i in pro- 
greſſion. In three days mere a ſmall quan- 


tity of blood is again to be taken from the arm. 
| before ſun-riſe, and the patient is to re- 
tire to bed till the operation is compleated. 
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A grain of the panacea is then to be taken : 


_ this panacea is the ſame out of which God 


created man when he firſt-made him i immor- 


tal. When this is ſwallowed, the candidate 


8 loſes his ſpeech and his reflection for three 
entire days; and he is ſubject to frequent 


convulſions, ſtruggles, and perſpirations. 
Having recovered from this Rate, i 


vhich however he experiences no pain a 


ever, on the thirty- ſixth day he takes the third 
and laſt grain of the panacea, which cauſes 
him to fall into a profound and tranquil ſleep: 


it is then that he loſes bis hair, his ſkin, and 
His teeth. Theſe again are all reproduced 


in a few hours; and, having become a new 


man, on the morning of the fortieth day he 


leaves his houſe, enjoying a compleat rejuve- 
neſcence, by which he 1s enabled to live 5557 


years; or to ſuch time as he, of his own 


accord, may be deſirous of Jung: hy world 


of ſpirits !. 
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We have thus, by relating the practices 
of the Egyptian maſonry, exhibited the 
moſt ample proofs of its groſs impoſture. 
The learned and ingenious criticiſm by which 
two celebrated theolo giſts have already ex- 5 
poſed the whole of this ſyſtem, precludes us 
from ſaying any thing more on the ſubject. 
We fhall only add, that the whole inculcates 
the moſt deteſtable maxims of impiety, ſu- 
perſtition, and facrilege ; it attacks religion 
both in front and in rear, and endeavours 
to ſap and overturn the moſt ſolid grounds 
and moſt venerable e of « our r holy 
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CHAPTER III. 


An 4. ccount of 1 the Manner in which Caplifr 
contrived to propagate and eflabli 15 fas Kea. 


tian Maſonarn. — 
| FTER the preliminary account that 
| A we have already given, it will not be 
difficult to comprehend all the circumſtances 


which occurred, and all the events which took 


place, in the apoſtleſhip of Caglioſtro, while 

he was labouring with the zeal of a miſſi⸗ 

onary to eſtabliſh his Egyptian maſonry. 
In regard to this ſubje&, ſuch was his 


obſtinacy, and ſo rooted his impoſture, that, 


even in his replies to the various interroga- 


tories and queſtions pro pounded to him, he 


continued toavow that in this inftitution there 
was ſomething divine and ſupernatural ! 


We ſhall now recapitulate a variety of 


cirtumſtances recounted by himſelf in the 


courſe. of h's trials and we ſhall reſerve to our 
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ſelves the liberty of criticiſing on his delufive 


and fallacious narrative. 


Being admitted, as we have already men- 
tioned, ] into one of the free maſon lodges in. 
Eondon, and having afterwards formed a 
new ſyſtem on the writings of George Coſton, 
which he dignified with the name of Egyp- 
tian maſonry, he determined to propagate 
his opinions, and to make converts to his 
y ſtem in every country in Europe: - 

He accordingly repaired to the Hague, 
and was invited to aſſiſt at one of the Dutcli 
lodges: the members of which were exceed- 


ingly ſttict in the obſervance of their ceremo 


mal: 


He was received by them under what is 


termed” the arch of fel, that is to ſay, he 


was deſired to paſs between two ranks of 
maſons who croſſed their ſwords in the air 
while he walked under them. He prefided 
over - theſe as grand maſter ; 
exerciſed the functions of the GRAND Vi1sr: 
rox, whoſe power is unlimited... 


and alſo 
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In this lodge he pronounced an eulogium 
on Egyptian maſonry, which had. a viſible 
| effect on tbe minds of moſt of the auditors. 
He was ſoon after requeſted to found a lodge 
for women, which he accordingly inſtituted 
with great ceremony, and received into it 
many ladies of rank and fortune as mem- 
bers: his wife filled the office of GRAND 
| MrsTREs 8. 
The diſcourſe which he delivered on © this 
| folemn occaſion, if we may believe himſelf, 
was uncmmonly elegant and ſublime; it 
laſted for two or three hours, and embraced 
all the ſeiences, both ſacred and profane. 
* This was,” ſaid” he, the effect of that 
ſpecial favour; of God which. had always 
been extended to me, in regard to the exereiſe 
of maſonry:it was undoubtedly a recompence 
for my conſtant deſire to propagate: and 
extend the Catholic faith; to avow the 
exiſtence of a God; to preach up the im- 
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mortality of the ſoul; and to deſtroy the ſu- 
ſtitious and magical ceremonies of common 
maſonry. Some perſons were ſo charmed 
with my oration, that they inſiſted on tran- | 
ſcribing and preſereving it, as a brief but 
| 1 ae defence of their faith.“ 2 
From the Hague he repaired to n 
where he alſo leagued himſelf with the free 
maſons. Having left that city, he deter- 
mined to viſit Pruſſia; and, in paſſing thro” 
h Nuremberg, happened to ſtop at an inn in 
hat place. Another ſtranger having ſtopt 
alſo to refreſh himſelf,Caglioſtro,by means of 
certain ſigns, diſcovered him to be a maſon; 
and acquired his eſteem to ſuch a degree by 
his mat vellous relations, nat, on backing. 
he preſented him vith a diamond ring. 
During his ſhort reſidence at Bella, he 
found his arts ineffeftual to dehauch any of 
the lodges in that capital, as the vigilance. cf 
Frederick the' Great rendered all his en 
7 abortive. 
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At Leipſic, however, he was more ſucceſſ- 
ful, as he acquired a high celebrity and re- 


nown there on accountof his pretended diſco- 


veries in the hermetic art. The free maſons 
in particular treated him with diſtingviſtied 
| honour and reſpect; they invited him to a 
ſplendid entertainment, at which the plates, 
the diſhes, the bottles and wine glaſſes were all 
placed three and three, | in commetnoration. of 
-the holy Trinity. On this, as on all other 
ſimilar occaſions, he made a ſpeech, in which 
he enumerated the excellencies-and advan- 
tages of his Egyptian maſonry; 3 combated 
the impiety and profaneneſs of that of his en- 
| tertainers; and propheſied that Scieffort, the 
grand maſter, before the expiration of that 


very month, would experience the vengeance 


of the Divinity. Notwithſtanding this, they 
not only paid all the expences which he had. 


incurred in that city, but alſo preſented him 


With a purſe of gold on his departure. 


At Dantzic he received the ſame honours, 
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and the fame reſpect : at. Koenigſberg i 
he was loaded with favours. But he con- 
feſles that, in both theſe cities, he perceived 
that the free maſons were inimical to the 
ruling powers, and plotted their deſtruction. 
Having proceeded to Mittau, among other 
circumſtances whiich contributed to exalt his | 
reputation, and conciliate the affe&ion of 
people of diſtinction, was the comple- : 
tion of his prophecy. reſpecting Scieffort;. 
who killed himſelf by means of a piſtol, be- 
fore the expiration of the month, as had 
| been predicted by Caglioſtro. 
The maſons of that city, who are exceed- 
ingly numerous, and all of them men of 
rank and diſtinction, invited bim to their 
lodges, where he preſided as grand maſter. 
He perceived here, as elſewhere, that their. 
ceremonies were disfigured and diſgraced by 
magic and ſuperſtition; the principles of Swe- 
denburg, a Swediſh preacher ; ; and thoſe of 
M. Falc, a Jew rabbi, who are regarded as 
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chiefs by the illuminated. He wiſhed to un- 
deceive them, and to initiate them in the 
rites of his Egyptian maſonry : for this pur- 


poſe he founded a lodge for men and women 


among them, according to the ceremonial ; 


laid down in his book. As grand matter, 
he directed all the rules and regulations of 
the ſociety ; and (as he ſays) ſpoke with his 


uſual energy and eloquence, being ſupported 


and aſſiſted by the inſpiration of God: but, 
as he found it exceedingly difficult upon this 
occaſionto convince his audience of the truth of 
his aſſertions, ke determined to give them the 

molt fatisfa tory proofs' of the verity of the 
maxims which he incyicated ; that is to ſay, 
of the exiſtence of a Deity, and the immor- 
tality of the ſoul. 

"I accordingly,” ſays Caglioſtro, « deſired 
that a little child, the ſon of a perſon of 
diſtinction, might be introduced to the lodge. 
| placed him on his knees before a table, on 


Which a cryſtal vaſe of pure water was 
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placed, and behind the vaſe ſeveral wax tapers 
were burning. I then put my hand upon 
his head, and beſought the Divinity to aſſiſt 
us by means of his omnipotent power. This 
ceremony being finiſned, the child was de- 
ſired to look into the vaſe; on which he 
obeyed. and inſtantly exclaimed that he be- 
held a fine garden, On this 1 took courage, 
and deſired that he might pray to God to en- 
able him to ſee the angel Michael, The 
child then ſaid that he ſaw ſomething white, 8 
but could not diſtinguiſh what it was. Ina 
few moments after he beganto clap his bands, 
and ſtrike his Feet againſt the floor, crying 
out, I percejve a little child, who looks 
like an angel; and inflantly attempted a 
| deſcription, ſuch as is uſually given of hea- 
venly beings. On this the aſſembly, WhO 
had hitherto remained ſilent, burſt forth into: 
loud acclamations; but the father of the 


child, being deſirous to make another experi- 
ment, requeſted that he might know What 
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this daughter, who was then at a country 
houſe fifteen miles diſtant, was doing. The 
ſame ceremonies having again taken place, 
the boy once more turned towards the vaſe, 
and obſerved that his ſiſter was at that very 


moment deſcending the ſtair-· caſe, to em- 


brace another of her brothers. This eircum- 
Nance appeared incredible to the audience, 
as the brother alluded to was ſuppoſed to be 
ſeveral hundred miles diſtant. I was not 
however daunted by this circumſtance, for 
1 defired them to ſend a perſon inſtantly to 
the country, on purpoſe-to verify the fact: 
this was arcordingly done; and it was proved 
to the ſatisfaction of all preſent, that the young 
gentleman! had at the very moment indicated 
f arrived from a foreign country, and viſited 
and embraced his ſiſter.” 
The homage, the attachment, nay, the 
adoration, which he and Madam Caglioſtro 
pretended to have received upon this occa- 
ſion, * beggar all deſcription and belief. 


wy _ — * * — 2 as — 
py 7 8 92 
* . 


N 
* 
A 
: 
” . 
4 
IT 
£ 
{4 
= 
F 
Et, 
7. 
4 
. 4 
1 
[- Li 
4 R 
+ 
i? 
1 
2 
4% 
4 
2A 
& 
$ 
4 
3.4 
IS 
4 
bo: 
I'S 
is 
3 
+ * 
0 
*. 
18 
7 * 
< * 
A 
-# 
44 
_ 
* IF 
— © 
3 
1 
FS, 
: 6 
7% 
— 
2% 
0 * 
* 
17 
414 
* 7 
* 
1 
* 
7 
5 
1 
22 
mY 
* 
1 
1 
4 . 
We 
4 
L 
1 
1 M 
* 
88 
bh 
*, 
4. 
U 
4 
uy 
tad 
%% 
429 
109 
9 
7% 
+ 
x 
. 
1 7 
24 
i 
, * 
7 
OY 
E 
I" 
ENTS 
l 
00 
1. 
1% 
os: 
4 
8 
1% 
Fs 
148 
8 
f , 


o pry * me 
In ts 


— 


— 


| 
| 
| 


155 | THE LIFE or 


ah lady of quality hearing of this, ſtory, 


* that one of his pupils might ſee the 


ſpirit of a brother, to whom, during his life- 


time, ſhe had been particularly attached: 


this was accordingly done; and he appeared 
with ſo happy and contented a countenance, 
that the ſiſter, being fully aſſured that he 
was in the full enjoyment of the bleſſings of 
Paradiſe, became exceedingly generous 


upon the occaſion, and rewarded Caglioſtro 


very handſomely for his predictions. 

Being now reſolved to leave this city, he 
held a lodge for the laſt time; during which 
he appointed his ſucceſſor, nominated the 
other officers, gave them the neceſſary in- 


ſtructions for the exerciſe of their various 


functions, and diſmiſſed the aſſembly with a 
prophecy. In this he aſſerted that one of his 


female converts would be married to a weal- 


thy gentleman in the courſe of three months; 
an occurrence which, it ſeems, actually took 
THE: 71-54 4 [ts 
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"Overwhelmed, as it were, with the ho- 
nours, and loaded with the riches preſented 
him by his diſciples, he now repaired to St. 
*Peterſburgh. - The celebrity of his name 
already anticipated. his arrival, and he was 
-received into all the lodges as a tutelary di⸗ 
vinity. Among other uncommon circum- 
ſtances, he diſcovered a ſecret intrigue 
between an uncle and a nice; he propheſied 
the future misfortunes of a great prince and 
foretold to a young lady the melancholy cir- 
cumſtance of her approaching death. 1 
uttered all theſe predictions, “ ſaid he to his 
judges,* in conſequence of divine inſpiration ; 
but 4 always pretended that it was by means 
-of my cabaliſtical knowledge that I was 
enabled to diſcloſe theſe ſecrets.” 


He was no leſs ſucceſsful at Warſaw, if 
-we are to give credit to his aſſertions, as he 
there received innumerable marks of reſpect 
and eſteem; and more ef] pecially from ſome 

of the moſt illuſtrious people attached to the 
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| court. The birth. day of his lady was 6 


bra ted . the moſt brilliant manner; and 


all the grande es ſent her N PIE: 


ſents on the occaſion. 

Among others, he had formed. a ſtrict 
intimacy with a magnate, whom he endea- 
voured to convert from the common to the 


Egyptian maſonry, by means of one of his 
pupils, and a vaſe filled with ſpring water; 
but notwithſtanding this, the nobleman 


remained firm 1 in his belief. 5 


Such was his ſucceſs at Straſburgh, that he 
reſided there for ſeveral years; during which 
time he pretends to have performed wonders 
in the medical art. His cures were ſo mira- 

culous, that his houſe was ſoon full of crutches, 


which were there left by ſuch lame patients 


as had recovered the ule their limbs. But his 
reputation was more powerfully ſupported 


and encreaſed by means of his Egyptian 


. maſonry. He converted a prodigious num 


ber from the common maſonry, and even 
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admitted ſeveral di! ciples, who were totally 


ignorant of the myſteries of that art. Men, 


women, Catholics, Lutherans, Calviniſts, 
were all indiſcriminately and indiſtinctly 
adopted as members of his new inſtitution. 


He often held lodges in a houſe in town; 
and ſometimes in a little country reſ:dence, _ 
delightfully ſituate at a few miles diſtance; 


which has preſerved to this vey "wg the 
name of CAGLIOSTRANO, : 
On theſe occaſions he made a e 


uſe of his pupils; and, beſides the vaſe, 


introduced a folding ſcreen in the form of a 
temple; within which he placed one of the 


children who were ſuppoſed to have a divine 


intercourſe, and intended to make the pro- 
per reſponſes to all the queſtions propounded 


by the grand maſter. Theſe practices were 


made uſe of to diſcover events paſt, preſent, 


and to come; and ſometimes to reſolve 


queſtions but very little ſuited either to the 


delicacy or modeſty of a female audience. 
H 
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As on one of theſe occaſions the audience 
ſuſpected an intercourſe between his pupils 
and him, he deſired them to nominate a 
child whom he had never before ſeen, and 
with whom he pretends that he had the moſt 
complete ſucceſs. ; 
From  Straſburgh, where his miſſion. was 
Attended with -ſuch uncommon advantages, 
10 proceded to-Naples; ; but he reſiſted all | 
the invitations which were made him to 
viſit the lodges of that capital. 
At Bourdeaux, however, where he reſided 
for eleven months, he occupied himſelf en- 
_ - tirely about maſonry. Having formed a 
large acquaintance in that city, he initiated 
many candidates of both ſexes in the myſte- 
ries of his Egyptian inſtitutions. He adds 
that, while there, his pupils not only went 
through the uſual Proceſs, but alſo had a 
direct communication with celeſtial beings, 
who permitted them even to touch their 


hands. At Lyons he was received with all | 
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the honours of the vault of feel, There 
too, in imitation of the great founder of 
Chriſtianity, he elected twelve diſciples 
whom he named his apoſtles, and em- 
powered them to preach his doctrines to all 
nations, whether Jews or Gentiles. On 
that occaſion he predicted that one of them 
would betray him, as Judas had betrayed 
Jeſus; and, in conſequence of it, would be 
reduced to great miſery : all of which, as 
he aſſerts, actually took place; for the ſuf- 
pected perſon repaired to a magiſtrate on 
the ſucceeding day, and diſcloſed the par- 
ticulars of their meeting: but he was ſoon 
overtaken by a variety of afflictions ; and, 
from poſſeſſing great wealth, at "ON died 
G poor, miſerable, and wretched. 

He now yielded to the zeal of his proſe- 
lytes, and founded a mother lodge; as all 
his lodges had received appellations of ſome 


principal virtue, this was called © Wiſdom | 
Triumphant,” 1 5 
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As the copy of the patent is at this vety 
moment placed among the archieves of the 
holy office, we ſhall hear give the preamble 
—_ . 
„ GLory, Union, Wis nog, 
cc BRNEVOLN CE, PROSPERIT v. 
* We the Grand Cophte, Founder, and 
Grand Maſter of the High Egyptian Ma- 
ſonry, i in all the eaſtern and weſtern parts 
of the globe, make it hereby known to all 
who ſhall read this, that, a number of mem- 
bers being deſirous that we, during our 
| _ ſtay here, ſhould found a lodge, and having 
manifeſted the moſt ſincere and ardent deſire 
to ſubmit to our government, and to re- 
ceive from us the neceſſary light and au- 
thority, to become acquainted with and to 
propagate our Egyptian maſonry in its pri- 
mitive form and purity, we have acceded to 
their wiſhes ; perſuaded that, in giving this 
mark of our benevolence, We ſhall enjoy the 


o 
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ſatisfaction of reflecting, that we have la- 


boured for the glory of the Eternal, and 
the happineſs of mankind. 

„ Inſtigated by theſe motives, and after 
having expoſed and verified our powers, we 
hereby found and create the preſent Egype 
tian lodge; and we hereby conſtitute it a 
mother lodge, throughout theeaſt and weſt 
giving to it rhe diſtinguiſhed title of Wis- 
DOM TrRIUMPHANT : and we hereby nomi- 
nate and appoint the following officers,” &c. 

Among many copies of this and ſimilar 
p patents, we have one on parchment finely 
emblazoned with a number of emblems, 
among which are a ſeptangle, a triangle, a 
ſquare, a compaſs, a trowel, a hammer, ſe- 
veral death's heads, cubes, Jacob's ladders 
a phoenix, a globe, a perſonification of time, 
and alſo the following mottos : Lucem me- 
ruere labore; Odi profarum vulgus, & arceo; 

Petite & accipictis, quærite & invenietis, pul- 


eie & apcrietur wobis ; In 7 cenſeanti labor 


H 3 
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Jpes ; Aut vincere aut mori, &c. &c. &c. All 
theſe circumſtances prove that there is ſome 
affinity between. the common and Egyptian 
maſonry. Wie 

Among a variety of other particulars, we 
muſt not forget a croſs, on'the ribbon of 
which were embroidered the following let- 
ters—L. P. D. the meaning of which ei- 
ther Caglioſtro was unable or unwilling to 
diſcover : it is however aſſerted by others 
what theſe were the initials of LiL1um Pe. 
DIBUs DesTRUE; an injunction againſt the 
bappineſs of France, which has been but 
too religiouſly obſerved. . 

At Paris he was alſo prevailed upon, "A 
the entreaties of his numerous diſciples, to 
found another lodge. He accordingly hired 
an hotel, and furniſhed it with a magnifi- 
cence equal to that of the princes of the 
blood royal. He preſided there, as the 
founder and grand maſter ; and made uſe 
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of two pupils, a boy and a girl, one of which 
aw and recounted the viſions in the cryſ- 
tal vale, while the other pretended to hold 
a communication with the ſeven angels, 
who aſcended and deſcended behind the 
ſcreen. - 

It was upon this occaſion that the cele- 
brated Mapams DE LA MorTTz, wiſhing 
to know the ſex of the child of which an 


illuſtrious perſonage * was then ready to 


be delivered, waited on Caglioſtro, and in- 
terrogated one of his pupils in his preſence. 
It was accordingly announced to be a boy; ; 


a circumſtance which was immediately ; 
communicated to the mother, and occaſi- 
oned as great rejoicings as if the event had | 


already taken place ! 
= oe | | 

* The perſonage here alluded to is the Queen of 
France. She is ſaid to have conſulted Caglioſtro by 


the intervention of Madame de la Motte, who carried 


back the precious promiſe of a dauphin, Te 
ns | 
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Having taken his paſſage on board a veſ- 
fel at Boulogne. ſur-Mer, for England, he 
was accompanied to the water. ſide by a pro- 
digious concourſe of people, who exprefied 
the moſt ardent wiſhes for his hap p'neſs, 
and even demanded his benediction. He aſ- 
ſures us that he did not refuſe this teſtimony 
of his regard, but gave it daily to all his 
adhet ents who demanded it, 
At his arrival in London, he was inrited 
o aſſiſt at the principal lodge in that city, 
and was received with uncommon honour 
and diſtinction. In the mean time a num- 
ber of his diſciples arrived daily from Paris 
and Lyons, who requeſted him to hold an 
Egyptian lodge; and being at length pre- 
vailed upon to gratify their wiſhes, he re- 


c:ived ſeveral perſons of rank into the aſſocis 
ation, and made uſe of the miniftry of four 
pupils, of diſtinguiſhed birth. On this occa- 
b fion a ſingular accident occurred to him, the 
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cauſe of which he pretends to be entirely 

ignorant of. Some ladies and gentlemen 
having petitioned for authority to make uſe 

of the cry/tal vaſe, &c. in the ſame manner 

as himſelf, he granted his permiſſion ac- 

core ingly; but their labours proved ſo 
unfortunate, that they beheld the appar it 


ons of monkeys and devils, inſtead of an- 
gels, as they expected. 
Being at length obliged to leave Lon- 
don, as we mentioned before, he remained j 
for two weeks at a lodging which he had i a 
in the country, and prepared himfelf by a bf 
variety of experiments for future ſucceſs. 1 
On his arrival at Baſil in Switzerland, 
he was preſſed by a great number of inha- 1 i 
bitants to eſtabliſh an Egyptian lodge in his 1 
| 


houſe. Being unable to refuſe ſuch a flat- 1 

tering requeſt, he furniſned one of his 
apartments in the form of a temple, o 
as nearly to reſemble the inſide of his lodge 
at Lyons, except that it was neither ſo rich 


Hs 
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nor ſo magnificent; and this he termed the 
mother lodge of the Helvetic States. He re- 
ceived ſeveral men and women into this ſo- 
ciety, with the uſual ceremonies and for- 
malities ; he employed pupils of bo th ſexes; 
and having admitted a huſband and wife 
into a ſuperior claſs, he empowered them 
to perform the various myſteries, with the 
ſame ſucceſs as himſelf. To give a regu- 
lar and conſiſtent form to the eſtabliſhment, 
he appointed five grand officers, and pre- 
ſented them with a patent ; different how- 
ever in its import from that which he had for- 
merly given t) the lodge at Lyons, not hav- 
ing any emblems engraven on it, or any 
other motto than the werd Gop placed at 
the top. | 
Beſides this, he left many traces. of his 
reſidence in that city behind him; andamong 
others a Chineſe pavilion, which he built on 
u poſe to experience the effects of his phy- 


=, 
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| fical and moral regeneration. It remains at 
this very day; and ſuch is the veneration 
of the peaſants in regard to this pretended 
prophet, that it is ſaid they pay their ho- 
mage and adoration to him on paſling this 
temple, which they denominate the mauſo- 
leum of Count Caglioſtr o. 

At Bienne, to which he af terwards re- 
paired, he alſo held ſeveral Egyptian lodges, 4 
and as uſual made uſe of his pupils. At Aix, 
Turin, Genoa, and Verona, he held re- 
peated conferences with ſeveral maſons. At = | 
Roveredo he pretends that many perſons. , lf 
were ſo charmed with the ſecrets which he S | 
diſcloſed; and the eloquence with- which he 1 
enforced his doctrines, that they prevailed _ n , 


upon him to hold a lodge in a country houſe q ] 
in the neighbourhood of that city, in which 74 
he performed the various functions and ce- # 1 
remonies preſcribed by the inſtitutions. The g | 
patent on this occaſion was dated in the yea; ö ö 
5781 ; by which it appears that, like the N 
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maſons, he aſſumed a different ra from that 
of the chriſtians. 

From Roveredo Caglioſtro repaired to 
Trent, and from thence to Rome, Trent 
does not furniſh us any remarkable events 
as he was exceedingly afraid of the great 
piety of the prince biſhop. He however did 
not entirely forget his aftachments; for he 
cauſed two folding ſcreens to be made for 
his pupil, altho' they were not made uſe of, 

But he never was in ſuch a great perplex- 
ty as in Rome. We have already menti- 
oned that on one hand he was intimidated by 
| the vigilance of the government; while he 
Vas preſſed on the other by his zeal for ma- 
ſonry, and by the extreme indigence which 
he began to experience. | 
Having learned that there was a lodge eſ- 
tabliſhed in that city, he got acquainted 
with ſeveral of the members, but he con- 
: ſtantly refuſed to aſſiſt at their aſſemblies 


wo 


„ 
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He however partook of a repaſt to which 
they invited him in the country, during 
which he pronounced a diſcourſe in honour 
of Egyptian maſonry. He experienced a 
particular pleaſure in converſing with them; 
and they in return evinced the ſtrongeſt de- 


ſire to be initiated in his Egyptian rites. He 


conducted himſelf in ſuch a manner as to 


enforce this hope; he often read to them 


that paſſage of his book, in which his ſyſ- 
tem is detailed; he explained many of the 
my ſteries, and even permitted one of them 
o copy ſeveral of the particulars. Ne ver- 


theleſs he forbore to receive them publicly 


as his diſciples, promiſing however to admit 
them on his leaving the papal territories. In 
the mean time he procured the a dmiſſion 


of many members into the lodge already 
eſtabliſned: ſuch indeed Was the reſpect 


they habitually entertained for him, that they 
at length gave him the appellation of * * fa- 
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ther,“ while he in return called them his 
children.“ In fine, they looked upon 
him as their chief, and actually paid him 
all the homage uſually conferred on a grand 


maſter. 
He alſo continued his correſpondence, by 


means of words and ſymbols known to and 
| uſed by the maſons, with the lodges that he 
had eſtabliſhed in foreign countries. Among 
other letters written in that manner, 1s one 
addreſſed to a Pariſian, requeſting him to 
procure a ſum of money from a third perſon. 
He deſired this correſpondent to intereſt 
himſelf in the buſineſs, and endeavour by 
all poſſible means to obtain a happy —_ 
cluſion of it; promiſing in return to copſti- 
tute him his vicar general, with unbounded 
powers. 5 1 

In the mean time, his wants became | 
every day more preſſing, and no rem! ttances 
whatever arrived. At length, neceſhty get- 
| tingth better of his fears, his diſtreſſes forced 
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him to make an offer to ſeveral perſons of 
inſtructing them in his Egyptian maſonry, 
and he alſo endeavoured to found a lodge 
for ladies. His firſt deſign was attended 
with little or no ſucceſs ; and he was diſ- 
ſuaded from his ſecond, becauſe he was gi- 
ven to underfland that at Rome either the 
ladies have very little money, or they are 
exceedingly unwilling to part from it. | 

There was one perſon, however, who 
ſeemed exceedingly deſirous to become one 
of his diſciples; and Caglioſtro was uncom- 
monly eager to enroll him in the liſt, on ac- 
count of a ring, the brilliancy of which faſ- 
cinated his eyes, and made him ogle it with 
uncommon defire. Notwithſtanding his 
wonderful knowledge of nature, he never 
diſcovered that the ſtones were cryſtal in- 
ſtead of diamonds. 
Having introduced this ſappoſed dupe 
into his bed-chamber, he informed him that 


174 THE LIFE OF 


the knowledge which he had acquired in 

Egypt, enabled him to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of 
maſonry, to which no perſon could be ad- 
mitted without a long and 11gorous initiation; 
but that he, as ſupreme grand maſter, could 
diſpenſe with the uſual forms. Accordingly 
he pronounced a diſcourſe, pointing out the 
ſuperiority and advantages of Egyptian ma- 
ſonry above all others; and then deſiring 
him to fall on his knees, and lift his right 
hand towards his head, in this attitude he 
obliged him to ſwear never to reveal or diſ- 
cover to any perſon what he had either ſeen 
or heard. He then proceeded to Breathe on 
his face, and to perform the uſual ceremo- 
nies as on the admiſſion of other candidates; 

but when he preſented him with a patent, 

and claimed ths promiſed reward, the ma- 
ſon-eleCt inſtantly walked away, obſerving, 
vith great calmneſs, that the whole was u 

contemptlible impoſture. p Thus Caglioſtro, 
who had. gained immenſe ſums by his rcgue- 
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ries in every other part of Europe, was not 
able at Rome to procure even a ring ſet witk 
falſe ſtones, by means of all his art and abi- 
lities 


Soon aſter this he began to experience the 


moſt alarming inquietude ariſing from his 
dread of being betrayed. He acknow- 

ledges that he now determined to thro 
himſelf at che ſeet of a prieſt, and acknow- 
| ledge his faults, Accordingly he confeſſed 
| his crimes in this capital, in the ſame man- 
ner as he had ſo;merly done at Trent; and 
actually declared to two perſons who en- 
joyed his confidence, that it was on purpoſe 
to ridicule the holy Inquiſition that he had 
ſubmitted to that ceremony, Heat length 
crowned his maſonic labours by a circular 
letter, which he wrote a fewdays before his 


detention, to all the Egyptian lodges. Soon | 
aſter he received intelligence that he had 
been faccuſed to the Holy Office; but he 
had great confidence in the -zeal of his diſ- 
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ciples, whom he ordered to ſet fire to the. 
Caſtle of St. Angelo, or even to the Inqui- 
ſition, in caſe he ſhould be detained there. 
We have thus given an abridgment of the 
labours of Caglioſtro, in his character of a 
f ree maſon: our narrative contains the ſub- 
ſtance of his confeſſions on that ſubject, 
which we have here reduced to method; and 
have endeavoured to avoid tediouſneſs and 
langour, by detailing only the principal cir- 
cumſtances. It now remains to elucidate the 
particulars which we have related, by clear- 
ing up the difficulties and obſcurities which 
his hiſtory will undoubtedly . to the 
mind of every reader. 
Some will aſk how it comes about that 
mich an artful impoſtor as Caglioſtro, who, 
during his trial at Paris, had remained ob- 
ſtinately bent on deception, could be pre- 
vailed upon to betray himſelf at Rome? 
And how a wretch who had been ſo ſucceſs - 
ſul by means of his impoſtures in every city 
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in Europe, ſhould at length be induced to 
make a full and free confeſſion of them? 
The recollection af a ſimple fact will eaſily 
reconcile theſe circumſtances Notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated intelligence that he re- 
ceived of his approaching confinement, he 
neglected to deſtroy the book which con- 


| tained his ſyſtem of Egyptian maſonry, the 
various ornaments and apparatus belonging, 
to that rite, and all the correſpondence: 
_ which he carried on with the ſeveral lodges, 


of which he was either the founder or an aſ- 
ſociate. At the moment of his arreſt, he 


beheld every paper that could inform or en- 
lighten his judges in regard to his former life, 
| ſealed before his eyes: it was therefore im- 


poſſible, or at leaſt uſeleſs, to deny, or even 


to palliate, theſe circumſtances; ſince an ir- 


refragable body of evidence was- thus ob- 
tained, and full and ſufficient prooſs could 


be adduced in a moment to ſubſtantiate the. 


crimes of which he was accuſed. 
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It ought alſo to be added, that, from the 
exceſſive garrulity of Caglioſtro, many 
things occurred in the courſe of his trial, 
that cleared up and elucidated. ſeveral ex- 
preſſions in his manuſcripts, which, with - 
out this help, would have remained ſo many 
enigmas. On theſe occaſions he often at- 
tempted to tergiverſate and to recal his ex- 
preſſions; but this was impoſlible : for his 
judges had taken the precaution to make 
him ſign his interrogatories page by page; 
and alſo to declare, at the bottom of each, 
that the declarations therein contained were 


entirely conformable to the particulars of his 
confeſſion. Another circum tance which 
did not a little contribute to the happy con- 
eluſion of his proceſs, was the precaution 
with which he was ſhut up in the place of 
hisconfinement. At the Baſtille, as he hin- 
ſelf frankly acknowledged, he had found the 
moſt ample means of prevarication, of elud. 
ing the charges adduced againſt him, and of 


= 
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corrupting his guards, and even the miniſ- 
ters of juſtice, by means of money. But, 

during his impriſonment here, he has found 
all his arts and all his reſources fail him for 
the firſt time. Indeed, on his being arreſted 
it was induſtriouſiy propagated in this capi- 
tal, that the perſon to whoſe care he had 
been entruſted was his friend and protector; 
but this was diſcovered to be a mere calum- 
ny; as the judge who firſt examined him 
tried: by every means in his power to diſco- 


'ver whether any ſecret communication had 
taken place; and after a long and laborious 
enquiry, he brought in a report, by which 
it evidently appeared that this accuſation 
was nothing more than a groundleſs and a 
malicious ſtory, | 
But it may till be demanded how it came 
about that he acknowledged ſo many par- 


ticulars relative to his Fgyptian maſonry? 
Tothis it is to be anſwered, that his firſt 
attachment to the common and ordit ary ma- 
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ſonry ; the celebrity, the aſcendancy, the 
credit which he had acquired in the lodges 
appertaining to it; the invention, or at leaſt 
the reformation, of Egyptian maſonry ; the 
abundance of his diſciples of both ſexes, and 
the propagation of his doctrines in all parts 
of the world were ſo many facts, that, as 
it was impoſſible to deny, he thought it pru- 
dent to acknowledge and confeſs. But in 
addition to his own evidence, not only his 
Wife, who was his inſeparable. companion, 
has confirmed this circumſtance, but his pa- 1 
pers have furniſned the moſt incontrovertible 
proofs: and, in addition to theſe, we have 
been furnifhed with the evidence of a tra- 
veller, who arrived in this metropolis during 
his proceſs; and who aſſures us that he him- 
ſelf, during his reſidence at Lyons, ſaw the 
magnificent temple erected for the exerciſe 
19 the Egyptian rites inſtituted by Cag- 
Hoſtro, in the middle of which was paced a 
marble buſt of the founder. | 
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Perhaps the details given us on this ſub- 
& by himſelf may be exaggerated, as by 
-theſe means he hoped to acquire an.import- 
: ance which might be uſeful to him. The 
number of his diſciples whom he affirmed 
amounted to many millions, is another cir- 
cumſtance which it is difficult to believe, and 
which muſt have undoubtedly been aſſerted 
on purpoſe to make himſelf appear formida- 
ble. The evidence before us proves that 
the number of his followers was conſidera- 
ble ; but they fell far ſhort of what he pre- 
tended and it is no leſs certain that they 
are daily diminiſhing. as they at length be- 
gin to perceive and acknowledge the impoſ- 
ture and deception of their grand alter. Je 
ener is well known that the deſection of 
his followeis never gave him any concern, 
as it was their money rather than their at- 
tachment that he was ambitious of. 
It would be difficult to comprehend the 
-uncommon ſucceſs which he experienced, if 
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it were not recollected that he procured the 
greater part of his proſelytes in countries 
where either the remiſſneſs of the govern- 
ment, or the natural depravation of the hu- 
man heart, had enfeebled the foundations of 
thecatholic faith. It is alſo to be conſidered, 
that he was not ſo little verſed in intrigue as 
to neglect the moſt artful means for the ſuc- 
ceſs of his miſſion. Thus he was moſt anx- 
ious to choſe the ignorant and the rich for his 
diſciples ; and was particularly careful to 
debauch and corrupt the heart, by ſecond- 
ing and aſſiſting the ruling paſſions of his 
converts. Over the minds of ſuch weak 
] people as pretended to be attached to the 
ſciences, his chemichal diſcoveries, and the 
promiſe of the philoſopher's ſtone, afforded 
never-failing means of ſucceſs. If any one 
deterred by the influence of his paſſions, can- 
_ didly confeſſed his attachment to the fair 
ſex, he conſtantly replied, that, to become 
à good maſon, or, what was the fame thing, 


— 
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. 8. * 


to become a perfect nan, it was not neceſſary 


to be a capuchin. Live as you pleaſe, 
he uſed to exclaim, and only believe in 
me, and in my Egyptian maſonry !“ By 


theſe means, and with ſuch maxims, his ſue- 


ceſs could not fail 10 equally 1 and 
extenſive, 


It may be allo neceſſ- ary to obſerve, that 


one of the indiſpenſable conditions annexed 


to the admiſſion into the Egyptian ſyſtem, 
was, that of having been already elected 
into one of the lodges of ordinary maſonry. 

The motive of this is not difficult to be 


diſcovered'; for as his inſtitution: was entirely 


new, and tlie principal and moſt wonderful 


circumſtance attendant on it was the phyſi- 


cal and moral regeneration, it was more 
eaſy to ĩinveigle the free maſons, whoſe minds 
 were- already debauched; than any other 


claſs of men wha tever and he indeed found 
that it was not difficult to make theſe belleve 
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in thoſe. n tales and prodigious 


events that exceeded poſſibility, and gave 


the lye to the operations of nature. 

The reader will undoubtedly recolle& that 
Caglioſtro pretended to have harangued his 
audience for ſeveral hours, with an eloquence 


that at once charmed and convinced them 


| and with a ſublimity that evinced a prodigi- 
ous attainment in regard to all kinds of 


knowledge either ſacred or profane: He 
alſo pretended to have been ſo ſucceſsful in 
his arguments, that, by means of his diſ- 
courſes, the wicked were turned aſide from 
their wickedneſs, were made to behold the 
ſun of righteouſneſs, and to embrace the 
catholic religion: His wife, however, who 
was preſent at a great number of his diſ- 
courſes, affirms that they were compoſed'in 


a ſtyle of the moſt weariſome, perplexity, 
and abounded with the moſt incoherent 


ideas; Previous to his aſcending the roſtrum, 


oP 
45 
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he was always careful to prepare himſelf for 


his labours by means of ſome bottles of wine; 
and he was ſo ignorant as to the ſubject on 


which he was about to hold forth, that he 


generally applied to his wife for the text on 
which he was to preach to his diſciples. If 
to theſe circumſtances are added a Sicilian 
dialect, mingled with a jargon of French 


and Italian, we cannot heſitate a ſingle mo- 


ment as to the degree of credibility which 
we are to give to the aſſertions that have 


been made concerning the wonder- working 


effects of his eloquence: 


He admitted thoſe W all forts of 


religions to partake of the bleſſings of his di- 
vine diſcoveries; provided they believed in 


the exiſtence of a God, and the immortality 
of the ſoul, it was equal to him whether 
they were Catholics, Lutherans, Calviniſts, q 
or Jews: - While ſpeaking of ſovereigns, he 


was always careful to accommodate himſelf h 
12 
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to the genius of his audience ; ſometimes 
inſinuating ſubordination but more fre- 
quently independence: He was always ac- 
cuſtomed to ſpeak in a contemptuous man- 
ner of the perſon and authority of the Ro 
man pontiff, and of all hierarchies whatever: 
In fine, his diſcourſes tended entirely to 
| change catholics i into miſcreants, and atheiſts 
into deifts: 

This painting is not in the leaſt height- 
ened by the colouring which we have given 
to it. We are in poſſeſſion of the teſtimony 
of many perſons who have heard him re- 

peatedty diſcourſe on the principles of ma- 
ſonry; and who aſſure us that he ſpoke 
without anyorder or met nod, and that his 
converſation and ideas were ſo obſcure; dif 
guiſed, and diſtorted, that it was exceed 
ingly difficult to comprehend his meaning. 
The judge who interrogated? him has often 
 hearobliged'to Her the puniſhment, of hear. 


3 Al 
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ing his long replications, it being utterly im- 
poſſible to ſtop the torrent of his verboſity. 
Is it poſſible that a man, who from his 
very infancy, according to his on confeſ- 
| fion, held the firſt rudiments of ſcience in 
abhorrence, who from his earlieſt youth, 
and through the whole courſe of his life, 
had attached himſelf to no other ſtudy than 
that of vice, impoſture, and fraud —is it 
poſſible, I ſay, that ſuch a perſon as this 
ſhould -be eapable of the language, the ar- 
guments, the irreſiſtible and perſuaſive elo- 
quence which have been attributed to him? 
What ſhall we ſay to that theological know 
ledge, which is reported to have formed the 
baſis of all his dicourſes, and which has 
produced ſo many converſions: in favour of 
the catholic religion ? Could this man have 
entered into profound and erudite argu- 
ments concerning matters of grace, predeſ- 
tination, and free will ? N FE 
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We ſhall here exh ibit a few of the queſti- 


ons propounded to, and the anſwers made 
by him. The reader will then be enabled 
to make his own concluſions. 1 5 


« Q, Has not your conduct tended to de- 


baſe and diſgrace the great work of the 


redemption, and the death of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt?ꝰ 5 

A. No, never; for in my primitive 91. 
tem, and in all my operations, I made the 


moſt honourable mention of the ſerpent with 


the apple in his mouth, which 1 have 


adopted for my creſt, and which denotes 


the cauſe of original fin, and of our ſub- 
ſequent fall. The redemption of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is the arrow which has pierced 


the ſerpent; and this we ought to keep 
conſtantly before our eyes and in our 


hearts, for the eyes and the heart are the 


Tooking-glaſs of the ſoul ; and all men 


ought conſtantly to be on their guard 
againſt the temptations of the Devil: and 
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in conſequence believing! in all this, and 


in the redemption of our Lord. Jeſus: Chriſt; 
and having ordered this always to be obſer- 
ved, it is not poſſible that I could have done 


what has been aſſerted; as that would be to 


unſay and contradict all that I have affirmed.” 
N What are the chief fins and the 


ſources of all our crunes „ 


17 


A. I do not know the exact nenen and 
only recollect a few, ſuch as gluttony, en- 
vy, idleneſs, luxury and uſury.“ 


„Q What are the theological virtues?” 


„ A. I have forgotten; but if you will 
name the firſt of them to me, I ſhall recol- 
lect them, and repeat the remainder.” - 
e Q What are the cardinal virtues?” 
A. The ſame as the theological,” 


10 0 What are the counſels: hag lead to 
perfection N © 7 


N The exerciſe of Faith, nb and 
charity,” Tania s 
I 4 
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1790 THE LIFE or 
4. Q. What do you mean by faith, hope, 

e | 
A Faith! is our compliance with the. or- 


| d nance of the church 3 charity is the bond 


of perfection; and hope is the belief in 
eternal glory.“ 

„Q. What is ay fhnrataciitief eonfir- 
mation? : | 

« A. It is the ibis of baptiſen. D 

Q Has man a power and authority to 
command the obedience and 9 of ee- 
leſtial ſpitits ?” 
A. Þ believe that man, . the per- 
tniſſion of God, may arrive at that power; 
becauſe God before his death had a beatific 
antl divine viſion; becauſe man is created 
after the image and reſemblance of God; and 
the angels have not been ereated in the ſame 
manner as man, but after a divine manner.“ 
Me ſhall not here ſpeak of his abſenting 
himſelf from the holy ſacraments, of his 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. rot. 
continual violation of the precepts of the 
church, and of all the eireumſtances which 
conſtitute that enormous mals of crimes 
with which his whole life is ſtained and diſ- 
figured. It muſt however be acknowledged 
that an immenſe number of his diſciples to 
this very day celebrate his eloquence, as 
ſomething beyond the reach of mortality, 1 
and actually approaching to our notions of 
what is divine How has this happened? 
It proceeds ſimply from this, that bund 
neſs attaches itſelf to blindneſs; and that 
theſe ignorant people, being unable to | 
- comprehend his . diſcourſes , on account << 
their obſcurity, have imagined that their 
leader poke parabolicalhy⸗ and enigmatically; _ 
and thus they had an ample opportunity of d 
interpreting his bee to the L = 
own wiſnes. e Wl 1 
His predictions, no i tended. greatly .- 


to augment their ſanaticiſm. He attributed 
* ; a 
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192 HE LIFE or 
theſe to the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the Deity 
himſelf and to the effects of his immediate 


| nſpiration. His wife, however, has been 


able to aſſign the cauſe of many of his mira- 
culous prophecies, for ſhe accounts for ſome 
of them by the infatiable curioſity and dili- 
Ae which fe made uſe of to procure a 


| knowledge of the ſecrets of all families 


whatever and attributes others to a fore- 


; belt founded upon facts, from whence an 


inference might be fairly drawn. For ex- 
ample, if at Mittau he propheſied that a 
young lady would be ſoon united to a weal- 
thy huſband, he founded this prediction on 
the knowledge of the regard that a man of 
ſortune ſecretly entertained for her. And if 
at another time he foretold the ſpeedy diſſo= 
lution of another perſon, this aroſe "PO 
from the ſtate of the patient's health, whoſe - 


-malady might have eaſily inſpired the ſame 


- 
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 193 
idea in the breaſt of r medical 1 pe 
& Whatever. 25 
Let us now fay mating concerning 1 
n. by means of his pupils. 
It is certain that Caglioſtro himſelf, as well 
as others has often made uſe of. theſe pu- 
pilsin; his Egyptian maſonry ;. and that the 
boys and girls employed on this occaſion, 
have pretended to have ſeen angels, and to 
have held an interconrſe with the world of 
ſpirits. How has this happened? 
+: Caglioſtro, according to e has 
beldly and intrepidly aſſured us, that all this 
originated from the ſpecial protection of the 
Divinity; that the Supreme Being had 
deigned to grant him the beatific viſion, on 
purpoſe to enable him more effectually to 
propagate and enferce his Egy ptian maſonry, 
to prove the exiſtence of God, the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, to convert the incredulous, 
and. to ſuccour and ſupport + the catholic 
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faith. He alſo added that, on theſe. occaſi- 
ons, he had always an opportuity of ſtrength- 
ening his belief in God, of invoking his be- 
nificence, and of experiencing his bounty. 
Let us, on the other hand, hear the de - 
poſition of his wife. She declared upon 
- oath that many of the pupils had been pre- 
pared before hand by her huſband, and had 
their leſſon given them in regard to every 
queſtion about which they were to be after- 
wards interrogated : but that ſome however 
had been choſen and brought unawares to 
him; and that in regard to them, ſhe ima- 
-ginedthat he could only operate by the in- 
tervention of magie: She alſo added, that 
he had repeatedly refuſed to communicate 
the means by which he achieved theſe ope- 
rations ; always obſerving, that ſhe did not 
poſſeſs ſufficient courage and reſolution ſor 
the ſucceſe of the myſtery; and that, when 
he himſelf began with his pupils, he oon- 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. gs 
feanitly ſtruck the g:ound:three times with 
his right foot, exclaiming I do this in 
-conſequence . of the power which I derive 
from the Grand Cophte ?” It is to be ob- 
ſerved, however, that, on theſe oecaſions, his 
labours were entirely directed towards the 
advancement of his intereſt ; for he gene- 
rally flattered his audience by making their 
deceaſed relations and friends appear in his 
magic vaſe, as enjoying ſupreme happineſs; 
while, on the contrary, thoſe who were his 
enemies were condemned to eternal torments: 
Sometimes alſo he inſtructed his [pupils to de- 
ſcribe the good angels, who appeared to 
them, as poſſefling the features, and bearing 
an exact reſemblance to' Madam Caglioſtro, 
ſo that his friends might have a wou at- 
tachment to her: 5 
The gazette writers of * Were at 
great pains to ridicule all this, as the mere | 
trick of a juggler ; and as for us, who have 


— 
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v many inſtances of his AI before 
our eyes, we cannot withhold our aſſent to 
the ſame opinion. Among the papers be- 
longing to Caglioſtro we have found two re- 
lative to this pretended intercourſe with ſpi- 
rits, which were tranſmitted to him during 
his impriſoament ; and which ſeem to have 
been written either with a view of - demand- 


ing informa tion, or of giving an account 
of the proceedings of his diſciples... 

| + Nec be: - 
An. on the 20th day of the 8th month. 
* « The Grand Maſter being employed in 
his operauions, after the uſual ceremonies, 
the pupil, before ſeeing the angel, ſaid: _ 
© Tfind myſelf: in a dark room. : 

l fee a golden AN over my; 
head. f . 
I perceive 1 arrive. 47 | 
Ye He opens. his. breaſt; we. ſhews. A 
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wound 1 in his heart; ; he holds out a Poniard 
| to me. 

« G. M. Is he employed 3 In the ſervice 
of the Grand Cophige 7 | 
* P. Ves. 
« G. M. What als do you ſee? ? 
P. I ſee a ſtar. 
1 fee two. 1 
« I ſee ſeven. 
-5 «Ml; Proceed. 
«CF. Louth——g has retired— the 
ſcene change ſee ſeven angels, ccc. ; . 
ü 1121 . 3 [2 
Extrat from the proceedings of al lodge 
held on Saturday, the 12th day 1 che 
ſecond month of the year 55 58. ; 
All the maſters, except brother Elias, being 
| | preſent, 5 wy 
. he operations were directed by the vene- 
. Saba II. 8 
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< 
After the uſual proceedings, the ſeven 


angels, with their cyphers, preſented. them- 
ſelves before the pupil. 

« P. The Grand Cophte ads and 
kiſſes his hand; he kiſſes his hand and has 
his cypher on his breaſt. 

“He ſalutes me with his ſword, makes 1 
a circle in the air, pronounces the word 
 heloim, and places tip point. of bis ſword 


upon the earth. 

« G. M. Tell bim, in the moſt reſpe&- 
ful terms, that a particular friend: of his, 
| paſting through this place, is exceedingly | 
. defirous of ſeeing our lodge at his return; 
| and that we are anxious to know his Lore 
on this ſubjeR. : 
4 P. You may permit him to er; and 
after ſome converſation,  Alexynder Is to 
begin the operations. : 

% G. M. Are we to be decorated in our 
badges ? 
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16 P. Yes. | 

G. M. Shall I aſſiſt as grand WD ? 
66 P. Tes. | 


66. 6. M. Is Alexander to . as 


uſual by means of the waſe, or is he to en · 
ter into the tabernacle ? 


. He 1 is to e in the uſual man- 


ner. 
G, M Thislodgs/j held only: in pre- 
ſence of the maſters: ſhall the miſtreſſes 


aſlift at the next ? 
hats Aſſuredly. 


e G. M. Shall all the maſters appear in 


complete uniform on che feſtiral * the 3d 
of whe OE | 


P. Yes, all except brother Els who 


will be abſent. 
« G, M. Has he any more e orders o or in 


firudtions to give us. 

„ P. No. 
« G. M. Do we dare to aſk his is bleling : 
Es He ſtretckes — his hand, and 
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ſays that he gives it to you with all his 
Bert: "IM 
4 G. M. Are the angels ll with vou! 
. Ves. my 
* G. M. Throw your * on Four 
knees, tell them to make their adorations | 
with us, and recommend our r lodge to their 25 
ſpecial care.” | * 

4 The adorations having been made, | 
the lodge was inſtantly cloſed. 4 
We ordered Caglioſtro to explain theſe 
papers to us: but he ſaid that, as to the 
purport of the firſt, he himſelf remained 
in profound ignorance ; for this man, who 
pretended to be inſpired, favoured, and pro- 
tected in a particular manner by God, was 
obliged to confeſs that, on this, as on many 
other occaſions, he was entirely unac- 
quainted "ow 1. meaning of his correl- 
dene. 1 , 


. 2 . 


„ 


* 
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As tothe ſecond, he pretended that it 
was the narrative of a viſion that had ap- 
peared i in the night ; ; but that he did not be- 
lieve it any more than another, the account 
of which was ſent him from Lyons, in 
which he himſelf was deſcribed as having 
appeared between Enoch and Elias. 

Being unable to penetrate intq the Te- 
ceſſes of the human heart, it is impoſſible to 
decide on the veracity of his anſwer : we 
learn however from his wife, that he uſed to 
_ obſerve to his diſciples, if they now dreamed 
that they ſaw him in the clouds, thoſe 

dreams would be actually realized hereafter; 
for they ſhould hereafter behold him there, 
ſurrounded with glory, 4 

We ſhall here add a few n which 

we aſked him upon this occaſion. 

cc Q Have you ever doubted-; as to the 
propriety of exerciſing the rites of your 
Egyptian maſonry ? 


— 
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* A. Ever fince 1 left London 1 have 
beenin great doubt whether it was not im- 
„ 

. Q Did you ever forbid your diſciples to 
write to you on this ſubject while you re- 
mained in Italy? 

«A, Tes. | 

CC, -Q. Why-? 

A. Becauſe I knew that the rites of 'the 
catholic religion were univerſally prac- 
tiſed throughout Italy; and that, in other 
Rn, there ee of religi- 
ons. 

66 'Q. Is the Egyptian miſe then in 
oppoſition to the catholic faith? . 

A I truly think ſo; and principally 
in that part of it which regards the pupils. 

© Q. How could you believe that, on 
theſe occaſions, you were aſſiſted by the 
ſpecial favour of God? 
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A. I do not underſtand what you ſay 
—] do not rightly comprehend my. own 
meaning I can only ſay, that I lament my 
unhappy ſituation, and demand fpiritual 
aſſiſtance. I have been led into a hundred 
' thouſand errors in regard to religion.” | 
This repentance, however was only mo- 
mentary in its duration and effect, being 
merely intended to procure time to ſtudy an 
anſwer. When cloſely urged on the ſame 
ſubject on two other occaſions, he perſiſted 
in his firſt declarations, and attributed his 
ſucceſs to the ſpecial intervention and aſſiſt 
ance ofthe Divinity. However, after perſiſt- 
ing for ſome time in theſe queſtions, and de- 85 
manding a categorical anſwer, he again be- 
gan to prevaricate. Being at length ex- 
horted to tell the truth, and to manifeſt the 
"ſecrets of his heart, he appeared exceed 
ingly agitated ; and faid, that he had 
never employed the devil in any of his ope- 
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rations, nor never made uſe of any magic 
or ſuperſtition whatever.“ | 


We have here given a ſhort : abridgment 


4 this part of his trial; for it would fil 
ſeveral volumes if we were to detail the 
queſtions which we made uſe of to make 
him givea full and ample confeſſion. Our 
efforts however were in vain ; for when he 
found himſelf preſſed by the arguments we 
made uſe of, he inſtantly loſt his temper, 
and abuſed and menaced che | judges _ 
examined him. 
| When the moſt imple took of bes im- 
piety were adduced, he pretended to juſtify 
himſelf in ſaying, “ Iam an apoſtolic ca- 
tholic; and if you do not believe me I can- 
not help it.” On another occaſion he ex- 
claimed, T am a Roman catholic; and if 
you do not believe the beat. ic v jon, I do.” 
Being defirous to hear by what authority 
be pretended to have received his miſſion 


COUNT Gidutirns. —_— 
Rang God, and the power to make uſe of 
his myſtical operations, he replied, e 


it proceeded from that divine * aſſiſtance 
which the Deity had favoured him with, 


as being a good catholic'; and that he had 


derived his authority from tlie power gi- 


ven in that beatiſc bifon which Jeſus had 
experienced before his crucifixion: Ego 
claritatem quam dediſti mihi dedi eis: non 
7 His rogo tan tum, Jn et pro eis qui credi- 
ur turi ſunt per verbum corum me, ut omnes unum 


a 92 iet : TT 
int. . : 


/ 


a It was objected that this power was com- 


mon to all catholics; but he ſaid that all ca- 


tholics could not make uſe of it, becauſe 
their belief in God was not ſufficiently | 


ſtrong; adding, that ſome on whom he 


himſelf had conferred this power could not 


ſucceed, while others never failed. 


| 00 Q. What do you mean 1 the beat ific 
vi on ? Y 
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+5: A. f viritual aſſiſtance, an angelic 
: eng a Fee aſſiſtance. | 

* Q. On whom is it conferred . 
A. God has given it, does give it, and 
ſhall give it to whomſoever he pleaſes. 
Q. In. what manger. does it aperata? 
. In three manners.:. the firſt is, 
hen God makes himſelf viſible, as he did 
to the patriarchs; the ſecond is, by the 
appearance of angels who become viſible 
to men; and the third is, by internal im- 
pulſe and inſpiration. 
Q. By what means is. this obtained f 
« A. By à conſtant. union with God. 
his holy church, and. the, catholic. faith; 
and by the ties of faith and charity. When 
one poſſeſſes all. theſe, it is only neceſſary. 
to petition for the divine aſſiſtance with fer- 
vent prayer; and if this is not given to- 


day, the time wil come when it hall. be 
given. 


COUNT CAGEIOSTRO: 20% 
r Have any now * obtained this 
viſion ? 7 
. . do not know any one, but 1 my- 
ſelf who am a ſinner, who have obtained it 
by means of that internal impulſe, that is 
to ſay, by the third manner, which T oye 
: juſt deſcribed. | 
. Q. How could a inner, how could a 
wretch who has confeſſed a perpetual vio- 
lation of eccleſiaſtical precepts, and all 
manner ef iniquities, be able to obtain 
that grace, for the poſſeſſion of which it is 
abſolutely neceffary to be always united to 
God and to the Catholic Church? 
A. I never had recourſe to the Devil; 
and if T have been a ſinner, God, who is 


ſo nen bas, , 1 DNS. n 
me. 


A 
1 "PF 
? 4 
1 
7 
— 1 977 
* * 
RY - 
=_— 
. 
1 
1 
* 7 
* 
* Y 
Fa + 
2 
Pb 
1 
1 
TH 
1 * 
44 
19 
14 
1 } 
LIES - 
* 4 
& * 
i F 
11 
x 
3 + 1 
-M 
478 
* } 
D 
4 
. 1 
BY -, 
I 
3 
4 
1 
4 
. 1 1 
3 
11M 
4358 
N $ 
"4 4 
1.4 
1 
12 
438 
3.0 
2 
184. 
T3. 
* 4 
it 
Jai 3 
1 
4 
3 
47 N 
Le 
ib 
3,0 
$ - 
1 
n 
8 
1 
_ 
. p 
12 
1 
4 1 
„ 
1. 
2 
411 
425 
at oj" 
"2 
% 
10 
te 
"hd 
1 
1 
E 
* 
1 
* 1 
7 
* 
LY 
87 ' 
14 
” 
22 
*. 
13 
1 
"i 
T1 
* 
& 
1 
=” 
pe! 
3 
13 
4 
wt 
| 
i 
p 
7 
» 


Q. Is it to be An Ant God 
would have conferred this beatific viſion 
on your. diſciples, many of whom, by your 


own confeſſion, led immoral lives? 
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66 A. 1 am but a man, and cannot ve. 
fore be ſuppoſed to enter into the reaſons 
that have influenced the Deity—he could 
ſhower down his grace upon whom he 


pleaſed, even upon ſinners.” 

After theſe queſtionsconcerning the power 
conferred on Caglioſtro and his diſciples, 
to operate by means of the pupils, vaſes, 
ſcreens, &c. &c. it will not be difficult to 
perceive that the whole was a bare · faced 

impoſture. However, it muſt be confeſſed 
that he deceived a prodigious number of 
people by means of his pretended myſteries; | 
and that they regarded him as a ſuperna- 
tural being who had deſcended from Hea- 
yen. By theſe he was looked up to as an 
oracle and revereed as a model of virtue, 
wiſdom, and power. To ſuch a height 
Was the fanaticiſm of ſome of his diſciples 


. * 


; COUNT CAGLIOS'TRO. 209 


: carried, that he was often addreſſed by the 
: titles of ©. Adored father and Venerable 


Maſter.” They conſtantly kifled his hand 
on approaching him; and were accuſ- 
tomed to kneel before him, and crave his 


2 benediction in fine, they were all ſubject 
to his authority, as if he had been their 
ſovereign. We ſhall here preſent the reader 


with a few ſpecimens of the letters that 
were addreſſed to him: the firſt appears to 


have been written by a perſon who had left 


him ſome time before, and expected to ſee 
him again in a few months. i 

«© My dear and ever beloved Maſter, 
It ſeems that the ocean was anxious to 
prevent our ſeparation, as we were eigh- 


teen hours at ſea, and never arrived at the 


place of our deſtination until the morning 
of the 11th. My ſon ſuffered greatly dur- 
ing the voyage; but as for myſelf, I had the 


happineſs to enjoy your converſation during 


the whole night. 


K 2 
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Ke The Eternal has realized the bene 
diction which I received from you yeſter 
day. Ah my dear Maſter alter God, you 
conſtitute my chief Keeity. 
„The young. and "Wo 
be to enrol 5 you; and hope that, 
by- means of your ſpecial favour, they will 
be ſome day thought worthy of being rec- 
koned among the number of your children.” 

In another letter one of his diſciples 
thus expreſſes himſelf : 

M. and N. having pointed out the 
means by which I .can communicate my | 
reſpect and homage to you, the firſt uſe 
chat I make of their permiſſion is to throw 
myſelf at your feet, to offer up to you my 
whole heart, and to requeſt you to aſſiſt me 
in * hs Tau} Senn We ne 
ee 
1 1 hall not . IR 10 you, my 
* Maſter, what horrors I experienced 


> '# ; 5 
— J — 1 


ne- 


COUNT! CAGLIOSTRO:. 2'vE 
when the weaves of the ocean carried far 

diſtant from France the beſt of maſters; 
and the molt powerful of mortals——you 
well know all my ſufferings! _ 35 
00 My whole heart and fout ought + al- 


ways to be open to you, and your virtues 


and your benefits wil ever be remembered 


by them Deign, ſovereign maſter, to 
think on me; recollect that 1 have re- 
mained iſolated in the midſt of my friends 
ever fince | have loſt you; and the ſole 


and only wiſh of my heart is to be again 
united with a maſter all good, all-power- 
ful, and who can alone ö communicate to 
me that perſuaſion and energy which ren- 
der me capable of rg Jour com- 
mands, \&C.. &c. | | 

| « Your ſon and devoted i fabjee. 


<« in life or death, N. , 
* Boulogne. ſur-Mer, June 20, 17 86. 


— 2 
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The third is from one of the lodges eſta- 
blimed by him; and from this we ſhall 
give ſome curious extracts. 
„ $ir and Maſter, 
Nothing can equal the -value of your 
benefits but the facility with which youcon- 
fer them. Your repreſentatives have made 
11 uſe of the keys which you entruſted to 
their care; they have opened the gates of 
the grand temple, and we have ſeen the 
extent and the ſplendour of your power. 
Europe never behelda ceremony more 
holy or more auguſt ; and we allo dare to 
add, Sir, that never were we more pene- 
trated -with the grandeur of the God of 
Gods, or more thankful for your ſupreme 
bounties, than on this occaſion. | 
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„ The adoration and the operations : 
laſted during three days; and, by. a re- 
markable concurrence of circumſtances, we 
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were aſſembled to the number of twenty- 


ſeven in the temple, the benediction was 
completed on the 27th, and the adoration 
continued for fifty-four hours. N Sn 
Our preſent wiſh is to lay this feeble 


expreſſion of our gratitude at your feet. 


We ſhall not undertake to give a recital of 
the divine ceremony of which you have 
deigned to make us the inſtruments. We 


hope however to inform you of the parti- 


culars by means of one of our brethern, 


who will preſent the account with his own 
hand. „ N 

% We beg leave however to mention, 
that, at the moment when we requeſted the 
Eternal to let us know by means of a ſign, 
whether our vows and our temple were 
| agreeable to him, the Legiſlator of the 
New Teſtament appeared, without being 
invoked ; and, after having given us his 
benediction, aſcended in 2 blue cloud, the | 
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ſplendour of which was ſo glorious, that 
the eyes of the pupils were dazzled with 0 
and could not look at it ſtedfaſtly, from the 
moment that it deſcended upon the earth. 
* The two great prophets, and the le- 
gillator of Iſrael, have given us the moſt 
certain and unequivocal proofs of their 
bounty and protection. 
* Your children will always be 8 
if you continue to cover them with your 
singe and they are p=netrated with the 
| jt which you made uſe of, v hen 
you appeared in the air to the pupil, and 
ſaid, © Tell them that 1 love them, and 
that I ſhall continue to love them.“ 
4 They now offer up the vows of their 
love, their reſpe&, and their eternal gra- 
titude to you, beſeeching that you will 
grant che prayers of your moſt humble, obe- 
dient, and reſpectful diſciples and children 
The brother Alexander Ter ——.“ 
" Auguſt, I, 0750. N 
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"2 A variety of other letters are writ- 
5 ten entirely in the ſame ſtyle and manner; 
|| i may. be fairly concluded therefore, that 


if his diſciples addreſſed him with ſo much 
enthuſiaſm during his abfence, their reſ- 

i pat and eſteem muſt have been un- 
tounded in his preſence. Indeed he him- 
ſelf has acknowledged, that they often 

i proſtrated themſelves before him, and re- 
mained in that poſture upwards of an hour. 
On theſe oecaſions he acted his part witli 
wonderful dexterity; for at the very 
time that he was gaining their affect ons, 
by flattering their paſſions, he contrived 
to exhibit a grave, myſterious,” and im- 
| poſing countenance. In fine, he governed 
and directed them according to his incli- 
nations and caprice. i 
We lament exceedingly, and from the 
bottom of our heart, that any claſs of 
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men ſhould have fallen into ſuch a vile 
and diſhonourable- vaſſalage. But, after 
having rea d this . will they per- 
ſiſt in their errors? Will they not find 
ſufficient: motives for detaching themſelves 
from his bondage, and confeſſing their de- 
luſion? Will they any longer remain un- 
informed in regard to the character of Cag- 
lioſtro, the baſeneſs of his deſigns, and the 
wickedneſs of his myſteries ? 3 
But we ſhall once more return to our 
narrative. On his firſt examination he 
Was violent in his invectives againſt the 
court of France, to the intrigues of which 
he attributed all the misfortunes that he 
had experienced ſince his impriſonment i in 
the Baſtille, and alſo the defection of his 
wife, who had been corrupted on purpoſe 
to ruin him; the truth however is, that 
Madame Caglioſtro, inſtead of experienc- 
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ing ſuch a powerfal protection, would have 
been reduced to extreme indigence, had it | 

| not been for the penſion beſtowed upon 
her by the public treaſury. The book of 55 
Egyptian maſonry, the ſymbols of that 
wicked art, and the papers of. Caglioſtro, 
which form ſo many convineing and irre- 
fragable proofs of his impiety, muſt ſurely 
remove every ſuſpicion from the minds of 
thoſe, who may have heard that either 
fraud or injuſtice were made uſe of againſt 
him. 3 
He clearly perceived how neceſſary it 
was to throw ſuſpicions on the authenticity 
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of his wife” s evidence, becauſe he well 


. 
— - — 


knew that the alone could diſcover his mo! t 


ſecret crimes, and bring to light thoſe ini- 
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quities of which mankind were before ig- 

norant. pt . | 3 | 
Nevertheleſs he hs teſtified the mail — 7 

lively tenderneſs and regard for her, and | 
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was exceedingly anxious to have her as a 
companion in his confinement. It may be 
readily believed that this demand was re- 
fuſed by his judges ; ; as was alſo another, 
which was to be removed to a larger pri- 
ſon, and to be allowed the liberty of writ» 
ing; this latter was undoubtedly intended 
for the purpoſe of keeping up a correſpon- 
dence with his friends, ſimilar to that which 
he had carried on dana his confinement 
in Paris. . 

Deceived in theſe two projects, he af- 
fected ſincerity, and acknowledged that he 
had exerciſed the rites of Egyptian ma- 
ſonry; affirming that he formerly thought, 
and ſtill continued to think, that this ſyſ- 
tem was Catholic, and that he had ex- 
preſsly made uſe of it as a means of propa- 
gating our religion. But he ſoon after re- 

tracted theſe ſentiments, began to bè ap- 
prehenſive as to the good reſulting from 
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maſonry, and to exhibit marks of repent- 
ance and contrition. In addition to his 
firſt demands, he now requeſted to have 
ſome more linen, a better diet, and the 
| libertyof peruſing ſome godly book. We 


made no difficulty in ſatisfying him as to 


the laſt article; and accordingly preſented 
him with The Defence of the Roman 


Pontificate, and the Catholic Church, by 


P. Nicholas-Mary Pallavicini.“ In a few 
days aſter he obſerved of his own accord, 


in the courſe of his interrogatories, that 


partly from his own refle&ions, and partly 
from reading of this book, he was now con- 
vinced that, inſtead of contributing to the 
ſervice of religion and of the catholic 
church, his conduct had hitherto tended to 


extend the empire of Satan, and to retard 


the ſalvation of ſouls. 


At length he expreſſed himſelf i in the 
following term: Overwhelmed as I am. 


4 — 
% — * - —— ** 
— Fx A 2 x — TOW EY 8 Tn 
ow FI: ES na SA - — r D X - 6 4 - 1 oy. _ 1 i LC BE 
* — — 4 - _— = * SY - eh PR 3s _ « LE 1 — rs V - + 2 9 
wo — . — — _—— - E . Oe ES I Es =; 1 0 9 5 . — Et > es r — — 2 Y 1 
. —_ 4 = at * 4 . ” — ak * * . 4 * — * — Av 
© If v D are; ___ — as on — 2 F: —: 2 4 — = 1 . 
s 2 7 + P . — ” 5 — ae 4 — — Capes e —.— 5 2 8 n . 3 5 © * Om, K N - 
— n . Io 0 — 8 8 — es n 2 2 ng 2 
. : = F N = — —— U 8 =. 3 2 l _ ERR I — =o: " IVE” ew 
"2 . ² mp ̃ !!. ] AAA 5 — —. . 
2 — — . r a — A YETI __ 
— —— — — r rr * wg 


220 TR Lien or 

with horror and repentance, for having 
ſpent forty-five years. of my life i in that mi- 
ſerable ſtate of perdition and lamentable 
abyſs of error, I am ready, on purpoſe to 
ſave my ſoul, and to repair the wrongs . 
that I have committed againſt religion and 
the ſouls of others, to make ſuch a decla- | 

ration or retraction as may de thought ne- 


ceſſary. 
And as there is an immenſe number 
of my diſciples i in various parts of Europe, 
who at my inſtigation have adopted the 
Egyptian ſyſtem of maſonry, and who are 
ſo attached to that faith, and ſo obedient to 
f ny orders, that, although they are for the . 
moſt part men of letters, both catholics 
and heretics, yet neither the arguments nor 
the perſuaſions of theologians or learned 
men can ever turn them aſide from. the 5 


I am 


tem which L have taught them N 
ready to write and circulate the pref: nt de- 
claration, as it will tend to enlighten them. \ 


A 
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« I accordingly beſeech your lordſhips 
to make theſe my ſentiments known. to the 
Sovereign Pontiff, that his Holineſs r ' 
ſee that I have abandoned my errors. | 
«3 pardon my enemies, and all thoſe 
who have carried on this proceſs againſt - 
me, well knowing that it is for the good of 
my ſoul. I alſo recommend myſelf to your x 
lordſhips, who have treated me charitably, 
and have always interrogated me accord- 
ing to the regular and approved forms of 
Juſtice ; a circumſtance which I have never 
experienced elſewhere, and which has con- 
tributed greatly to make me perceive the 
ſins into which I had fallen, and the miſe- 
rable life which I have paſſed, in error and 
incredulity, during ſo many years.“ — 
While ſpeaking in this manner, he ap- 
peared continually bathed in tears. do 
not deſire, added he, 6 any thing but the 


1 


ſalvation of my ſoul: IJ am ready to ſub- | 
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mit myſelf, nay I defire the moſt ſevere 
public chaſtiſement ; and I ſhould wiſh 
thus to expiate the injuſtice I have com- 
mitted againſt ſo many perſons, and parti-- 
cularly againſt my wife, who has alſo lived 


in error through my ſuggeſtions ; for the 


part which ſhe acted in regard to Egypti: an 


| maſonry, reſulted _ from my * 


ons and inſtructions.“ 
NO perſon however believed tar be 


ſpoke the real ſentiments of his heart, or 


that he was influenced to this confeſſion by 
an actual repentance. Perhaps he flattered 


| himſelf by thefe means to get rid of the 
proſecution, and tor recover his liberty. 


But whatever might be his motives, this 


much is certain, that he ſoon perceived 


that he was the dupe of his own arts, for 
neither his Place of confinement, nor 


| lis treatment wis altered in any manner 


whatever. 
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His examinations, which had been in- 


terrupted for ſome time, were afterwards ” 


reſumed, on the preſling inſtances made by 
him to be heard once more. As there ex- 
iſted no motive that could induce the mi- 
niſters of juſtice to refuſe him an audience, 
he had immediate permiſſion to ſpeak his 
ſentiments. He accordingly made uſe of 
that privilege to inform us, that he would. 
recount aparable of two brothers, one an el- 
der, and the other a younger ſon. But he 
was informed that it was neither a proper 
time nor place for telling of parables, and 
ordered to proceed i in his defence. 


He then, after making a variety of quo- 
tations from the book which had been lent | 


him, relapſed into his former impieties, 
and ſpoke as follows 1 underſtand that 
thoſe who honour their father and their mo- 
ther, and reſpect the ſovereign pontiff, are 
| beloved of God; ſo in the ſame manner, ali 
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that I have done, I have done by the or- 
der of God, by means of the power Which 
he has communicated to me; and to the 
advantage of God and his holy church: 
and I am able to give proofs of all that I 
have ſaid and done, not only phyſically but 
morally ; for having ſerved God merely | 
for the love of God, and by the power of 
God, he entruſted me with a counter- 
poiſon to confound and combat the venom | 
of hell ; and if I have done wrong, the 
| Holy Father will puniſh me; if : have done 
right he will recompenſe me; and if his 
Holineſs had theſe interrogatories given 
him this very night, I propheſy that I ſhould 
be ſet at liberty to- morrow morning. 
On being defired to give proofs of his 
miſſion, he replied : © To prove that I have 
been choſen by God, as an apoſtle, to 


defend and propagate religion, I affirm, 
that, as holy church has inſtituted paſtors 
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to demonſtrate to all the world that ſhe 
alone. profeſſes the true catholic faith, ſo I 


who have operated in conjunction with 


the paſtors of holy church, and by their 
approbation, counſel, and direction, am, 
as I have already aſſerted, fully juſtified in 


regard to all my operations. Thoſe two 
paſtors who have thus comforted me, and 
aſſured me that my Egyptian maſonry is 


of divine origin, are and they 


beſides added, that it had ſo much merit, 
that the Sovereign Pontiff ought to form 7 


an order on its baſis,” 


He perſiſted 1 in theſe n i 


his laſt interrogatories. It ought to be ob- 


ſerved, however, that one of thoſe paſtors, 
| whom he mentioned had been for ſome 
time dead, and could not therefore give | 
him the lye; and that, as to the other, he | 


was a perſon whom he had ſeduced and 


deceived by means of a variety of impoſ. 
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tures. As to that part in which he ſpeaks 
about forming his diſciples in Egyptian ma- 
ſonry into a religious order, under the 
protection of his Holineſs, it is a groſs im- 
poſition. It is however true, according to 

the confeſſion of his wife, that his follow- 
ers at Straſburg wiſhed him to remain along 

with them, and offered to purchaſe a houſe 

which they intended to convert into a con- 

vent for maſons, and in which they and their 

wives, who were to live i in common with 
all the diſciples, propoſed to reſide. 

The monſtrous contradictions that were 
apparent in all his anſwers, form a con- 
vincing pooof that his pretended penitence 
was nothing more than a mere ſubterfuge. 
During his firſt examinations, he confeſ- 
ſed his errors, acknowledged the wrongs 
which he had committed againſt the catho- 
lic church, and avowed that he merited a 
ſeyere chaſtiſement; but he ſoon after 


* 4 
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changed his ſentiments, and once more 
pretended to be an apoſtle, who, inflamed 
with zeal for religion, had laboured to pro- 
pagate a ſyſtem which he then thought, and 
ſtill believed, to be good, and which has 
a perfect conformity to the precepts of the 
church. Notw ithſtanding all this, in the 
courſe of his interrogatories he confeſſed-.. 

5 1, That his ſyſtem admitted, a 3 
fundamental baſis, a total indifference, as 
to the religion of the candidates. 

„ 2. That according to his doctrines . 
It Was always enjoined, in catholic or non 


8 


8 %- 
1 — 
n 


catholic countries, to attack and to over- 
turn the ruling religion. 

3. That. heretics and catholic were 
equally honoured i in this ſociety. 

WE 37 That, ſince the origin of maſonry, 

he has never believed in that part relative 

to the phyſical and moral regeneration ; ; 

and that one of the he paſtors whom he men- 
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tioned condemned it as a ridiculous chi- 
mara. 2 EO, 
4 5, That in addon to this, he had 
felt many ſcruples of conſcience i in. regard 
to his ſyſtem ; and well knew that i in Italy, 
where the catholic religion univerſally pre- | 
vails, maſonry i is not permitted. 
© 6. That at Trent he had adhered to 
the counſels of his confeſſor, who had 
| commanded him to abandon his Egyptian | 
maſonry, becauſe it was condemned by two 
| bulls of the Pope: that at Rome he had 
fallen at the feet of a prieſt, and demanded 
abſolution; and that he was determined to 
accuſe himſelf to the Holy Office, but. that 
he had neglected to do . 
After the recapitulation of theſe fagts, 
wWahich were admitted by himſelf, it will be 5 
eaſy. to conceive the aſtoniſhing obſtinacy, 
and the horrid impiety, with which this 
man was animated i in n his zeal for maſonry. 


oer cLIosTRO. 3 129 

But it may be here aſked, of what reli- 
gion was this wretch, and in what did he 
really believe ? Properly ſpeaking he had 


no religion at all. It appears at firſt that 
his ſyſtem tended towards deiſm ; but, as 


intereſt was the only divinity which he = 
worſhipped, he conformed himſelf accord-. 

ing to the time, | the place, and the perſons 
with whom he carried on an intercourſe. 
Thus, in compliance with the exigency of 
the caſe, he was either a deiſt, on atheiſt, 


2 a materialiſt, a Calviniſt, a Lutheran, but 


never a catholic. He would not indeed 
have "heſitated a moment to have exhibited 
an hypocritical compliance in reg ard to the 
duties of that holy religion, if he could 
have drawn any advantage from it; but he 
had no occaſion to have recourſe to this 
expedient, as he lived for the greater part 
of his life in thoſe countries where its bleſ- 
fings are not experienced. | In fine, * ab- 


in 
' 
j 
{ 
I! 
Il | 
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horred religion, whether practical or theo- 

retical. 1 
During twenty-ſeven years of his life he 

was never perceived to make the ſign of the 


croſs, nor to exhibit any other mark of re- 


ligion; and during that whole period he 


did not approach the holy ſacrament above 
three times. Indeed it would have been 
much better if he had abſtained even on 

theſe occaſions, as he was induced to theſe 
duties by no other motives than thoſe of in- 


tereſt and fear; whether it was at Milan, 
with a view to obtain a paſſport for the . 
pilgrimage of St. James of Gallicia ; z in 


Spain, from a dread of the Holy Office; 


at Trent, to deceive the Prince-Biſhop - 
means of an affected piety. 


He was a ſtill leſs Alen obſerver of 


1 thoſe precepts of the church which enjoin 


the hearing of maſs on feſtivals, and to faft 


and : abſtain from fleſh meat, on certain 
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otcafions; Not content, as he himſelf ac- | 
knowledges , to leave theſe duties unful- 
filled, he even induced others to negle& 
them. In the courſe of his hiſtory we have 
had frequent opportunities to ſee with what 
vwickedneſs he expreſſed himſelf on all oc- 
| caſions as to morality, adultery, chaſtity, 
and other cardinal points of our religion. 
The impious life which he led, and the 

principles of that ſyſtem which he m 
gated, make us ſufficiently acquainted with 
the maxims which he himſelf cheriſhed, 
and wiſhed to propagate. = 

This is the proper place to give an ac- 
count of all the execrable doctrines which 
he uttered during bis laſt reſidence in Rome. 
His judges have been occupied in collecting 
che proofs 3 but we ſhall not here recapiz 
tulate them, as it would be highly impro- 
per to ſcandilize the puclic by the recapi - 
tulation of fuch blaſphemies. It is neceſ- 

5 | 
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-fary,” deter: that we mould ment o on 
three circutnſtances,” 5 22 2001 

The firſt is, that on all bebe heoima- 
nifeſted the moſt -obſtinate -hatred and con- 
_ for the catholie religion, its miniſ. 
and ceremonies. He attacked the 
1 ain; and perfection of God, the divi 61 

_ nity of Jeſus Chriſt, 'his death, the grand 

Work of redemption, the virginity of Ma- 

ry, the efficacy of the ſacraments, the dig- 
nity of the church; in ſhort every thing 

hat is moſt venerable and moſt. reſpected h 
either in heaven or on earth. 

The ſecond, chat, e to the evi- 
dence of a great number of witneſſes who 
have converſed wok * him themſelves, : -or 
£ known others who have dene ſo, he is una- 
nimouſly repreſented - <<< as. a man deſtitute 
of religion, whole principles. are entirely 
© corrupted, who does not believe in any 
"Hig 3 5 and one whoi is ; * 1 


' 


m 
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as an atheiſt, an impoſtor, a cheat, a here- 


tic, a deiſt, &c. abſolutely devoid of every 


prineiple of religion and morality.” 
The third is, that, although he ſtrenu- 
ouſiy denied all cheſe imputations, yet he 
has been obliged to confeſs a variety of cir- | 


cumſtances, which ſufficiently indicate his 
| guilt. It is to be obſerved alſo, that he ob- 
jected to the teſtimony of his own wife, and 


all the witneſſes adduced againſt him, ſome- ; 
times on one pretence and ſometimes on 


: another, although they were for the moſt 


part people of birth, fortune, and educa- 
tion, againſt whom. no Juſt accuſation could 
be brought. When one family i in particu- 
lar were mentioned, he had the impudence 
to allert that they were his determined ene- 
mies, on account of his having remonſtrated 
Againſt their attachment to theateical amuſe- 
ments, which he bad W as being 
| : L 2, 
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ſubverſive of morality, and the catholic re- 
ligion. | 
His trial being at length. finiſhed, it was 
5 left to his own diſcretion, either to employ 
; the counſellors uſually allotted to criminals, 


or to chooſe others; but he Was contented 
with the firſt. 


The knowledge and abilities of Signor 
Gattano. Bernardini, an advocate of ac- 
knowledged worth and character, em- 
ployed in defence of thoſe accuſed before 
the Holy Inquiſition, rendered him every 
way capable of undertaking his defence. 
But to take away from the priſoner every 
pretence for calumniating the tribunal and 
che judges, as he had formerly done in other 
countries, it was thought proper to join to 
the firſt the moſt noble Signor Charle: 
1 Louis Conſtantini, advocate for the poor 
4 | in all the tribunals at Rome. The world 1s 
Fell acquainted. with the es; the 2es] 


7 
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aud above all, the talents and abilities, with 
which he exerciſes this _ my 
ment. | 


But Caglioſtro did not find in theſe de- | 


fenders the ſame kind of advocates which he 
had experienced quring his former trials. 


Far from ſeconding his tricks and impoſ- 


tures, they ſpoke to him in the language 


of truth, and ſhewed him the bad ſtate of 


his cauſe and of his conſcience. He began 
to perceive the unhappy end to which his 


obſtinate impenitence and perſeverance in 


error, were ready to conduct him. He 


therefore requeſted ſpiritual ſuccour and 
inſtruction; theſe were accordingly. pro- 
vided for him, and he was put under the 


guidance of a learned and devout prieſt- 
After the firſt interview, the culprit exhi- 
bited the moſt lively marks of contrition 
and repentance, and perſiſted afterwards 
in the ſame ſentiments. 


L3 
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In the mean time his defence was pre- 
red and publiſhed. This . pleading, at 
one aud the ſame time, exhibited the ta- 
lents of his counſel, and the bad Nate of- 
his caule......: 8 65 

At length the 25 Ta ION judgment 
en This was preceded, like all the 
reſt of the proceſs, by the moſt ſcrupulous 
and rigorous forms of juſtice which are in 
uſage in our ordinary criminal tribunals 
They prove the exact and circumſpect ad- 
uration of the laws, and evince to the 
culprits that they are not condemned withe 
out the moſt minute and laborious inveſti- 
ga! ion. F 8 

The proceſs was then carried before the 
Generat Aſſembly of the Holy Office on 
the 21ft of March 1791; and according. 
to cuſtom, before the Pope on 2 the 7h, of 
April ee 
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The judgment did not merit long and 
laborious: diſcuſſion. '/ Caglioſtro himſelf 
had avowed, and the moſt convineing 


proofs had demonſtrated, that he was the 


reſtorer and propagator of Egyptian ma- 
fonry in many parts of the world; that he 
had exerciſed this ſyſtem. at Rome; and 

that he had almitted two be into 
its myſteries. 19 | 140 

Ie was in vain that he enclaves to 
make uſe of che fentiments and authority 


of thoſe, who ſaid that the pains and pu- 


niſhment awarded againſt even an obſti- 
nate heretic, ought to be commuted when- 


ever he evinced. unfeigned marks of -c con- 
trition 27445 1166 | 

at was in vain that Fi wiſhed to ies 
an advantage from the recent figns of re- 
pentance which he had exhibited; the 
edict of the council of ſtate, which we. 


havenfhentioried in the preceding chapter, 


L. 4 


— 
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could not be diſpenſed with. The pains of 
death ex preſsly awarded there ought in 2 
particular manner to be inflicted on a man, 
who in all concerns, whether eccleſiaſtical 
of ſecular, had given himſelf up to every 
manner of wickedneſs, and might juſtly be 
| conſidered as one of the wotlk Verniriour 
members of ſociety. f | 
But his deſtiny was confided to perſons 
animated with the nobleſt ſentiments ; to 
men whoſe hearts were warmed with the 
rays of that benificence and indulgence 
which religion always inculcates,. and with 
Which the conſultors of the Holy Inquiſi- 
tion have ever been inſpired. It is alſo to 
be obſerved, that the definitive judgment 
was reſerved for the conſideration of the 
great Pius VI. who in the courſe of his glo- 
rious pontificate bas ever united the cha- 
rafters of a juſt and a clement prince. He 
was not anxious for the death of a ſinner; 
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but, on the contrary, wiſhed that he ſhould 
have time allowed him for repentance. 
Here follows the judgment pronounced 

by the Supreme Oracle, on the-perſon of 
| Joſeph Balſamo: it entirely accords with 


juſtice, equity, prudence, religion, and 
public tranquillity ; and 1s equally calcu- 
lated for the dominions of the Pope, and 


all the chriſtian world. We ſhall there- 
255 give an exact tranſcript of it. 


Joſeph Balſamo, attainted and con- 
victed of many crimes, and of having i in- 


curred the cenſures and penalties pro- 


nounced againſt formal heretics, dogma- 
_ tiſts, hereſiarchs, and propagators of ma- 


gie and ſuperſtition, has been found guilty, 


[ 


and condemned to the cenfures and pe- 


nalties denounced as well by the apoſtolic 
laws of Cle ment XII. and of Benedict IIV. 


"againſt thoſe who in any manner whatever, 


i favour or form ſocieties and conventicles 


{ 
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of "AS maſons, as by the edit of the 
| council of ſtate againſt | thoſe who are 
guilty of this crime at Rome, or any other 
place under the dominion of the Pope. 7 
| 66 Notwithſtapding this, by way of ſpe- | 
5 cial grace and favour, this crime, the ex- 
piation of Which demands the delivery of 
the culprit, over to the ſecular arm, to be 
byit puniſhed with death, is here by changed 
and commuted into perpetual impriſon- 
| ment, in: a fortreſs where the culprit j Is to- 
be ſerialy guarded, without any hope of 
pardon. whatever. And after he ſhall have - 
made abj uration of his offences, as a for- 
mal heretic, in the place of his impriſon- 
ment, he ſhall be abſolved from ecclefiaſ- 
tical. cenſures; and certain falutary pe- 
nanze. is to be preſcribed to him, to. which, 
he is her reby ordered to ſubmit, 


e 


1 
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The manuſcript bock which: lias for 
its title Egyptian Maſonry, is ſolemnly 
condemned, a8 containing rites, propoſi - 
tions, = doctrine and a ſyſtem which open 
a road to ſedition, as tending to-deſtroy 
the chriſtian religion, and as being ſuper- 
ſtitious, impious, heretical, and abounding 


in blaſphemy : this book Hall therefore : 


be burnt by the hand of the hangman; and 


alſo all the other books, inſtruments, ſym- 


bols, &c.--&Cc.- appertaining, and belonging 
to this ſect. 


« By a new apoſtolic law, we ſhall confirm 
and renew not only the laws of the preced- 
| ing pontiffs, but alſo the edict of the 
council of ſtate, which prohibits the ſocie- 
ties and conventicles of free maſons, mak - 


ing particular mention of the Egyptian 
lect, and of another vulgarly called the Ii. 
LUMINATED ;/ and we ſhall enact the moſt 


grievous corporal puniſhments, and-princi- 
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ter called the Holy Trinity of the Mountain. 


niled away the , and inſtruments a 


Concerning the Lodge if Free M 3 di iſe 


vered a lodge of free maſons inſtituted i in 


| Caglioftro, . the officers. of juſtice viſited 
- this lodge. But it was eaſy to Perceive 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


vered at Rome. | 


TE 1 | 1 3 that the ; 
| government of Rome, while watch · 
ing the motions of Caglioſtro, had ciſco- 


On the very night after the detention of 


that the members had received intimation 
of their deſign: for they had been atten ; 
tive to their perſonal ſecurity, and had cat · 
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maſonry, as well as a great part of the pa« 
pers and the books relative to their myſte- 
ries, which perhaps contained. ſecrets of 
great importance. 

| Notwithſtanding this, the Yes articles 
that were ſuffered to remain, more eſpeci- 
ally their regiſter, joined to the depoſitions 
of a multitude of well-informed perſons; 
gave us a thorough inſight into the origm, 
the eſtabliſhment, and various other par- 
ficulars concerning this: lodgee. 

If we had followed the natural: RA of 
the narrative, we | ſhould have recapitu- 
| hted” theſe circumſtances in Chap. II. 
where we have given an abridgment of 
the hiſtory of maſonry t in general: hut it 
has been judged expedient to mention theſe 
| particiilars here, that we might not unter- 
rupt the account of the perſonal exploits, 
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The founders of this lodge were ſeven 
in number, five Frenchmen, an American, | 
and a Pole ; all of whom were previouſly 
Initiated in other lodges. © Sighing at the 
| horrid idea,” as they ſay in the book that | 
contains the records of their proceedings, 
« of living in darkneſs, and of being unable 
to make any progreſs 3 in true ſcience, we 


have determined to find out a ſacred and 
enlightened ſpot, diſtant from the profane 
eye of mankind; to whom it ſhall remain 
eternally ſecret and impenetrable, and in 
which union, Ry. and Peace, hall 
for ever reign.” 
This reſpectable inſtitution, iis after- 
: wards aſſumed the title of the Lodge of 
the Re- union of True Friends,” was held 
in the houſe already alluded to; in Which 
the firſt aſſembly took place on the 1ſt of 
November, - 1787, and continued after 
wards once or twice a week: ſometimes | 
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however, but rarely, they held their meet - 
| ings i in another houſe. 

| From the firſt moment of their inſtitution 
they began to make proſelytes ; they ad- 
mitted candidates who had not been re- 


| ceived into any other ſociety, and gave 


permiſſion to the members of other lodges 
to aſſiſt in quality of viſitors. 

Soon after this lodge alſo ſent i its viſitors 
to other ſocizties ; and theſe were provided 
| with certificates and ſecret inſtructions, 
which are not explained in the regiſter. 
| Their numbers began to encreaſe an 
great rapidity, as they admitted young and 
old, married men and bachelors, Italians, 
French, Ruſſians, Poles, Engliſh, &c. who. 
were already aſſociated with other lodges ; 
ſuch as thoſe © of the Perfect Equality of 

Liege; © the Patriotie Society at Lyons; 
dhe Secret and Harmonious of Malta;?” 
8 . ne, of the Ele at Carcaflo- 4 
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an « the Concord of Milan af * his 
Perfect Union of Naples ** 2 and the other. 
lodges at Warſaw, Paris, and London, 
_ enumerated in their journals. The viſita- 
tions of all theſe are entered and particu- 
larized in the regiſter; but their names, 
ſurnames, and qualities, are confided to 
other books appertaining to the lodge. Se- 
veral particulars are however indicated by : 
means of myſterious and equivocal phraſes; 
which, without doubt, were looked upon 
to be of great importance, as they did not 
| chooſe to hazard the detail and explana- 
tion of them in any of their proceedings. 
That this lodge might be eſtabliſhed with 
all the neceſſary formalities, they cougli h 
it proper at its commencement to procure 
o 8 of the mother lodge at Pa- 
For this purpoſe they requeſted and : 
Yes from that lodge the ſtatutes, in. 
Rructions and regulations, for its exterior 
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and interior government and police, and | 
alſo for che conduct of its members. "They 
ſent weekly to the mother lodge not only 
an exact and authentic lift of the members 1 
| aſſociates, ranks. and official diſtinctions, 
but alſo of the buſineſs concluded and agreed 
upon in the courſe of every feſſion. Th ey 
had a deputy, who reſided at Paris as the re- 
 prelentative of the lodge; and by means of 
kim they carried on an uninterrupted cor- 
reſpondence with the lodge or Orient there. 
On theſe occaſions they never made uſe of 
the poſt for tranfporting their letters; 
5 but of ſpecial meſſengers TRY" = 
| vided for that purpoſe. | N 5 
The mother lodge alſo ſeit en 
5 quent inſtructions for the regulation of the 
affairs of the ſociety, and patents and cer- 
| tificates for ſuch of the brother hood as de: 
fired them. Every fix months, with the 
moſt myſterious formality” and the mo 


* 
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ſcrupulous | ſecrecy, the mother lodge iſ- 
| ſued out to the ſubordinate lodges a watch - 
word, which was communicated to all the 
members ; and dy which they diſcovered 
each other, pt any time, place, or fitua- 
tion, to be true free maſons. | 

Every year they were ordered to fend an 
| offering or preſent to the Orient at Paris, 
asa contribution for maintaining the ſplen- 


dour and dignity of the common centre of 
the maſonic union, In N ovember 1789 : 


that lodge demanded an exiracrdinary gra. 


tuitous free-offering from that at Rome ; en 
account of whis ch all the brotherhood wer e | 
taxed at a crown a-head ; the ſum bent 


. 


amounted to eighty crowns. 


- Beſides the correſpondence with the mo- 
ther. lodge, that of Rome carried on an in- 


ter oourſe with thoſe of Lyons, Malta, Lon- 
don, Naples, Meflina, Palermo, Kc. Many N 


| memorandums are inſerted in 1200 re 
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giſter of . letters 3 from thoſe 
lodges, and. read by the venerable grand. 8 

maſter, or the ſecretary: mention is alſo 
made of the anſwers ſent ; nothing how- 
ever is left that indicates the preciſe obje& 
of this correſpondence. : 
Among other things, it had been pro- 
poſed to ſend all the ſtatutes of this ſubor- 
dinate lodge to that of Paris, ſo that the 
regulations might be printed; and it was 
alſo requeſted that permiſſion might be 
given for the admiſſion of female members. 
But the fear of dete ction precluded the 
| firſt ſcheme ; and as to the ſecond, it was 
ſuſpended on account of the difficulties 
that the lodge would be ſubject to by re- 
ceiving candidates of another ſex. Men- 
tion is alſo made in the regiſter of the 
archieves kept under three locks. a which. 
the ſtatutes, - the myſteries, and the. fym- 
bols, tranſmitted from Paris to Rome, are 


— 
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preſerved, and alſo all- the moſt intereſting 
ſpeeches pronounced in the lodge either 
by the Srand maſter, or any of the mem- 


bers: among others, there is one menti- 


oned under the name of Romulus and Re. | 
There is nothing in the Roman lodge 


either in regard to the ranks, gradations, 
offices, or ecremonies, in which they eſ- 


ſentially differ from other inſtitutions of a 
fimilar kind. Like the reſt of the lodges 4 
in all parts of the world, they had their 
different claſſes or degrees, to which the 


| members aſpired i in ſucceſſion; ſuch as ap- 


prentice, journeyman, maſter, maſter elect, 
and laſt ly, Scottiſh maſter. It appears, 

however, that in this lodge they never 
conferred but the three firſt degrees, and 
no perſon was admitted who was not well 
known to the members; and it was alſo 


| neceffary tha t he ſhould be approved by : 


means of two unanimous ſcrutinies. | 
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The apprentice before he became a jour- 
neyman, and the journeyman before he 
-became a maſter, was obliged to under go 
i probationary trial of three months, and 
give the moſt explicit proofs of his at- 
*tachment and zeal for the order. 
The members were ſubje& to 2 contri- 
bution proportionate to the rank which they 
held ; 3 and this contribution was larger or 
ſmaller, according to their ſituation i in life. 
The fee paid by an apprentice amounted 
to twenty, twelve or eight crowns,; that 
_*of a journeyman was ſeven, five, or three; 
and that of a maſter was eight, ſix, or 
four crowns. The free maſons of other 
. lodges who wiſhed to be affiliated with this, 


paid after the rate -of + Aa. maſter. Beſides 
this, each member paid half a Roman 
crown every three months, and three Paoli 
every four weeks, for the ſupport of the 
ordinary eſtabliſhment of the lodge half: 
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a crown was alſo paid for the free maſons. 

feaſt, which was celebrated monthly, ona 
certain day previouſly agreed upon. 

Thoſe who choſe. to furniſh, themſclves 
with certificates and patents, were obliged 
to pay an an additional half crown ; thoſe 
who were. abſent from the meetings with- 
out leave were fined three paolr ; two if 
they gave notice of their intentions; 3 and 
one only, if they arrived a quarter of an 
hour after the time agreed upon. In fine, 
beſides all theſe, . at every meeting they 
made a collection, to which every perſon 5 
contributed what he pleaſed. 

Here follows the AR of che officers * the 
ſociety. . | 3 
1 1. The wel or Grand Maſter. 
1 Superintendant, or Deputy 

Grand „ 
* The Terrible. 1 
„b. The Maſter of the Ceremonies. 


9 
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of do The Treaſure. 
05 6. The Almoner. 
7. The Secretary. 
8. The Orator, or Expert Brother 135 
The Venerable, or Grand Maſter, pre- 
Aides in all the lodges; and in his abſence 
the Superintendant, or * Grand 


5 Maſter, takes the chair. 


The Terrible receives and conducts the 
candidates when they are about to be admit- 


ted members; and the name of Terrible i is 


8 iven to him, becauſe he endeavours to in- 
ſpire the maſons ele& with dread. 

The Maſter of the Ceremonies is em- 
ployed in inſtructing the novices, in direct- 


ing the ſcrutiny, and in circulating the ; 


poor's box. FE 5 be . 
The Superintendants announce the 


names of thoſe who wiſh to. be introduc- 


e d, and conduct them to the ſeats to 


which * are entitled mn their rank. The 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO: , 255- 
Orator, or Grand Expert, is employed i in 
delivering a ſpeech on the admiſſion of 
candidates, and alſo on St. John's day, the 


protector of maſons ; he is to recal to the 
minds of the brotherhood their duty on 


theſe ſolemn occaſions; in which particu- 


lar he is alſo to inſtruct the ignorant. 


The treaſurer receives all the taxes, con- 
tributions, and fines; and the Almoner all 
the money that is gathered from the volun- 


tary donations of the members. The firſt 


of theſe officers is obliged to give a ſtrict. 
account of his expences ; the ſecond is not 


| obliged to give any account at all, but is 
allowed to diſtribute the alms entirely ac- 


cording to his own diſcretion. 


As to the Secretary, it is his buſineſs to 1n- 
ſpect the patents and certifcates, to regiſter 
, the proceedings of each meeting, and to 

read and verify the buſineſs of the preceding 
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one, ſo dhat its authenticity may be ad 
fered unimpeachable. 

78 he altercations, the diſputes, 2nd the 
offepces. of the brotherhood Are ſettled and 
determined in the lodge, The ordinary pe- 
nalties axe pecuniariy ſines, ſuſpenſions 


from oſſice, and ſometimes degradation, 


He who. betrays the ſecrets of the ſociety is 


. menaced with the indignation of all the 


members,” with perſecutian, and eyen-with 
death. It does net however follow from | 


| this, that thoſe. threats : have ever Heen 


carried into execution. Some ' inſtances of 
Renanee are inſexted in the proceedings; 
butthe faults or crimes for which bey Were 


| inflicted are not anentioned · 


Rhe Roman dodge weg compoſed of 4 


| chambers, or- halls, gpperkaining to the 
| howe-. Ther Was called “t the Cham- 


Nerf Rrdagstiens; it wa5/hungiantnely = 
with black. On the able a deaths head was 


count ros Ab. 49% 
placed; above which were two inſeripti- 
| ons in the French language; the meaning 
of which was not generally underſtood. | 
The ſecoml apart nent Was called The 
| Temple; ” and ĩt was adorned i in a differer t 8 
manner, according to the. rites that wei e 
to be perſormed in ite 

However, it was on all occafions provided 
with 4 tener on which rk e Venerakle con- 


among theſe-were be , in; and 
thefiars. Op the fg tides of the ed 
| en ede fice a Mine erg Placed 5 


| ranged ün Ker, "bf Bs wearing | 
this Legen apron; about this meck. allo 


8 n Hlagk aibbon, ie form of a deacon; 
ſtole; and in his hands, which were c 


804 with a pair ot white gloves, he bran- 
diſhed a naked ſword, a hammer, or a com- 
5 „ = ; 
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paſs, according to the different formalities | 
preſcribed by the inſtitutions. = OP 
When the lodge was opened, they 
treated about the economical regulati- 
ons of the ſociety, diſplayed the pre» 
| ſents which they had received from other 
lodges, nominated or accepted of a new 
brother. At moſt of theſe meetings they 
were accuſtomed to receive one of the pro. 
fans; for ſo they termed all thoſe who were 
not of their ſociety ; or an apprentice was 
admitted to the rank of a journeyman, ora. 
Journeyman to that of 2 maſter. 5 
We ſhall here recapitulate the ceremo - 
nies made uſe of at the en of an ap · 
pq.” es . 
One of the brotherhood, whoſe face was 
concealed by means of a maſk, received 
the candidate at the outer gate, and con- 
dufted him into the Chamber of Refledtions, 
Which was lighted with a ſolitary taper 
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yellow WAX. The Terrible then deſired bim 
to betake himſelf to his meditations while 
he remained in that apartment; and ſoon 
after preſented hi m with three queſtions, to 
which he demanded an anſwer in writing 

Theſe queſtions related to a man's duty to 
God, to ſociety, and to himſelf; and each 
candidate anſwered . them according to his 
judgment during the ſhort period allowed 
"Ex; the man in the m maſk. for, that purpoſe, 
on his return he carried the queſtions, with s 
the anſwers annexed, to the temple; . and i 
preſented, them to the Venerable ; and then 5 
making his appearance once more, he or - 
dered the candidate to lay aſide his buckles, 
his. watch, his ſword, his mongy, and every 
article of metal; to kneel on his left. knee, 
and to ſtrip his houlder and left arm. + ., 

In this ſituation the gandidate is con- 

ducted to the temple With a bandage, over 

his eyes; being ordered to fall upon his 
NM 3 


4 
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knees before the Venerable, after a variety 
of queſtions concerning his name, his ſur- 
name, the country, and his reaſons for 
wiſhing to be received into the fociety, he 


is conducted ſeveral tim es round the tem- 


ple; and hears, during that ceremony, a 
terrible and alarming noiſe. Being then 
once more brought before the throne of 
the Venerable, and again defired to kneel, 
he ſwears on the Evangeliſts, or on the 
ford of bono ur, to preſerve the moſt i in- 
violable Tectecy i in regard to whatever con 

cerns the ſociety, and the moft implicit 
obedience to all its regulations. On this 
occaſion one of the brethren recites the 
| Formula of the oath, and the maſon ele& 
repeats it word by word; promiſing rather 
to ſuffer the moſt excruciating torments, 


than violate or betray any of the ou 8 


communicated to kim. . 
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The bandage is then taken from his eyes, 


and he finds himſelf in the midſt of the 


brotherhood, whoare all clad in their white 


gloves and aprons, each holding at the 


| fame time a naked ſword, with the point 


turned towards him. Then the Venerable 
laying one hand on the head of the candi- 


date, and with the other ſtriking the table 


three times with his hammer, declares him 
a free maſon apprentice ſaying at the ſame 


time, All theſe ſwords which you ſee 
around you ſhall be employed in'your de- 
fence if you prove faithful to the lodge, 
and ſhall be turned againſt you if you om | 


unfaithful. 1 

The new apprentice, after this, em- 
braces all the brothers, and receives an 
apron, and the other attributes of maſonry: 


the Venerable, or the Orator, then ad- 


dreſſes him in a ſpeech inſtructive of his 
duties, and preſents him with two pair of 


7 


gloves, one for himſelf, and another for 
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his rea; ; after which he is taught 
the ſigns, the ſignals, and the wor ds, by 
which he can make himſelf known to thoſe 
of his brethren of the ſame rank with 
himſelf. At length the ceremony ends 
with a general ſhout of joy; and the mem- 
bers adjourn to a ſupper provided at the 
expence of and i in | honour of. the new bra- 
ther, 1 
The rank of j journeyman 18 Gutedel in 
the ſame manner, and almoſt with the 
ſame ceremonies. They renew their firſt 
oath, and learn other / ans, | nals, and 
words ; by which they know how to diſ⸗ 
ting uiſh Journeymen free-maſons ., | 
The third rank, which 18 chat of maſter | 
maſon, requires formalities af 2 mare ſe- 
; 1 rious nature. The candidate for that 
rank enters the temple, without being Wind: 
folded; ; but he beholds every. thing: around 
him od. in . and the apartment 
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li ghted up with a ſingletaper. After te, 
ſeveral myſterious and ſymbolical ceremonies 5 


take place; the maſter elect is then con- 
; ducted three times around the temple by 
the Terrible, who holds the point of a | 
naked ſword againſt his breaſt, but without 
wounding him; he afterwards deſires him 
to meditate on what he ſees ſuſpended from 
the roof of the temple; on this the can · 
didate looking up, beholds three death's | 
heads, and under each of them human 
: bonescroſling each other, with memento mori, 
painted as a motto beneath, ' 
After having made three turns round the 
aparrment the candidate is conducted to a 
coffin, when deing deſired to croſs his legs, | 
he is ſorced to lay down upon a matraſs 
placed in the inſide, and being covered 
with a black cloth, the brethren walk round 
him, and perform a variety of ceremonies. 


Being afterwards taken up, he renews the 
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accuſtour:d outh of fidelity and obedience; 


1 taught the /6; Ions, Signals; and words, 
which diſtinguifh his ran; he goes round ; 
do all his brothers and embraces them, and 


then places himſelf among the maſters. _ 
- 'Fhefe are the uſual and ordinaryceremo- 
nies made uſe of on the admiſſion to lie dif- 


ferent ranks and degrees of free maſoniy; 


&- 1 and Weck. very little gan. 2 take 


araheindiigation of ahe 1 —4 
it s elk Em tative ge Roman logge, 
among thegudliions f n Centgin Said 


 imonhe Seth was Kanter, dle fil. 


plies: By: the lodge, even although it 
hall be contrary to religion and to the ſo- 
vereign authority 2 On having diſcovered |, 


| 


— 
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che moſt lively in dignation at this pra poſi- 
tion, the Venerable added, * that it was 
nothing more than a ſimple queſtion, and 
chat they neither talked of religion nor of 
government while the lodge was open.” 

It is well known that, on receiving a 

candidate into the degree of: *pprentice in 
another fociety, they obliged him to make 
his teſtament, that he might be jntimi- 
dated by the fear of death; ; and as he was 
aa "ignorant perſon, the Venerable endea- 
voured to add to his fright by the repeti- 
tion of 18 following { cntences ; : ; 
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PULSATE & APERIETUR-VOBIS» 


. 4 a 40 perſon on a ſimilar og- 
asien was forced to make his con feſſion to 

a perſon who clothed himſelf for that ex- 
preſs purpoſe. i in the habit of one of the 

regular anders, and dneing this er 
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he was placed in a kind of conſeſſi onal & in 
the. chamber of reflections.“ 


We cannot here recount with preciſion 
either the words or the ſigns by which the 
maſons diſtinguiſh each other ; for, as we 
have already ſaid; theſe vary according to 
the different lodges, and the different 
ranks of the reſpective members; and be- 
ſides this, they are all changed and new 
ones ordained, according to the inſtructi- 
ons received from time to time from the 
mother lodge, | _ 


We can aſſure the reader however, that 
the words are allegorical, and generally 
have a reference to the mechanical part of | 
maſonry, and to the building of Solomon's 
Temple, as ToBALCAIN, Booz, Ma k-BR- 
NAT, SHIBOLETH, JoAK1M, Boaz, ADoON1- 

"RAM, &. j 

As for- the ſigns, they conſiſt for the 

moſt part in motions of the hand, of the 


COUNT -CAGL10STRO, — 267 
face, the neck, and the breaſt, or in ſqueez- 
ing the hand or the: finger of brother. | 
Thus we have detailed all the particulars 
concerning the lodge inſtituted at Rome. 
If we are not able to develope the whole of 
the ſecrets and myſteries made uſe of, and 
alſo of the principal object and deſign of p 
the members, it muſt be recollected that 
they were but too well and faithfully in- 
formed of the ſteps taken by the Holy Of- 
fice to bring them to juſtice. It was .- 
ing to this that they had time to ſecret the 
moſt important of their books and papers, 
and that the principal members, who could 
alone have ſolved the enigma, were enabled 
to eſcape from the vigilance of the police; 
for the lodge being entirely modern, and : 
founded but a few | years ſince, it is ex- 
tremely probable that its fecrets were only 
entruſted to a choſen few. It will howe- 
ver:occun to every perſon of common ſetiſe,.. 
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who 8 to-read and to ad the facts | 


contained in this hiſtory, that folly, ſuper- 
ſtition, and impiety are the diſtinguiſhing 
charaQeri:tics of thoſe focieties, at preſent 
known in N * the name of. Free 


d RO 


Let us return thinks to r 9 far 


Wing us with the means of rendering 
ahortive tlie firſt attempt for introducing. 
this folly and impiety into our capital ! The 
irrevocable word of God hath promiſed; 


notwithſtanding the ſnares of: hell, thatthe: 
faith-for which our Lord Teſus- hath ſpent- 


hs precious blood, - ſhall always remain. 


pure and unpolluted in the church of St. 
Peter. The efficacious protection of the 
Holy Apoſtles Who have propagated, ſuſ- 


tained, and defended it at the expence of 


a glorious martyrdom; the zeal of a paſ-: 


| tor who watches perſonally over the ſafety 


T his flock, and who does not ſpare an 


vo 
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e of the me ans that can be ſuggeſted by. hu- 


man wiſdom ; have preſerved us till now, 


and render us ſecure in regard to the fu- 
ture, againſt the enterpriſes of thoſe de- 
vouring wolves, who would ſurpriſe and 
ſwallow us up alive. 1 , 
„ truſt that it will pleaſe God, that all 
the reſt of the world, convinced by the 
unſpeakable miſeries of the preſent times, 
may be enabled to deliver themſelves from 
this dangerous contagion ! 4 
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